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Foundational Theme - How to Serve the Lord with All Our Heart
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
Structural Theme- We are Predestined to Reflect the Image of Christ 
as We Develop a Passion for God's Word
But his delight is in the law of the LORD 

and in his law doth he meditate day and night.

Psalm 1:2
Imperative Theme - Loving God is Mature as We Abide in Christ & Labour in His Vineyard: The Psalmists Serve as a Testimony of Mankind's Need of Redemption Through His Love of the Lord and Service to Him
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

Psalm 23:1
INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF PSALMS
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the book of Psalm will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 1] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

1] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 2]

2] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the book of Psalm will provide a discussion on its title, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the Jewish tradition that David was the primary contributor to the book of Psalm , writing during his reign as king over Israel, as well as other authors listed in the prologues to certain psalms.

I. The Title
Luke was familiar with the title of the book of Psalm ( Luke 20:42; Luke 24:44, Acts 1:20), although its second mention seems to refer to the collection of Hebrew poetic and historical books called The Writings.

Luke 20:42, "And David himself saith in the book of Psalm , The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand,"

Luke 24:44, "And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the Psalm , concerning me."

Acts 1:20, "For it is written in the book of Psalm , Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take."

II. Historical Background
A. History of the Use of the Psalm - Of all the Old Testament books in the Holy Bible, the book of Psalm is quoted more often than any other book. This is evidence that Psalm was the most popular book for the Jews during the New Testament times. 

There are clear indications both in Scriptures and in other ancient Jewish writings and the Psalm were used as songs in gatherings to worship and praise the Lord.

God gave the children of Israel songs as early as during the Exodus.

Exodus 15:1, "Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LORD, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea."

Numbers 21:17, "Then Israel sang this Song of Solomon , Spring up, O well; sing ye unto it:"

Deuteronomy 31:19, "Now therefore write ye this song for you, and teach it the children of Israel: put it in their mouths, that this song may be a witness for me against the children of Israel."

However, it was during the golden age of Israel, during the reigns of David and Solomon that many songs and psalms were given to the people. These songs were an important part of temple worship during the reigns of those kings that loved the Lord.

1 Chronicles 6:31, "And these are they whom David set over the service of song in the house of the LORD, after that the ark had rest."

1 Kings 4:32, "And he spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five."

Nehemiah 12:46, "For in the days of David and Asaph of old there were chief of the singers, and songs of praise and thanksgiving unto God."

After the return from the Babylon captivity, temple worship was again established, with songs being an important part of that worship.

Nehemiah 10:39, "For the children of Israel and the children of Levi shall bring the offering of the corn, of the new wine, and the oil, unto the chambers, where are the vessels of the sanctuary, and the priests that minister, and the porters, and the singers: and we will not forsake the house of our God."

The Israelites sang from Psalm 118 when Jesus made His triumphant entry into Jerusalem.

Matthew 21:9, "And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest."

Jesus ended the Last Supper with a hymn.

Matthew 26:30, "And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives."

Mark 14:26, "And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives."

The New Testament church sang and worshipped with hymns.

1 Corinthians 14:26, "How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a Psalm , hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a Revelation , hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying."

Ephesians 5:18-20, "And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual Song of Solomon , singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;" 

Colossians 3:16, "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual Song of Solomon , singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord."

III. Authorship
A. Internal Evidence - The book of Psalm is a collection of one hundred and fifty psalms written by a number of authors over a period of approximately one thousand years, from Moses to the post-exilic years. With David being the most popular writer of Psalm , other authors include Moses, Song of Solomon , and Asaph.

1. David - David was the most prolific writer in the book of Psalm. Fifty-eight psalms introduce themselves as a "Psalm of David." In the Hebrew language, this phrase can also be translated, "A Psalm to David" or "A Psalm for David," etc. However, Jesus and Paul quote from some of these fifty-eight psalms and give credit to David as the author. Thus, the context of the New Testament agrees with the phrase being properly translated as, "A Psalm of David," or "A Psalm written by David." Note:

Luke 20:44, "David therefore calleth him Lord, how is he then his son?"

Acts 1:16, "Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus."

Acts 2:25, "For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved:"

Acts 4:25, "Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things?"

Romans 11:9, "And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a recompence unto them:"

The book of Chronicles mentions David and Asaph as the writers: 

2 Chronicles 7:6, "And the priests waited on their offices: the Levites also with instruments of musick of the LORD, which David the king had made to praise the LORD, because his mercy endureth for ever, when David praised by their ministry; and the priests sounded trumpets before them, and all Israel stood."

2 Chronicles 29:30, "Moreover Hezekiah the king and the princes commanded the Levites to sing praise unto the LORD with the words of David, and of Asaph the seer. And they sang praises with gladness, and they bowed their heads and worshipped."

Jesus says that David, by the Spirit, wrote Psalm 110 :

Matthew 22:41-45, "While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The Son of David. He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool? If David then call him Lord, how is he his son?"

Peter says that David, the king of Israel, wrote Psalm 16 ( Acts 2:25-28).

Acts 2:25-28, "For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance."

2. Additional Authors- Twelve psalms are credited to Asaph ( Psalm 50, 73-83). One psalm is credited to Heman ( Psalm 88). Three psalms are dedicated to Jeduthun ( Psalm 39, 62, 77). Jeduthun prophesied with musical instruments ( 1 Chronicles 25:1). These three men were worship leaders in the Tabernacle ( 1 Chronicles 25:6, 2 Chronicles 5:12).

1 Chronicles 25:1, "Moreover David and the captains of the host separated to the service of the sons of Asaph, and of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who should prophesy with harps, with psalteries, and with cymbals: and the number of the workmen according to their service was:"

1 Chronicles 25:6, "All these were under the hands of their father for song in the house of the LORD, with cymbals, psalteries, and harps, for the service of the house of God, according to the king"s order to Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman."

2 Chronicles 5:12, "Also the Levites which were the singers, all of them of Asaph, of Heman, of Jeduthun, with their sons and their brethren, being arrayed in white linen, having cymbals and psalteries and harps, stood at the east end of the altar, and with them an hundred and twenty priests sounding with trumpets:)"

B. External Evidence- If we look outside of biblical literature for clues to authorship and into other ancient Jewish literature from which much Jewish tradition is found, the Babylonian Talmud says that David wrote the book of Psalm with the assistance of ten Jewish elders.

"And who wrote all the books? Moses wrote his book and a portion of Bil'am , xxii.], and Job. Jehoshua wrote his book and the last eight verses of the Pentateuch beginning: "And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died." Samuel wrote his book, Judges , and Ruth. David wrote Psalm , with the assistance of ten elders, viz.: Adam the First, Malachi Zedek, Abraham, Moses, Hyman, Jeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of Korach. Jeremiah wrote his book, Kings, and Lamentations. King Hezekiah and his company wrote Isaiah ,, Proverbs ,, Song of Solomon , and Ecclesiastes. The men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther. Ezra wrote his book, and Chronicles the order of all generations down to himself. [This may be a support to Rabh's theory, as to which, R. Jehudah said in his name, that Ezra had not ascended from Babylon to Palestine until he wrote his genealogy.] And who finished Ezra's book? Nehemiah ben Chachalyah." (Babylonian Talmud, Tract Baba Bathra (Last Gate), 1.Mishna 5) 3]

3] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 13 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 45.

IV. Date
Although most scholars agree that the books of Psalm were written over a thousand-year period, from Moses to the Babylonian exile, it is evident that the final compilation did not take place until the exile, or shortly thereafter. This is because a few of the books of Psalm make reference to the Babylonian captivity.

One evidence that the books of Psalm was compiled at a later date than which they were actually written is the fact that many of the Psalm are duplicated either within the book of Psalm , or in other Old Testament passages:

1. Psalm 14:1-7 and Psalm 53:1-6
2. Psalm 18:1-50 and 2 Samuel 22:1-51
3. Psalm 40:13-17 and Psalm 70:1-5
4. Psalm 42, 43are considered one Psalm

5. Psalm 60:5-12 and Psalm 108:6-13
6. Psalm 105:1-15 and 1 Chronicles 16:8-22
7. Psalm 108:1-13 is a combination of Psalm 57:7-11 and Psalm 60:5-12 

Note that Psalm 14is in book 1 ( Psalm 1-41) and Psalm 53is in book 2 ( Psalm 42-72). This implies that the Psalm may have consisted of several separate, smaller books, with some of the same Psalm being found in several of these separate books. At some point, these books were compiled into a single, larger book of Psalm as we know it today. The ancient Jews who compiled these smaller groups of books reverenced the writings enough so as not to delete any particular Psalm just because it was duplicated in a different section of this larger compilation.

This duplication is also found in the book of Proverbs , implying that it also has a history of being compiled at a later date than when it was authored.

V. Recipients
VI. Occasion
One interesting testimony of how David wrote his psalms comes from Jesse Duplantis, who was caught up into heaven and met some of the people of the Holy Scriptures. When he spoke with David, Jesse was told by him that many of his psalms came while he was sitting on the side of a hill and was moved and inspired by the Holy Spirit to write down the words of these psalms. 4]

4] Jesse Duplantis, interviewed by Benny Hinn, This is Your Day (Irving, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California, July 16, 2002), television program.

LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 5]

5] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the early kingdom of Israel, the authors of the book of Psalm chose to write using the literary style of poetry and song. Thus, the book of Psalm is assigned to the literary genre called "psalms."

A. Revelation of God as Father- Throughout the history of the nation of Israel, God progressively revealed His many names to certain individuals. Each name revealed a new aspect of His holy, divine character. Each time He revealed His name, it was to meet a need in someone's life, and it was to encourage someone to look to Him as the Lord over every situation and over all the enemies. Abraham knew God in measure. God told Moses, "And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them." ( Exodus 6:3) Thus, Moses knew God in a fuller measure. In the book of Psalm , there are many names of God that have never been mentioned before. For example, David calls him "Father" for the first time in the Scriptures ( Psalm 68:5; Psalm 89:26; Psalm 103:13). David realized that God knew him intimately and love him as a father loves a son.

Psalm 68:5, "A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation."

Psalm 89:26, "He shall cry unto me, Thou art my father, my God, and the rock of my salvation."

Psalm 103:13, "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him."

It was Jesus Christ who revealed God to us in the Gospels as our Heavenly Father in order to show us His tender love for His children. Few individuals in history before Jesus came to earth knew God as intimately as did King David. For David was a true worshipper of God, and this worship ushered him into the presence of God, where God revealed Himself to David as a Father.

David learned the secret of silence and rest, of solitude and of song in the presence of the Lord. Note these words from Frances J. Roberts:

"I don't want you to work for Me under pressure and tension like a machine - striving to produce, produce. I want you to just live with Me as a Person. I have waited for you to wear yourself out. I knew you would find it eventually - the secret of silence and rest, of solitude and of song. I will rebuild your strength - not to work again in foolish frenzy, but just for the sake of making you strong and well. To Me this is an end in itself. Make it your aim to join with Me wholeheartedly in the project. ‘Many joys are waiting yet'." 6] 

6] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 152.

B. Vocabulary - Strong says the Hebrew word "selah" ( סֶלָה) (H 5542) means, "a suspension (of music)," hence, "a pause." This word is used seventy-one (71) times in the book of Psalm and three (3) times in the book of Habakkuk for a total of seventy-four (74) uses in the Old Testament. In contrast, F. F. Bruce says the LXX renders this Hebrew word into the Greek as "diapsalma," which means "the playing of musical instruments during a pause in the singing." 7]

7] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 193.

C. Use of Introductory Sentences to Many Psalm - Many of the Psalm open with a statement as to the history or content of that particular Psalm. But when and how these comments were added is not known. But one possible answer may be found in the way that the Old Testament reached its final phase of compilation and editing during the time of Ezra and Nehemiah , which led to the canonized of the thirty nine books that we know of today. 

E. W. Bullinger tells us the Jewish tradition how that after the Babylonian captivity, Ezra and Nehemiah began the task of setting the Old Testament Scriptures in order. We see this in Ezra 7:6; Ezra 7:11 and Nehemiah 8:8. They created an order of scribes called the Sopherim (from the Hebrew word "saphar," which means, "to count or number.") Their task was to set the original text in order. This means, that they counted each line, each word and each letter of the books of the Old Testament. They devised the way each page of Scripture was to have a certain column of text with the known amount of words and letters on each particular page. These pages could then be copied without error using this counting system because each page would always look the same. This meant that each letter was locked into same place on its designated page in the Scriptures and could never be moved. Only the order of the Sopherim had the authority to revise the original text or to move text to a new place. Jewish tradition tells us that the men of "the Great Synagogue" as they were known, took about one hundred years to complete this work, from the time of Nehemiah to Simon the first (410 to 300 B.C.) After the text was set, the order of the Massorites was established. This title comes from the Hebrew word "maser," which means, "to deliver something into the hand of another, so as to commit it to his trust." They became the custodians of the Sacred Scriptures. Their job was to preserve the Scriptures so that no changes took place. A look at an ancient Hebrew manuscript reveals how this was done. In the upper and lower margins of these ancient manuscripts and between and along the outside of the columns of Sacred Text, you can see small writings by these Massorites which contain a counting system for the text. These side notes are not commentaries, but rather information about the text on that particular page, such as the number of times the several letters occur in the various books of the Bible; the number of words, and the middle word; the number of verses, and the middle verse; the number of expressions and combinations of words, etc. It even listed the one hundred thirty-four (134) passages in which the Hebrew word "Adonai" was substituted for the original "YHWH." Thus, it would have been very likely that this order of Sopherim, which had been given the authority to edit the Sacred Hebrew text for the purpose of giving understanding to the Jewish people, were the individuals that added introductory notes to these Psalm. 8]

8] E. W. Bullinger, Appendix 30: Massrah, in The Companion Bible Being The Authorized Version of 1611With The Structures And Notes, Critical, Explanatory and Suggestive And With 198 Appendixes (London: Oxford University Press, c 1909-22), 31.

D. Use of Acrostics- Many of the Psalm form acrostic poetry. This means that the first letter of each verse begins with a Hebrew letter in alphabetical order. Note:

1. Psalm 9:1 thru Psalm 10:18
2. Psalm 25
3. Psalm 34
4. Psalm 37
5. Psalm 111
6. Psalm 112
7. Psalm 119
8. Psalm 145
This acrostic characteristic is considered to aid in the memorization of lengthy writings.

E. Prophecies of Christ in the Book of Psalm - The book of Psalm contains many prophecies of the coming of the Messiah, so much so that when Jesus Christ came to earth, the Jews were looking for the "Son of David."

1. Psalm 2:7, "I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee."

Matthew 3:17, "And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Song of Solomon , in whom I am well pleased."

2. Psalm 8:2, "Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger."

Matthew 21:15-16, "And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore displeased, And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?"

3. Psalm 8:6, "Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet:"

Hebrews 2:8, "Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him."

4. Psalm 16:10, "For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption."

Matthew 28:7, "And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you."

5. Psalm 22:1, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring?"

Matthew 27:46, "And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"

6. Psalm 22:7-8, "All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him."

Luke 23:35, "And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God."

7. Psalm 22:16, "For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have enclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet."

John 20:27, "Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing."

8. Psalm 22:18, "They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture."

Matthew 27:35, "And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots." 

9. Psalm 34:20, "He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken."

John 19:32-36, "Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe. For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken."

10. Psalm 35:11, "False witnesses did rise up; they laid to my charge things that I knew not."

Mark 14:57, "And there arose certain, and bare false witness against him, saying,"

11. Psalm 35:19, "Let not them that are mine enemies wrongfully rejoice over me: neither let them wink with the eye that hate me without a cause."

John 15:25, "But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause."

12. Psalm 40:7-8, "Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me, I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart."

Hebrews 10:7, "Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God."

13. Psalm 41:9, "Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me."

Luke 22:47, "And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that was called Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, and drew near unto Jesus to kiss him."

14. Psalm 45:6, "Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre."

Hebrews 1:8, "But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom."

15. Psalm 68:18, "Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the LORD God might dwell among them."

Acts 1:9-11, "And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven."

16. Psalm 69:9, "For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me."

John 2:17, "And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up."

17. Psalm 69:21, "They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink."

Matthew 27:34, "They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink."

18. Psalm 109:4, "For my love they are my adversaries: but I give myself unto prayer."

Luke 23:34, "Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots."

19. Psalm 109:8, "Let his days be few; and let another take his office."

Acts 1:20, "For it is written in the book of Psalm , Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take."

20. Psalm 110:1, "The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool."

Matthew 22:44, "The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool?"

21. Psalm 110:4,"The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek."

Hebrews 5:6, "As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec."

22. Psalm 118:22, "The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner."

Matthew 21:42, "Jesus saith unto them, Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord"s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?"

23. Psalm 118:26, "Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the LORD: we have blessed you out of the house of the LORD."

Matthew 21:9, "And the multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord; Hosanna in the highest."

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 9]

9] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the book of Psalm , an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the form of an outline, which is then used to identify smaller units or pericopes within the book of Psalm for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
VIII. Thematic Scheme
The underlying theme of the Old Testament Scriptures is the office and ministry of God the Father as He works out His divine plan of redemption for mankind through His divine foreknowledge and sovereign intervention in the affairs of man. The underlying theme of the books of poetry in the Old Testament is how to trust in the Lord with all of our hearts. (In contrast, the historical books teach us how to trust in the Lord with all of our strength, and the prophet books teach us how to trust in the Lord with all of our mind.) No three men suffered greater than the authors of the poetic books of Job , Psalm and Lamentations; for we see in the lives of Job , David, who wrote much of the book of Psalm , and Jeremiah , who wrote Lamentations , a testimony of how to trust in God in the midst of hardships. Their hardships were not occasioned by sin in their lives, but because God needed vessels in which to work out His divine plan of redemption for mankind. When He finds a vessel who will suffer for Him, then the testimony of His Son Jesus Christ His Son can be declared to all of mankind.

A. Primary Theme (Foundational) - How to Worship the Lord With All Our Heart- The common underlying theme of the Hebrew poetry of the Scriptures is "How to Worship the Lord with all our Heart." Poetry is primarily written to express the mood of man's heart. When we read these books in the Old Testament, we are emotionally moved as we identify with the poet or psalmist. Although there are many poetic passages in the Scriptures, for the purposes of identifying thematic schemes, this division of the Old Testament includes Job ,, Psalm ,, Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , and Lamentations , although scholars group this biblical genre differently. The first book of Hebrew poetry we encounter as we read through the Old Testament is the book of Job , which opens with an account of this man worshipping God at an altar of sacrifice ( Job 1:5). The Psalm of David show us how to worship the Lord during all seasons of life while the book of Job and Lamentations teaches us how to worship during the times of the greatest tragedies in life. As we journey through this life, we will have times of ecstasy when we are caught up in worship and we will have times of trials when we cry out to God for deliverance. However, most of our days are given to simple routines and decisions that determine our future well-being. We must then look to the book of Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes , and Songs for a pattern of how to worship the Lord with our hearts during such uneventful days.

The writings of Solomon provide three phases of man's spiritual journey in learning to love God with all his heart, while Job ,, Lamentations , and Psalm provide real life illustrations of people who have experienced these aspects of a devout life of faith in God. Although all three writings of Solomon emphasize man's relationship with God, it is important to note that each one places emphasis upon a different aspect of man's make-up. Scholars have proposed themes for the writings of Solomon since the time of the early Church fathers. Origen (A.D 185-254) recognized a three-fold aspect to the books Solomon by saying Proverbs focused on morals and ethics, Ecclesiastes focused on the natural aspect of man's existence, and the Song of Songs focused on the divine, spiritual realm of man. He says:

"First, let us examine why it Isaiah , since the churches of God acknowledge three books written by Song of Solomon , that of them the book of Proverbs is put first, the one called Ecclesiastes second, and the book of Song of Songs has third place….We can give them the terms moral, natural and contemplative…The moral discipline is defined as the one by which as honorable manner of life is equipped and habits conducive to virtue are prepared. The natural discipline is defined as the consideration of each individual thing, according to which nothing in life happens contrary to nature, but each individual thing is assigned those uses for which it has been brought forth by the Creator. The contemplative discipline is defined as that by which we transcend visible things and contemplate something of divine and heavenly things and gaze at them with the mind alone, since they transcend corporeal appearance…" (PG 13, Colossians 74a-b) 10]

10] J. Robert Wright, ed, Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , in Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Old Testament IX, ed. Thomas C. Oden (Downer Grover, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 2005), 278-288; Rowan A. Greer, trans, Origen: An Exhortation to Martyrdom, Prayer and Selected Writings (New York: Paulist Rowan A, 1979), 231-232, 234.

Theodoret of Cyrrhus (A.D 393-466) makes a similar three-fold evaluation of the writings of Song of Solomon , saying:

"It is also necessary to say by way of introduction that three works belong to Solomon: Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes , and the Song of Songs. Proverbs offers those interested moral benefits, while Ecclesiastes comments on the nature of visible realities and thoroughly explains the futility of the present life so that we may learn its transitory character, despise passing realities and long for the future as something lasting. The Song of Songs…brings out the mystical intercourse between the bride and the bridegroom, the result being that the whole of Solomon's work constitutes a king of ladder with three steps - moral, physical and mystical. That is to say, the person approaching a religious way of life must first purify the mind with good behavior, then strive to discern the futility of impermanent things and the transitory character of what seems pleasant, and then finally take wings and long for the bridegroom, who promises eternal goods. Hence this book is placed third, so the person treading this path comes to perfection." (Preface to Commentary on Song of Songs) (PG 81, cols 46d-47a) 11]

11] J. Robert Wright, ed, Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , in Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture: Old Testament IX, ed. Thomas C. Oden (Downer Grover, Ill: InterVarsity Press, 2005), 288; Pauline Allen, et al, eds, Early Christian Studies (Strathfield, Australia: St. Paul's Publications, 2001), 232.

John Calvin (1509-1564) refers to the theme of the book of Psalm and the writings of Solomon in his argument to the epistle of James , saying:

"The writings of Solomon differ much from those of David, both as to matter and style. Solomon directs his view, chiefly, to form the external Prayer of Manasseh , and to deliver to us the precepts of political life: David constantly chooses the spiritual worship of God, peace of conscience, or the gracious promise of salvation, for his theme." (Argument to the Epistle of James) 12]

12] John Calvin, Calvin's Commentary on the Epistle of James: Newly Translated from the Original Latin (Aberdeen: J. Chalmers and Co, 1797), iii.

Although all three writings of Solomon emphasize man's relationship with God, it is important to note that each one places emphasis upon a different aspect of man's make-up. (1) Proverbs and Job - The secondary theme of the book of Proverbs teaches us to make wise decisions in our life by pursuing God's wisdom. It is structured in a way that teaches us how to take our mental journey through this life. We begin this spiritual journey by responding to wisdom's call to learn of God's ways as the book of Proverbs reveals. It is by the fear of the Lord that we embark upon this initial phase of learning to love the Lord by understanding and following the path of divine wisdom. The story of Job serves as an excellent illustration of a man that feared God and walked in wisdom with his fellow men, and thus serves as an excellent illustration of the teachings of Proverbs. (2) Ecclesiastes and Lamentations - As we walk in Wisdom of Solomon , we soon perceive that God has a divine plan for our lives in the midst of the vanities of life, as taught in the book of Ecclesiastes. It is at this phase of our spiritual journey that we offer our bodies in obedience to God purpose and plan for our lives as we continue to fear the Lord, which is the secondary theme of Ecclesiastes. The writer of Lamentations teaches us about the results of fearing God and keeping His commandments, and thus serves as an excellent illustration of Ecclesiastes. (3) Song of Solomon and Psalm - We then come to the phase of our spiritual journey where we learn to enter into God's presence and partake of His intimacy, which is the secondary theme of Songs. The Song of Songs tells us about the intimacy and love that man can have in his relationship with God. It is structured in a way that teaches us how to take our spiritual journey through this life. The Song of Solomon teaches us to move from a level of fearing the Lord into the mature walk of loving God with all of our hearts. The Psalm of David teach us about a man that learned to love the Lord with all of his heart, and thus serves as an excellent illustration of the Songs of Solomon. Summary- Therefore, Proverbs emphasizes our minds, while Ecclesiastes emphasizes our strength, while the Song of Songs reveals to us how to worship the Lord with oneness of heart. In these three books, Solomon deals with the three-fold nature of man: his spirit, his mind and his body. These writings inspire us to commune with God in our hearts. 

As a review, the foundational theme of Proverbs ,, Ecclesiastes , and Song of Solomon is how to serve the Lord with all our hearts. The secondary theme of this three-fold series of writings is what gives these books their structure:

1. Proverbs - Wisdom Calls Mankind to Understand His Ways (Mind)

2. Ecclesiastes - God Gives Mankind a Purpose in Life When We Serve Him (Body)

3. Song of Solomon - God Calls Mankind to Walk With Him in the Cool of the Day (Heart)

The third theme of this three-fold series of writings reveals the results of applying the book's message to our daily lives:

1. Proverbs - The Fear of the Lord is the Beginning of Wisdom. The virtuous woman is a reflection of a person walking in wisdom and the fear of God.

2. Ecclesiastes - Fear God and Keep His Commandments. The man who keeps God's commandments has a purpose and destiny in Christ.

3. Song of Solomon - Loving God is Mature as We Abide in Christ & Labour in His Vineyard. The man who abides in Christ and produces fruit that remains.

Combining these three themes to see how they flow together in each of Solomon's writings, we see that Proverbs teaches us to serve the Lord with all of our mind as the fear of the Lord moves us to wise choices above foolishness. The outcome of this journey is the development of a person who is strong in character, symbolized by the virtuous woman. This is illustrated in the story of Job. In Ecclesiastes the believer serves the Lord with all of his strength by obeying God's commandments because of his fear of the Lord. The outcome of this journey is the development of a person who walks in his purpose and destiny, rather than in the vanities of this world. This is illustrated in the book of Lamentations. The Song of Solomon reveals the most mature level of serving the Lord with all of one's heart. This person yields to God's love being poured into him by learning to abide in constant holy communion with the Lord. The outcome of this journey is the development of a person who overflows in the fruits and gifts of the Spirit. This is illustrated in the book of Psalm.

The themes of the books of the Holy Bible can be often found in the opening verses, and we now can easily see these three themes in opening passages of the writings of Solomon. Proverb's opening verses emphasize the need to make sound decisions through Wisdom of Solomon , instruction and understanding. 

Proverbs 1:2, "To know wisdom and instruction; to perceive the words of understanding;"

Ecclesiastes' opening verses emphasizes the vanity of human labour when one does not serve the Lord. 

Ecclesiastes 1:3, "What profit hath a man of all his labour which he taketh under the sun?"

Song of Songs emphasizes the intimacy of love that proceeds from man's heart.

Song of Solomon 1:2, "Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth: for thy love is better than wine."

Thus, it is easy to see why King Solomon would follow such a three-fold structure in his writings. Since Deuteronomy 6:4-5 was one of the more popular passages of Scripture for the children of Israel, it would make sense that Song of Solomon , in his quest for the meaning of life, would follow this three-fold approach in his analyze of what it meant to worship God. Although the book of Proverbs places emphasis upon serving the Lord by making wise decisions, a careful study of the book of Proverbs will reveal that this three-fold emphasis upon the spirit, soul and body is woven throughout the book.

In addition, the book of Job gives us an extension of the theme of Proverbs , as both of these books serve as wisdom literature, teaching us through poetry to serve the Lord with all our mind. The book of Lamentations gives us an extension of the theme of Ecclesiastes , as both of these books serve as poetic explanations for the vanities of life, teaching us through poetry to serve the Lord with all our strength. The book of Psalm gives an extension of the theme of Song of Solomon , as both of these books serve as poetry to edify the heart, teaching us through poetry to serve the Lord with all our heart. Finally, the redemptive message of the poetical books reveals that even when a man like Job walks in Wisdom of Solomon , he finds himself in need of a redeemer. Lamentations reveals a nation who has a divine destiny and purpose, yet the children of Israel find themselves in need of a redeemer. The psalms of David reveal that even when man is at his best intimacy with God, like David, he still finds himself in need of a redeemer. 


Figure 6 - Thematic Scheme of the Books of Poetry

B. Secondary Theme (Structural) - We are Predestined to Reflect the Image of Christ as We Develop a Passion for God's Word- In the book of Psalm the third theme, which reflects what a child of God looks like when obeying the Psalm , is true passion for God's Word ( Psalm 1:2). A person who learns to love God's Word will walk in God's blessings, and he will worship the Lord as David was a worshiper of God. Yet, as David the psalmist found himself in need of a redeemer, we will also have a desire for continual fellowship with the Lord in worship and a need for deliverance in times of trouble. Therefore, many of the psalms not only worship God, but cry out to God for deliverance and redemption.

C. Third Theme (Imperative) - Loving God is Mature as We Abide in Christ & Labour in His Vineyard: The Psalmists Serve as a Testimony of Mankind's Need of Redemption Through His Love of the Lord and Service to Him- In the book of Psalm the third theme, which reflects what a child of God looks like when obeying the Psalm , is true worship and sincere service. A person who learns to worship as David was a worshiper and servant of God reflects the message of Psalm. Yet, David found himself in need of a redeemer for failure to fulfill his calling. Therefore, many of the psalms not only worship God, but cry out to God for deliverance and redemption.

We can easily see the theme of the book of Psalm by reading the twenty-third Psalm , which many consider the most well known passage in the entire Scriptures. It describes a person who is totally dependent upon the Lord for is well being, spiritual, mental, physical and financial. The theme of Psalm could be "The Lord is My Shepherd." 

Of all the people in the Holy Scriptures who learned to praise the Lord, David stood out as a man of praise. David was a man after God's own heart. 

Acts 13:22, "And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will."

This is because David was a man who had learned the secret of praise. He praised God during easy times and this prepared David to worship Him during difficult times. David was called a man after God's own heart because he worshipped his Heavenly Father and poured out his love to Him during the most difficult times in his life. This touches the heart of God more than any other act that man can perform and it moves God to deliver His children. For example, we see David's cry for God to deliver him from his enemies throughout the Psalm. As we read the history of David in the books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles, we see how God was faithful to deliver him from all of those who opposed him.

It was David's intimate worship with the Father that moved God to chose the Davidic lineage to give birth to the Messiah. God's favor brought about divine election so that Jesus Christ became the "son of David." In a similar manner, Mary found favor with God in being chosen as the mother of our Savior.

Luke 1:30, "And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.

31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a Song of Solomon , and shalt call his name JESUS."

Although God chose the tribe of Judah to birth the Messiah during the time of Jacob ( Genesis 49:10), it was not until the time of David that God chose the family.

Genesis 49:10, "The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be."

David's family lineage was chosen because he was a true worshipper of God. It is this same type of worship seen in the life of David that moves God to give us anything and everything that our hearts desire. For God did not hold back any gift from the young shepherd boy who gave the Father so much love and attention. Note: 

2 Samuel 12:8, "And I gave thee thy master"s house, and thy master"s wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such things."

As a result, David became the greatest conqueror in Holy Scripture. He subdued kingdoms and brought the nation of Israel into a place of rest. Other kings could have had the same victories that David had, if they had chosen the same path of praise. We see this in the victory of Jericho when Joshua led the children of Israel in praise as they marched around the city. We also see this when Jehoshaphat led a worship team into battle against a host of nations encamped against Jerusalem. This is because praise always gives us victory. Prayer and supplication are good, but praise is the most effective weapon against the enemy.

In the history of Israel, the victories were never won on the battlefield, but in the prayer room. The battles may have been fought in the valleys, but the victories were won on the mountaintop. Joshua defeated the Amalekites in the valley while Moses held up the rod on the mountain (see Exodus 17:8-16).

There is no situation too terrible that we cannot praise Him and thus, find the victory. Did not the Lord give David the victory when he encouraged himself in the Lord?

1 Samuel 30:6, "And David was greatly distressed; for the people spake of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and for his daughters: but David encouraged himself in the LORD his God."

Did not the Lord deliver Jonah from the belly of the whale when he began to praise and acknowledge the greatness of the Lord (see Jonah 2:1-10)? 

Was not Job's captivity turned when he prayed and acknowledged God's greatness (see Job 42:1-10)? 

Does not Habakkuk tell us to praise Him in difficult times?

Habakkuk 3:17-18, "Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation."

Were not Paul and Silas delivered from prison when they began to praise the Lord ( Acts 16:25-26)

Acts 16:25-26, "And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one"s bands were loosed."

The name Judah means, "Praise." For it was the tribe of Judah that led the children of Israel through the wilderness.

Numbers 10:14, "In the first place went the standard of the camp of the children of Judah according to their armies: and over his host was Nahshon the son of Amminadab."

Did not the Lord appoint the tribe of Judah to go into battle to bring the victory?

Judges 1:2, "And the LORD said, Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand."

It was the tribe of Judah that Jacob prophesied would be a conqueror.

Genesis 49:8, "Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father"s children shall bow down before thee."

Did not the walls of Jericho fall down when the people shouted to the Lord?

Joshua 6:16, "And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew with the trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, Shout; for the LORD hath given you the city."

Many of the Psalm reveal to us that David worshipped the Lord during the most difficult times in his life. Even when David sinned with Bathsheba and God judged the child so that it died, David worshipped the Lord. As a result, the Lord gave David another son by Bathsheba.

2 Samuel 12:20, "Then David arose from the earth, and washed, and anointed himself, and changed his apparel, and came into the house of the LORD, and worshipped: then he came to his own house; and when he required, they set bread before him, and he did eat."

All of these examples are given to us in Scripture to tell us that God will still our enemies when we begin to praise the Lord.

Psalm 8:2, "Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger."

Matthew 21:15-16, "And when the chief priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children crying in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore displeased, And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?"

Note these words from Frances J. Roberts:

"Man has contemplated the power of faith and of prayer, but only rarely have I revealed to men this far greater power of praise. For by prayer and faith doors are opened, but by praise and worship, great dynamos of power are set in motion, as when a switch is thrown and an electric power plant such as Niagra is thrown into operation. Praying for specifics is like requesting light for individual houses in various scattered places, while worshipping and praise flood the whole area with available current." 13]

13] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 118.

"Praise me, O My people, praise Me. Praise Me out of a heart full of love. Praise Me for every blessing and every victory. Yea, and praise Me when the most difficult thing to do is to praise. This is the victory that overcometh the world, even your faith, and praise is the voice of faith. It is faith rejoicing for victories claimed in advance. The song of praise is made of the very fabric of things hoped for. It becomes an evidence of unseen things. It is the raw material in My hands from which I fashion your victories. Give it to Me. Give Me much, give to Me often. I dwell in the midst of the praises of My people. I dwell there because I am happiest there, and just as surely as ye make Me happy with your praising, ye shall make the enemy most unhappy. He has no power whatsoever over a praising Christian. He cannot stand against a praising Church. This is the most powerful weapon ye can use against him. So praise is like a two-edged sword, the one side bringing health to your own spirit and the other side cutting down the enemy." 14]

14] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 126-7.

IX. Literary Structure
The book of Psalm traditionally consists of five divisions, or five smaller books. 

Book I- Psalm 1thru 41

Book II- Psalm 42thru 72

Book III- Psalm 73-89
Book IV- Psalm 90-106
Book V- Psalm 107-150
Each of these main sections of the book of Psalm ends with similar transitional sentences ( Psalm 41:13; Psalm 72:18-18; Psalm 89:52; Psalm 106:48), a literary structure also found in the Gospel of Matthew ( Matthew 7:28; Matthew 11:1; Matthew 13:53; Matthew 19:1; Matthew 26:1).

Psalm 41:13, "Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting, and to everlasting. Amen, and Amen."

Psalm 72:18-19, "Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous things. And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen."

Psalm 89:52, "Blessed be the LORD for evermore. Amen, and Amen."

Psalm 106:48, "Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting: and let all the people say, Amen. Praise ye the LORD."

I believe that our spiritual journey is reflected within the structure of the book of Psalm , as in other books of the Holy Bible. Perhaps each of these five divisions reflect one of the five phases of our journey:

Book I- Psalm 1thru 41 Justification - Deliverance from Sin

Book II- Psalm 42thru 72 Sanctification - Indoctrination of God's Word

Book III- Psalm 73-89 Sanctification - Calling and Order

Book IV- Psalm 90-106 Sanctification- Perseverance

Book V- Psalm 107-150 Sanctification - Perseverance

Here is a proposed summary of the book of Psalm:

I. Book One- Psalm 1thru 41 (Justification) - The theme of Book One of Psalm ( Psalm 1-41) is man's deliverance and justification before God. Throughout this collection of Psalm , we see David's desire for righteousness to be established upon the earth as he cries out for righteousness and justice through divine judgment upon sin and deliverance for the upright of heart. The first two unnamed psalms appear to serve as a type of introduction to the book of Psalm , perhaps emphasizing predestination and/or calling, which are the first two phases of God's plan of redemption for mankind.

Psalm 1thru 2 - Author unnamed

Psalm 3thru 41 - Psalm of David

The theme of Psalm 1is that the Lord has predestined mankind to live under His divine blessings if we will meet the condition of desiring and obeying God's word. Psalm 1is followed by Psalm 2, which emphasizes God's call to the nations to repent and bow down to His Song of Solomon , exalted as King over all nations. Thus, Psalm 1, 2serve as an introduction to the book of Psalm in that they give us the first two phases of God's plan of redemption for mankind, which are predestination and divine calling. The rest of the psalms in book 1 (3-41) will express David's cry for righteousness to be established upon the earth through judgment upon the sinner, and deliverance to the upright. Each psalm of David will deal with a different facet of justification before God. For example, Psalm 3emphasizes salvation (or deliverance), Psalm 4emphasizes trust in God, and Psalm 5 emphasizes God's mercy.

II. Book Two - Psalm 42thru 72 (Indoctrination) - The theme of Book Two of Psalm ( Psalm 42-72) is man's indoctrination through the instruction of the Word of God. Once we are saved and regenerated by the Holy Spirit as newborn babes in Christ, we begin to hunger for God's presence in our lives, and we find this communion and His guidance in His Word. The things of this world no longer gain our attention. Psalm 42expresses this yearning for God's presence, while Psalm 43asks for His light and truth to lead us ( Psalm 43:3).

A. Psalm 42thru 49 - Psalm of the sons of Korah

B. Psalm 40 - Psalm of Asaph

C. Psalm 51-71 (Psalm of David) - Most of these Psalm reflect upon some of the most difficult times in David"s life. In fact, Psalm 51, which deals with his sin with Bathsheba, is perhaps the most difficult trial that David ever faced. Outward persecutions are not the most difficult issues in life to face. Rather, our inward failures can become our greatest challenges in life.

D. Psalm 72 (Psalm of Solomon) - The final psalm of Book Two declares that the Messiah will reign over the earth with His divine judgments, which reflects the theme of this book.

III. Book Three- Psalm 73-89 (Divine Service) - The theme of Book Three ( Psalm 73-89) is divine service unto the Lord. The first psalm of this book emphasizes this theme. When the psalmist understood the end of the wicked and the ways of God ( Psalm 73:17), he is compelled to declare the works of God ( Psalm 73:28).

IV. Book Four- Psalm 90-106 (Perseverance) - The theme of Book Four ( Psalm 90-106) is man's perseverance in order to receive divine redemption. Psalm 90 opens this book with this theme of perseverance. The psalmist (Moses) expresses the brevity of man's lifespan and shortness of years ( Psalm 90:10) in contrast with God, whose day is as a thousand years ( Psalm 90:4). The psalmist asks how long we must wait until the Lord's return ( Psalm 90:13), while we spend our days in affliction and evil ( Psalm 90:15). In this Psalm , Moses prays for God to redeem His children. The next psalm ( Psalm 91) teaches us that we can persevere in life's afflictions and evil by abiding under the shadow of the Almighty, which is descriptive of the New Testament believer's rest in Christ. Book Four closes with Psalm 106, which recounts God's faithfulness during Israel's wilderness journeys.

V. Book Five- Psalm 107-150 (Glorification) - The theme of Book Five of Psalm ( Psalm 107-150) is glorification, which is clearly expressed in numerous psalms on worship in Book Five. Psalm 107 creates an atmosphere of thanksgiving and praise for Book Five as the psalmist reflects upon the Lord's mercies being poured forth upon mankind. The book of Psalm seems to reach it climax in Psalm 119, which reflects a child of God's complete submission and passion for God's Word. Psalm 1:2 reveals that every child of God has been predestined to grown in his passion for God's Word. This person is now able to ascend unto the presence of God, thus follows the Songs of Ascent ( Psalm 120-134). Chapters 120 thru 134are entitled "Song of Ascents." They were probably sung by the Levites as they proceeded up the temple steps or as the children of Israel made their way up to Jerusalem for the yearly festivals. As we ascend into the presence of the Lord, we become absorbed and captured in divine worship ( Psalm 135-150).

Psalm 1:2, "But his delight is in the law of the LORD and in his law doth he meditate day and night."

X. Outline of Book
Book I- Psalm 1thru 41—Justification

Book II - Psalm 42thru 72—Indoctrination

Book III- Psalm 73-89 —Calling and Order

Book IV- Psalm 90-106 —Perseverance

Book V- Psalm 107-150 —Glorification
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01 Psalm 1 

Verses 1-6 

BOOK ONE
Psalm 1
Theme (Predestination)- The theme of Psalm 1is that the Lord has predestined mankind to live under His divine blessings if we will meet the condition of desiring and obeying God's word. The book of Psalm is written from the perspective of the passions of the heart. Thus, note how Psalm 1emphasizes the condition of the heart in order to receive these blessings. Man is to delight in, or to become passionate about, the Word of God. Within the book of Psalm , we have been predestined to be conformed to the image of God's Son by delighting in His Word ( Romans 8:29-30). Jesus Himself was passionate about God's Word. At the age of twelve, he was in the Temple discussing the Word with the priests ( Luke 2:46). After His resurrection He explained the prophecies of Scripture that He fulfilled to the disciples ( Luke 24:45-46). Throughout His ministry, Jesus continually discussed God's Word to those who would hear.

Luke 2:46, "And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions."

Luke 24:45-46, "Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:"

Psalm 1is followed by Psalm 2, which emphasizes God's call to the nations to repent and bow down to His Song of Solomon , exalted as King over all nations. Thus, Psalm 1, 2serve as an introduction to the book of Psalm in that they give us the first two phases of God's plan of redemption for mankind, which are predestination and divine calling. The rest of the psalms in book 1will express David's cry for righteousness to be established upon the earth through judgment upon the sinner, and deliverance to the upright.

Our passion for God's Word opens the book of Psalm , and it seems to reach a climax in Psalm 119.

Summary of Psalm One - There is a clear progression in the life of the righteous in Psalm One. The man who shuns bad counsel and ungodly fellowship ( Psalm 1:1) finds his delight in God's Word ( Psalm 1:2). As God's Word takes priority in this man's life, his character becomes strong, symbolized as a tree ( Psalm 1:3). His prosperity is reflected in the illustration of the tree being planted by the river bearing an abundance of fruit ( Psalm 1:3). The ungodly are contrasted by their instability and ultimate, illustrated as chaff blown by the wind and eventually burned ( Psalm 1:4). 

Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.
Psalm 1:1 — Comments- Man is a three-fold creature. He is a spirit, he has a soul, or mind, and he lives in a body and he fulfills God's commission with prosperity. Thus, the word "blessed" that opens and closes Psalm One involves wholeness in the four areas of man's life: spiritual, mental, physical and financial. We see this three-fold pattern of man's make-up in Psalm 1:1. 

"Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly" - Comments- When a person walks in the counsel of the ungodly, he is giving his mind over to such thoughts, and experimenting with such counsel. He hears the words of the ungodly and observes their lifestyle of greed through the sense gates of his eyes and ears. He is making decisions to follow the ungodly.

"nor standeth in the way of sinners" - Comments- When a man stands in the way of sinners, he begins to practice those ungodly acts by giving his body as a servant to sin. 

"nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful" - Comments- When a man sits in the seat of the scornful, he gives place in his heart, or spirit, to such a lifestyle. Then who is the scorner despising? If he is walking with the ungodly, it is not them. The scorner is despising the law of God, yes, even God himself, and all of those who fear God. He is lifted up with pride against God and the children of God.

Psalm 1:1 shows us that when we meditate upon evil counsel, or suggestions, we open the door to developing evil desires. Ungodly desires produce evil desires. Evil desires give birth to sinful acts. Sinful acts result in death, in the judgment of God ( James 1:13-16).

James 1:13-16, "Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. Do not err, my beloved brethren."

Therefore, a man must be careful who he befriends, who he takes counsel from, who he follows and ultimately who he serves. Psalm 1:1 gives us a pattern of how sin envelops our lives so subtly. If we give our thoughts to ungodly counsel, we will consider those ways. Then we begin to practice those ways. Finally, our heart accepts those ways, and they become a part of our lifestyle. This is how a person becomes a scorner, despising, or scorning, the things of God.

Illustration- An illustration of how a person gives place to sin through his sense gates is given by Kenneth Hagin. The Lord gave him a vision of a person who was being tempted by demons. In this vision, he saw the demons sitting on someone"s shoulder, whispering thoughts into her mind. This Christian resisted the demons for a while. One day this person meditated on those evil thoughts, and acted on them. Hagin saw a black spot form in this person's head. As this person continued in this sin, the Holy Spirit would deal with him. Finally, this person rejected the Holy Spirit"s conviction, and gave himself over to this evil lifestyle. At this point, Bro. Hagin saw this black spot move from his head to his heart. This showed that the person had given himself, his heart over to the sinful habit, and willingly rejected the will of God. 15]

15] Kenneth Hagin, I Believe In Visions (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1984, 1986), 76-7.

Psalm 1:1 — Comments- I woke up in the early afternoon with these words in my spirit, "I have raised you up to stand among the elders of the land, who also have the Word of God in them, and I have raised you up to sit as a king and decree judgments, and I have raised you up to walk in victory." (August 19, 2007)

Psalm 1:1 — — Scripture References- Note a similar passage in Psalm 26:4-5.

Psalm 26:4-5, "I have not sat with vain persons, neither will I go in with dissemblers. I have hated the congregation of evil doers; and will not sit with the wicked."

Note a similar verse: 

Proverbs 12:26, "The righteous is more excellent than his neighbour: but the way of the wicked seduceth them."

Psalm 1:2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD and in his law doth he meditate day and night.
Psalm 1:2 — "But his delight is in the law of the LORD" - Comments- Everyone who is born again has a divine desire to know more about the Lord, to know His Word. A new believer must begin to feed this desire with God"s Word. He must protect this holy desire, lest they become quenched by the cares of this world.

The phrase "the law of the Lord" is not limited to the Mosaic Law, or to the Pentateuch. It is a summary of writings of the entire Old Testament. We see an example of this in Nehemiah 9:3, when it is called "the Book of the Law of the Lord." The Jews who returned from the Babylonian captivity had been reading from the Book of the Law for days. What Old Testament books were included in the phrase, "Book of the Law of the Lord"" Since the entire Old Testament history of Israel is reflected in the prayer that they prayed in chapter 9, it is proper to assume that most of the Old Testament books were being read to the Jews under the description "Book of the Law." No single Old Testament book would give them this much history of Israel. This prayer is a summary of what the Jews had been learning during the past month of assemblies.

In John 10:34, Jesus quotes from the book of Psalm by calling it the "Law." 

John 10:34, "Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods?"

At other times, Jesus groups the Old Testament into the Law, the writings, and the prophets ( Luke 24:44).

Luke 24:44, "And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me."

It appears that the Jews in the Old Testament referred to the entirety of their sacred writings as "the Law." By New Testament times, these books were grouped into three categories, the Law, the Writings and the Prophets. Yet, the term "the Law" is still used in the New Testament to refer to all the Scriptures, being carried over from the Old Testament. The Law is an abbreviated form of the three categories that are sometimes used.

Therefore, the Psalmist is referring to the entire Old Testament. In light of this fact, the Lord spoke to me one morning, as I had been meditating on this Psalm , that a person who delights in the law of the Lord is a person who is also looking to the hope of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. Notice that the people that Jesus taught in the Gospels were eagerly awaiting the Messiah.

The purpose of the Law was to lead us to Christ ( Galatians 3:24).

Galatians 3:24, "Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith."

Psalm 1:2 — "and in his law doth he meditate day and night" - Comments- In contrast to the counsel of the ungodly in Psalm 1:1 that entraps our minds, the Psalmist instructs us to protect our thought life by meditating on God"s Word. The books of Psalm , by their very nature as poetic literature, require meditating in order to understand their meanings. This is more true for the Hebrew poetic literature than for the books of the Law, history and prophecy. 

Illustration- When people are trained to detect counterfeit money, they are not exposed to numerous fake bills, but instead, they carefully study a genuine bill, so that they might be able to recognize any thing that is not genuine.

Psalm 1:2 — Comments- Through the purity and passion of a man's heart for the ways of God ( Psalm 1 :2s), a man allows God's Word to enter his mind through the sense gates of his eyes and ears. As he meditates upon the Word of God, his mind is renewed and he makes decisions base upon the divine principles of the Word ( Psalm 1:2 b). As the Word guides his decision, he follows a path that leads to prosperity ( Psalm 1:3).

Psalm 1:2 — Illustration- While meditating on Psalm 1:2, "But his delight is in the law of the LORD and in his law doth he meditate day and night," Evaluating my life, I began to realize that everything I had done since rededicating my life to the Lord at the age of twenty-one was for the purpose of having time to read study God's Word. I remember in 1980, I injured my leg on a construction job and had to set out of work for one week. It was one of the most exciting weeks of my life as I read the word day and night for several days. This experience only made me hunger for God's word even more. I soon enrolled in Seminary and was in class by August 1980. I spent every free moment studying God's Word, and took as many classes on the Bible as the school curriculum would allow. I remember one day while reading the book of Isaiah , how the words became so powerful and overwhelming that I had to shut the Bible and stand back. I stood in awe at the power of God's Word. Within three years of beginning my theological studies, I embraced the Full-Gospel message of divine healing and the gifts of the Holy Spirit. This compelled me to leave the Southern Baptist seminary and take an opened door to pastor a Charismatic church. I later returned to Seminary and finished my Master's degree, but always loved to study the Bible. In 1997 my wife and I were sent to the African mission field. I was able to get a laptop computer, and spent the rest of my spare time gathering digital commentaries and reference books and studying the Word of God on the computer. Each time I set down with the Word of God in a quiet place, it comes alive. I take notes as quickly as possible, and return for more, as long as time allows. It is such a passion that I find it difficult to think about or talk about other topics. Of course, I do struggle to balance this desire with my wonderful wife and family. (10 April 2010)

Psalm 1:3 And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.
Psalm 1:3 — "And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water" - Comments- In nature, there is nothing that illustrates stability and longevity more than a tree growing strong and standing tall in a fertile, watered land.

Psalm 1:3 — "that bringeth forth his fruit in his season - Comments- Just as plants and animals are guided by the seasons of nature, so does mankind have seasons of life. The blessings of the one who delights in the law of the Lord have seasons as well. If the Lord blessed us in certain areas before we are mature enough to manage these blessings, then the blessings could become a hindrance to our spiritual growth. Thus, we are to continue to walk in the Word of God knowing that He will orchestrate our seasons of blessings for us. We need not be anxious nor envy the wicked in their prosperity ( Psalm 37, 73).

Psalm 1:3 — "his leaf also shall not wither" - Comments- A tree that is planted by a constant source of water will always be green and flourishing, despite the dry, harsh environment around it. The arid, dry land of the Middle East is a great example of how a tree can stay green and healthy in a dry land. It symbolizes the fact that a bless man will walk in blessings even when adverse circumstances befall those around him.

Psalm 1:3 — Comments- Trees are often symbolic of men throughout the Scriptures ( Psalm 92:12-14, Isaiah 44; Isaiah 4, Jeremiah 17:8, Ezekiel 17:7-8; Ezekiel 19:10, Jude 1:12). Psalm 1:1-3 clearly uses this simile. 

Psalm 92:12-14, "The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. Those that be planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish in the courts of our God. They shall still bring forth fruit in old age; they shall be fat and flourishing;"

Isaiah 44:4, "And they shall spring up as among the grass, as willows by the water courses."

Jeremiah 17:8, "For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit."

Ezekiel 17:7-8, "There was also another great eagle with great wings and many feathers: and, behold, this vine did bend her roots toward him, and shot forth her branches toward him, that he might water it by the furrows of her plantation. It was planted in a good soil by great waters, that it might bring forth branches, and that it might bear fruit, that it might be a goodly vine."

Ezekiel 19:10, "Thy mother is like a vine in thy blood, planted by the waters: she was fruitful and full of branches by reason of many waters."

Jude 1:12, "These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots;"

While every species of tree is unique in its characteristics, they all have the common trait of seasonal fruit, for this is what they have been created to do, which is to bear fruit each season. Besides their genetic traits that determine their fruit-bearing seasons, the environment plays an important role in determining their potential of fruitfulness. Water is the single most important ingredient for a tree's prosperity. In a similar way, Psalm One tells us that God's Word is our source of "watering," causing us to prosper. Although we are all unique in our genetic make-up and gifts and callings, we all must continually feed our spirits upon God's Word in order to bear fruit, which is what we were also created to do.

Psalm 1:4 The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away.
Psalm 1:4 — Comments - In contrast to the righteous meditating upon God's Word, the ungodly do not "water" their lives with the same. However, they do bear the fruit of unrighteousness, so that God, in accordance with His divine nature, judges their evil works. As the wind purges the winnowing of the grain harvest, so does the Lord judge the works of the unrighteous.

The chaff is the empty husk of grain that is perishable, and blown to and fro by the wind. There is no better illustration in nature of instability and destructibility than the chaff of grain. Its purpose is fleeting and short lived. Once the grain of seed matures in the field, it is harvested and threshed. The purpose of chaff is ended. It is only to be discarded. John the Baptist used chaff to illustrate God"s judgment ( Matthew 3:12). The psalmist refers to the judgment of sinners in Psalm 1:5 alongside the simile of chaff in Psalm 1:4.

Matthew 3:12, "Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire."

Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

Psalm 35:5, "Let them be as chaff before the wind: and let the angel of the LORD chase them."

Psalm 1:5 Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.
Psalm 1:5 — "Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment" - Comments- On the great Day of Judgment, the righteous will still be able to stand before God, but the sinner will be taken away to destruction. The children of God will be saved, so as by fire ( 1 Corinthians 3:13-15).

1 Corinthians 3:13-15, "Every man"s work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man"s work of what sort it is. If any man"s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man"s work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire."

Psalm 1:5 — "nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous" - Comments- Just as chaff does not stay in the gathering of the grain basket, so does the sinner not stand with the congregation of the righteous. Psalm 1:5 suggests that the righteous will be a part of the judgment, referring to the Great White Throne Judgment. In fact, Paul tells us that the saints shall judge the world ( 1 Corinthians 6:2).

1 Corinthians 6:2, "Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the world? and if the world shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge the smallest matters?"

Psalm 1:5 — Comments- Psalm 1:5 uses poetic Hebrew parallelism to equate "the congregation of the righteous" with divine judgment. We can conclude that judgment upon depraved humanity can proceed from God's people. In other words, God judges the sinner through His people. We find many biblical examples of this in the Scriptures, as God raises up prophets, priests, and kings as instruments of His divine judgment, so that the men in these offices represent and serve as the voice of the congregation of the righteous.

Psalm 1:6 For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish. 
Psalm 1:6 — Comments- Through God's omniscience He blesses and curses mankind. His divine law of blessing and cursing has been predestined upon every man since the time of the fall. This law is reflected throughout the book of Psalm. God knows the righteous man's ways because they have been ordained by God himself. The righteous have followed His way in obedience and walk in the laws of divine blessing. In contrast, the ungodly are subjected to the laws of divine judgment.

02 Psalm 2 

Verses 1-12 

Psalm 2
Historical Background- Psalm two is a messianic psalm. The Jews in Jesus" day believed that Jesus was going to establish an earthly kingdom immediately and reign, without the cross, the burial, the resurrection, the ascension, and the second coming experiences.

Frances J. Roberts says that Psalm Two will be fulfilled with the events that surround the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. Note:

"This is the night of man's rebellion and disobedience. Ye are beginning to see the fulfillment of the second Psalm. But in this night, the door shall be opened. It shall be opened by the Bridegroom, and they who are watching, and they who have maintained their lamps of witness shall go in. Others shall see and shall desire to enter, but shall be too late. See that thy witness not cease. Only as ye have a full supply of My Spirit can the fire of testimony be kept alive. They who hold darkened lamps could scarcely be unbelievers; for the lamp is My Word. My Word without My Spirit can produce no witness. The fire is the witness, and the fire cometh never from the Word alone, but always from the Word and the oil of the Spirit. See that ye lose not the oil. When those who possess the oil have been taken away, where shall ye go to buy? Be filed, My people, and be burning, for when I come I shall come for the living, not for the dead; for the Living Witness I shall preserve to carry the light over into the Kingdom Age." 16]

16] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 159.

Characteristics - There are a number of New Testament references to Psalm 2 :

1. Acts 4:25-26 (quotes Psalm 2:1-2) - After the priest, captains of the temple and the Sadducees had threatened Peter and John for preaching Jesus and healing the lame man.

2. Acts 13:33 (quotes Psalm 2:7) - Paul was in the Antioch synagogue on his first missionary journey and said that God raised Jesus from the dead.

3. Hebrews 1:5 - (quotes Psalm 2:7) - A reference to Jesus Christ and his unique Glory.

4. Hebrews 5:5 (quotes Psalm 2:7) - In reference to Christ's priesthood.

Theme (Calling)- The theme of Psalm 2is the Lord calling the nations to worship the Son. The book of Psalm is written from the perspective of the passions of the heart. Thus, note how Psalm 2emphasizes the passion of the heathen's rebellion and the passion of the Lord's response to sinners. This psalm emphasizes God's call to the nations to repent and bow down to His Song of Solomon , exalted as King over all nations. Psalm 2follows Psalm 1, which emphasizes God's predestination for mankind, and reveals that we have been predestined to divine blessings if we will meet the condition of desiring and obeying God's word. Thus, Psalm 1, 2serve as an introduction to the book of Psalm in that they give us the first two phases of God's plan of redemption for mankind, which are predestination and divine calling. if we will meet the condition of desiring and obeying God's word

Structure (Persecutions of the Early Church and God's Deliverance) - Acts 5:17-42 and Acts 12:1-24 record the persecution of the early Church and Herod's judgment, which serves as an illustration of Psalm 2:1-5. In Acts 12:1-4 the heathen were raging against the Church by putting Peter in prison ( Psalm 2:1-3). In Acts 12:18 Peter's miraculous escape from prison stirred up the city and put it in derision ( Psalm 2:4). In Acts 12:20-23 God vexes them by killing King Herod ( Psalm 2:5). Psalm 2:7-9 describes the progress of the Gospel as it is preached to the nations and confirmed by signs and wonders from heaven. Psalm 2:10-12 offers every nation on earth a choice of blessing for receiving the Gospel or divine judgment for rejecting it.

The divine judgments upon the rebellious in Psalm 2:1-6 serve as examples for other nations in God's call for repentance ( Psalm 2:10-12), just as the judgment upon Egypt and Israel's deliverance recorded in the book of Exodus served as a warning to the Canaanite nations.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline of Psalm 2 :

Psalm 2:1-3 - Rebellion of Nations ( Psalm 2:3 - their confession)

Psalm 2:4-6 - Reaction of God ( Psalm 2:6 - God's confession) 

Psalm 2:7-9 - Reply given - Decree from God - Son reigns 

Psalm 2:10-12 - Response Needed 

Psalm 2:10 - Instruction from God.

Psalm 2:11 thru 12a,b- Reverence to God

Psalm 2:12 c- Blessed with God

Psalm 2:1-3 — Rebellion of the Nations - Psalm 2:1-3 describes nations in rebellion against God. This rebellion is progressive in the words, "rage…imagine…set themselves…take counsel together." For example, in Jesus ministry, there was a progression of events in the persecutions He received from the religious Jews that went from anger to murder. 

"rage" - The Pharisees were offended ( Matthew 15:12).

Matthew 15:12, "Then came his disciples, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Pharisees were offended, after they heard this saying?"

"imagine" - The Pharisees imagined thoughts to kill Jesus ( John 5:16; John 5:18; John 7:1; John 8:37; John 8:40). 

John 5:16 And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and sought to slay him, because he had done these things on the sabbath day."

"set themselves" and "take counsel together" - The Pharisees determined to kill Jesus and made plans to carry out their evil counsel ( Matthew 26:3-5, Mark 3:6).

Matthew 26:3-4, "Then assembled together the chief priests, and the scribes, and the elders of the people, unto the palace of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas, And consulted that they might take Jesus by subtilty, and kill him."

Mark 3:6, "And the Pharisees went forth, and straightway took counsel with the Herodians against him, how they might destroy him."

Psalm 2:1-3 — Rebellion of the Nations - Psalm 2:1-2 tells of the heathen gathering together and setting their hearts against God. This passage of Scripture is quoted in Acts 4:25-26, when the religious authorities were most outraged at the early Church. These are the kinds of people who persecuted Paul and Jesus Christ, as well as the New Testament church.

Acts 4:25-26, "Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things? The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ."

According to Acts 4:25-28, Psalm 2:1-2 was fulfilled by the events listed in Acts 4:27 :

1. By Herod, when he slew all the children under 2years old in Bethlehem and all coasts.

Matthew 2:16-18, "Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently enquired of the wise men. Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not."

2. By Pontus Pilate with the Gentiles:

Luke 23:24, "And Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they required."

3. By the people of Israel:

Acts 3:13, "The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let him go."

4. By the Herod of Jesus ministry:

Acts 4:27, "For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together,"

Psalm 2:1 Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?
Psalm 2:1 — "Why do the heathen rage" - Word Study on "rage" - Holladay says the word "rage" means, "restless," the NASB reads, "in an uproar," the NIV reads, "rage," the RSV reads, "conspire." This word describes what happens when you kick over their ant bed. The ants begin to swarm, as if in a rage.

Psalm 2:1 — "and the people imagine a vain thing" - Comments- These rebellious imaginations are worthless meditations because no one plans against God and succeeds ( Deuteronomy 28:29, Romans 1:21-25).

Deuteronomy 28:29, "And thou shalt grope at noonday, as the blind gropeth in darkness, and thou shalt not prosper in thy ways: and thou shalt be only oppressed and spoiled evermore, and no man shall save thee."

Psalm 2:1 — Comments- The rage of the heathen and their imaginations leads to conspiracies and vain plots, which are described in the next verse. When we set our heart to do what we want to do, and not what God plans for us, we are also, as believers, guilty of this. God's wrath could be kindled against us. Song of Solomon , we too, should serve God fearfully ( Psalm 2:11).

Psalm 2:11, "Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling."

Psalm 2:2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying,
Psalm 2:2 — "The kings of the earth set themselves" - Comments- The NIV reads, "The kings of the earth take their stand."

Psalm 2:2 — "and against his anointed" - Word Study on "anointed" - We get the English word "Messiah" from a transliteration of the Hebrew word "anointed" ( מָשִׁיחַ) (H 4899). We can see the translation of Messiah as the Anointed One in Acts 4:27, which refers to Psalm 2:1-2. The title "Christ" means "the Anointed One," since it is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word "Messiah" ( John 1:41).

Acts 4:27, "For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together,"

Acts 10:38, "How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him."

John 1:41, "He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the Messias, which Isaiah , being interpreted, the Christ."

Scripture References - Note a similar verse:

Psalm 45:7, "Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows."

Psalm 2:3 Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us.
Psalm 2:3 — Comments- Psalm 2:3 is a statement made by the people mentioned in Psalm 2:2, who are rising up in rebellion against God and His word as man clings to his traditions. To the spiritual minded, the truth sets you free ( John 8:32), but the ungodly see the Word of God as bondage. To the carnal minded, God's Word is a restriction, and worldliness appears to be freedom.

John 8:32, "And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."

Illustrations- The ungodly want to break God"s Words and cast them away.

John 8:37, "I know that ye are Abraham"s seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my word hath no place in you." 

Luke 19:14, "But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign over us."

Revelation 19:19, "And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army."

Psalm 2:4-5 — God's Response to Man's Rebellion- In response to such persecutions by the world, God"s children prayed to God. The Lord answers the prayers of His children when they cry out to Him. One illustration is the early Church responding to persecutions by praying to Him ( Acts 4:24), so that the powers of Satan are broken ( Acts 4:27-29). Another illustration is Jehoshaphat"s prayer for deliverance in 2 Chronicles 20:1-30. A third illustration is Hezekiah"s prayer for deliverance in 2 Chronicles 32:1-19.

Acts 4:24, "And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is:"

Acts 4:27-31, "For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word, By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus. And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness."

After God destroyed Pharaoh"s army in the Red Sea, Moses sang a song of deliverance, saying "And in the greatness of thine excellency thou hast overthrown them that rose up against thee: thou sentest forth thy wrath, which consumed them as stubble." ( Exodus 15:7)

Psalm 2:4 He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.
Psalm 2:4 — "He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh" - Comments- God sits, or dwells, in Heaven ( Psalm 11:4). God also laughs ( Psalm 37:13; Proverbs 1:26). Why does God laugh? Because man"s rebellion is like the tools in a man's hand in rebellion against the man himself. It is as silly as the axe and saw, or the rod and staff rebel against the man who is using them ( Isaiah 10:15).

Psalm 11:4, "The LORD is in his holy temple, the LORD"S throne is in heaven: his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of men."

Psalm 37:13, "The Lord shall laugh at him: for he seeth that his day is coming."

Proverbs 1:26, "I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh;"

Isaiah 10:15, "Shall the axe boast itself against him that heweth therewith? or shall the saw magnify itself against him that shaketh it? as if the rod should shake itself against them that lift it up, or as if the staff should lift up itself, as if it were no wood."

In Jeremiah , it is like the potter and clay to the one who made them ( Jeremiah 18:6).

Jeremiah 18:6, "O house of Israel, cannot I do with you as this potter? saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the potter"s hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel."

Psalm 2:4 — "the Lord shall have them in derision" - Comments- It means, "A laughing in contempt or scorn, or making fun of." 

Psalm 2:4 — — Scripture Reference- Note: 

Acts 5:39, "But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God."

Psalm 2:5 Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure.
Psalm 2:5 — Comments- Psalm 2:5 b becomes more intense in force than 25a because the Hebrew uses the Piel construction. The verb "vex" is used in the intensive form, meaning, "to terrify." ( Hebrews 10:31) Thus, the NIV reads, "Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,"

Hebrews 10:31,"It is a fearful thing to tall into the hands of the living God."

Psalm 2:6 Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion.
Psalm 2:6 — "Yet have I set my king" - Comments- Jesus Christ is the King of Kings ( 1 Timothy 6:15, Revelation 17:14; Revelation 19:16).

1 Timothy 6:15, "Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords;"

Revelation 17:14, "These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful."

Revelation 19:16, "And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS."

Psalm 2:6 — "upon my holy hill of Zion" - Comments- In God"s presence, no sin dwells. Zion is a place of holiness. We will not make it to Heaven with sin in our lives ( Psalm 24:3-4, Matthew 5:8, Hebrews 12:14).

Psalm 24:3-4, "Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully."

Matthew 5:8, "Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God."

Hebrews 12:14, "Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:"

In the millennial reign, Zion will be the Messianic seat, and in the new heavens and earth, it will be the "The new Jerusalem". (See Revelation 21:2 thru Psalm 22:5). Note other references to Zion:

Psalm 48:1-2, "Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness. Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King."

Isaiah 2:2-3, "And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD"S house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem."

Revelation 14:1, "And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his Father"s name written in their foreheads."

Psalm 2:6 — Comments- God places His Son in Zion by defeating His enemies in a similar way that David took Jerusalem from the Jebusites who were mocking him ( 2 Samuel 5:6-7).

2 Samuel 5:6-7, "And the king and his men went to Jerusalem unto the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the land: which spake unto David, saying, Except thou take away the blind and the lame, thou shalt not come in hither: thinking, David cannot come in hither. Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion: the same is the city of David."

Psalm 2:7 I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.
Psalm 2:7 — "I will declare the decree" - Comments- A decree was issued by a king, and man was unable to alter its words.

2 Chronicles 30:5, "So they established a decree to make proclamation throughout all Israel, from Beersheba even to Daniel , that they should come to keep the passover unto the LORD God of Israel at Jerusalem: for they had not done it of a long time in such sort as it was written."

Ezra 5:13, "But in the first year of Cyrus the king of Babylon the same king Cyrus made a decree to build this house of God."

Ezra 5:17, "Now therefore, if it seem good to the king, let there be search made in the king"s treasure house, which is there at Babylon, whether it be Song of Solomon , that a decree was made of Cyrus the king to build this house of God at Jerusalem, and let the king send his pleasure to us concerning this matter."

Ezra 6:1, "Then Darius the king made a decree, and search was made in the house of the rolls, where the treasures were laid up in Babylon."

Esther 2:8, "So it came to pass, when the king"s commandment and his decree was heard, and when many maidens were gathered together unto Shushan the palace, to the custody of Hegai, that Esther was brought also unto the king"s house, to the custody of Hegai, keeper of the women."

Daniel 3:10,"Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, shall fall down and worship the golden image:"

Esther 8:8 says that the writing, or decree, of a king may no man reverse. If the decree of a king cannot be reversed by Prayer of Manasseh , how more irreversible is the decree from God ( Psalm 119:89). 

Esther 8:8, "Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh you, in the king"s name, and seal it with the king"s ring: for the writing which is written in the king"s name, and sealed with the king"s ring, may no man reverse."

Psalm 119:89, "For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven."

God's Word has been spoken in Psalm 2:7. Because this divine decree has already been made (foreordained), Jesus could say, "Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above…" ( John 19:11), and the early Church could say, "Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God…" ( Acts 2:23), and "For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done." ( Acts 4:28). 

John 19:11, "Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin."

Acts 2:23, "Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:"

Acts 4:28, "For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done."

Psalm 2:7 — "the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee" - Comments- According to Acts 13:33, Psalm 2:7 speaks of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus was begotten at his first birth with Mary. He was begotten at His second birth with the resurrection. — 

Acts 13:33, "God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second Psalm , Thou art my Song of Solomon , this day have I begotten thee."

This decree was made at Jesus" baptism ( Matthew 3:17, Mark 1:11, Luke 3:22).

Matthew 3:17, "And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Song of Solomon , in whom I am well pleased."

Mark 1:11, "And there came a voice from heaven, saying, Thou art my beloved Song of Solomon , in whom I am well pleased."

Luke 3:22, "And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well pleased."

It was made at the Mount of Transfiguration ( Matthew 17:5, Mark 9:7, Luke 9:35).

Matthew 17:5, "While he yet spake, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Song of Solomon , in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him."

Mark 9:7, "And there was a cloud that overshadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him."

Luke 9:35, "And there came a voice out of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him."

This phrase is the first in a series of statements that God makes about Jesus Christ in the book of Hebrews ( Hebrews 1:5).

Hebrews 1:5, "For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Song of Solomon , this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?"

Thus, Psalm 2:7 is a reference to Jesus' resurrection from dead by the Father ( Acts 13:33), and also, a reference to the Son"s uniqueness divinity ( Hebrews 1:5; Hebrews 5:5). 

Acts 13:33, "God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second Psalm , Thou art my Song of Solomon , this day have I begotten thee."

Hebrews 1:5, "For unto which of the angels said he at any time, Thou art my Song of Solomon , this day have I begotten thee? And again, I will be to him a Father, and he shall be to me a Son?"

Hebrews 5:5, "So also Christ glorified not himself to be made an high priest; but he that said unto him, Thou art my Song of Solomon , to day have I begotten thee."

Psalm 2:8 Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.
Psalm 2:8 — "I shall give thee" - Comments- In the Hebrew, this is the cohortive (or emphatic), meaning "I shall certainly give thee."

Psalm 2:8 — "the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession" - Comments- This inheritance includes all things, for Jesus is Lord over all.

Psalm 2:8 — Comments- Jesus did ask, in fulfillment of prophecy, in His prayer in John 17:1-26. We, as priests, can pray and intercede. We can ask for heathen and the parts of the earth.

John 17:4-5, "I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was."

Psalm 2:8 — Illustration- In 1984, I was working with Jack Emerson in Panama City, Florida. I was helping start a church with him. We had been praying for a piece of land for three years. On Monday morning, I went to him and we talked about this need. The Lord have quickened to me this verse in Psalm. I said that the Bible tells us to ask Him, and He will give us some land, based on this passage of Scripture. Jack then asked how much land we should ask for. I said that this verse says, "the uttermost parts," so let us pray for all of the available land in this area. Within seven days, a man called Jack and asked him if he could sell us his piece of property. We purchased this lot quickly. Then a neighbor, who had seen us buy the land, asked us if we would like to purchase some of his land across the street. We again purchased a second piece of property. Jack and I had prayed a pray of agreement together, and God honoured His Word.

Psalm 2:8 — — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Psalm 22:27-28, "All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD: and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee. For the kingdom is the LORD"S: and he is the governor among the nations."

Daniel 7:13-14, "I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed."

Psalm 2:9 Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter"s vessel.
Psalm 2:9 — "Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron" - Comments- Iron is used as a symbol of strength and authority throughout Scriptures. Until King David led the nation of Israel in to obedience to the Laws of God, the children of Israel lacked the wisdom to exploit the natural resources of iron and brass. But once God gave them the use of these metals, Israel began to rule in power and authority. In the building of the Temple, David had accumulated a tremendous amount of these metals ( 1 Chronicles 22:16).

1 Chronicles 22:16, "Of the gold, the silver, and the brass, and the iron, there is no number. Arise therefore, and be doing, and the LORD be with thee."

In contrast, the children of Israel were oppressed during the time of the Judges because their enemies were using iron ( Judges 1; Judges 19; Judges 4:3).

Judges 1:19, "And the LORD was with Judah; and he drave out the inhabitants of the mountain; but could not drive out the inhabitants of the valley, because they had chariots of iron."

Judges 4:3, "And the children of Israel cried unto the LORD: for he had nine hundred chariots of iron; and twenty years he mightily oppressed the children of Israel."

During the time of King Saul, the Philistines also oppressed the children of Israel because of the advantage of having iron weapons ( 1 Samuel 13:19-22).

1 Samuel 13:19-22, "Now there was no smith found throughout all the land of Israel: for the Philistines said, Lest the Hebrews make them swords or spears: But all the Israelites went down to the Philistines, to sharpen every man his share, and his coulter, and his axe, and his mattock. Yet they had a file for the mattocks, and for the coulters, and for the forks, and for the axes, and to sharpen the goads. So it came to pass in the day of battle, that there was neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any of the people that were with Saul and Jonathan: but with Saul and with Jonathan his son was there found."

Thus, we can see how iron represents strength. It is used as a symbol of strength and authority in Scripture in the phrase, "a rod of iron." ( Revelation 2:27; Revelation 12:5; Revelation 19:15)

Revelation 2:27, "And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father."

Revelation 12:5, "And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne."

Revelation 19:15, "And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God."

Psalm 2:9 — "thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter"s vessel" - Comments- God dashes them in pieces due to sin ( Isaiah 30:14, Jeremiah 19:11).

Isaiah 30:14, "And he shall break it as the breaking of the potters" vessel that is broken in pieces; he shall not spare: so that there shall not be found in the bursting of it a sherd to take fire from the hearth, or to take water withal out of the pit."

Jeremiah 19:11, "And shalt say unto them, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Even so will I break this people and this city, as one breaketh a potter"s vessel, that cannot be made whole again: and they shall bury them in Tophet, till there be no place to bury." 

Jesus will judge the nations 

Revelation 19:15, "And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God."

Revelation 19:18, "That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great."

Psalm 2:9 — Comments- The Church will rule over all with Jesus, for He is Lord over all. We as kings can rule and reign with Him, becoming rulers over nations ( Revelation 2:26-29).

Revelation 2:26-27, "And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father."

Revelation 12:5, "And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne."

Psalm 2:10 Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth.
Psalm 2:10 — "Be wise now therefore" - Comments- Note that they have just heard God's decree. Therefore, God hold them accountable for having this much wisdom.

Psalm 2:10 — "be instructed, ye judges of the earth." - Comments- Learn to be instructed by God and receive his wisdom. See Proverbs 2:1-5 and James 1:5-7, which tells us how to find wisdom.

Psalm 2:10 — Comments- In other words, take His counsel, lest you perish in the way with Him. The Lord's charge in Psalm 2:10 could be directed to the kings and rulers who are in rebellion in verse two, or to other kings of nations as the Kingdom of God expands over the earth. 

Psalm 2:11 Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.
Psalm 2:11 — "Serve the Lord with fear" - Comments- This means to obey the Lord. Blessed are those who obey His word! ( Hebrews 12:28)

Hebrews 12:28, "Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:"

Psalm 2:11 — Comments- Serve in the fear of the Lord. Tremble while rejoicing, for the joy of the Lord is our strength. We should serve God fearfully, rather than rebel in vain ( Psalm 2:1).

Psalm 2:11 — Scripture References- Note similar verses: 

Mark 5:33, "But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in her, came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth."

Ephesians 6:5, "Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ;"

Philippians 2:12, "Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling."

Psalm 2:12 Kiss the Song of Solomon , lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.
Psalm 2:12 — "Kiss the Song of Solomon , lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way" - Comments- A king was honoured by kissing his feet or his ring, in reverence. Kissing is also a sign of submission. Song of Solomon , Psalm 2:12 would be translated, "humble yourselves before God," or "do homage," or, "praise Him, lest He be angry." Without faith, it is impossible to please Him. We are to set our affections upon the Song of Solomon , and be devoted to this King.

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

John 5:23, "That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him."

Romans 14:11, "For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God."

Philippians 2:9-11, "Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father."

Psalm 2:12 — "when His wrath is kindled but a little" - Comments- The RSV, NIV, and NASB say, "his wrath can, or will, be quickly kindled." A man in rebellion to God will meet God's wrath.

Psalm 2:12 — "Blessed are all they that put their trust in him" - Comments- There are two extremes in Psalm 2:12. A person will either receive God's wrath or he will receive His blessings. We are blessed when we humbly place our trust in Him ( Matthew 18:3, Mark 10:14-15).

Matthew 18:3, "And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven."

Mark 10:14-15, "But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein."

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Psalm 34:8, "O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him."

Jeremiah 17:7, "Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is."

03 Psalm 3 

Verses 1-8 

Psalm 3
Structure- Though many rise against a child of God ( Psalm 3:1), though they say he will find no help in God ( Psalm 3:2), God is his protection ( Psalm 3:3). God does hear us when we cry ( Psalm 3:4-8).

Psalm 3:1 (A Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom his son.) LORD, how are they increased that trouble me! many are they that rise up against me.
Psalm 3:1 — Word Study on "increased" - Strong says the Hebrew word "increase" ( רָבַב) (H 7231) literally means, "to cast together," hence, "to increase in number." This is the same word that is used in 2 Samuel 15:12, except it is found in a contracted form ( רַב) (H 7227) in the book of Samuel.

2 Samuel 15:12, "And Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David"s counsellor, from his city, even from Giloh, while he offered sacrifices. And the conspiracy was strong; for the people increased continually with Absalom."

Psalm 3:2 Many there be which say of my soul, There is no help for him in God. Selah. 
Psalm 3:3 But thou, O LORD, art a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up of mine head.
Psalm 3:3 — "and the lifter up of mine head" - Comments- David"s head was bowed low in weeping as he fled Jerusalem ( 2 Samuel 15:30). 

2 Samuel 15:30, "And David went up by the ascent of mount Olivet, and wept as he went up, and had his head covered, and he went barefoot: and all the people that was with him covered every man his head, and they went up, weeping as they went up."

Psalm 3:4 I cried unto the LORD with my voice, and he heard me out of his holy hill. Selah.
Psalm 3:4 — "and he heard me out of his holy hill" - Comments- King David had forsaken the earthly hill of Zion in his escape from Absalom; yet he knew that God was still on His throne in the heavenly tabernacle. God was not moved. He is the same God when things appear calm as when things are in turmoil. God was on His throne and was able to deliver David. 

Psalm 3:5 I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the LORD sustained me. 
Psalm 3:6 I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against me round about.
Psalm 3:6 — Comments- There were literally tens of thousands of people who set themselves around King David when Absalom took the throne. In this story in 2Samuel, all of Israel, from Dan to Beersheba, gathered against David ( 2 Samuel 17:11-12). In the upcoming battle, twenty thousand of these Israelites died in battle ( 2 Samuel 18:7).

2 Samuel 17:11-12, "Therefore I counsel that all Israel be generally gathered unto thee, from Dan even to Beersheba, as the sand that is by the sea for multitude; and that thou go to battle in thine own person. So shall we come upon him in some place where he shall be found, and we will light upon him as the dew falleth on the ground: and of him and of all the men that are with him there shall not be left so much as one."

2 Samuel 18:7, "Where the people of Israel were slain before the servants of David, and there was there a great slaughter that day of twenty thousand men."

Psalm 3:7 Arise, O LORD save me, O my God: for thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the cheek bone; thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly.
Psalm 3:7 — "thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly" - Comments- This could mean that God will make his enemies powerless.

Psalm 3:8 Salvation belongeth unto the LORD: thy blessing is upon thy people. Selah.
Psalm 3:8 — Word Study on "salvation" - Strong says the Hebrew word "salvation" ( יְשׁוּעָה) (H 3444) means, "something saved, deliverance, aid, victory, prosperity, help, salvation." This is the same Hebrew word that is used in Psalm 3:2, "help." 

Comments- The enemy was mocking him by saying that there is no salvation, or help from God ( Psalm 3:2). 

Psalm 3:2, "Many there be which say of my soul, There is no help for him in God. Selah."

04 Psalm 4 

Verses 1-8 

Psalm 4
Psalm 4:1 (To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A Psalm of David.) Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness: thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress; have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer. 
Psalm 4:1 — Word Study on "enlarged" - Strong says the Hebrew word "enlarge" "rachab" ( רָחַב) (H 7337) is a primitive root that means, "to broaden." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 25 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "enlarge 18, wide 3, large 2, make room 2."

Psalm 4:1 — Comments- When we are faced with distressful situations, they seem to be bigger than we are. We often can see no way out at first. We sometimes feel unworthy to approach unto our God to deliver us from such a situation, but the Lord is the God of our righteousness. He makes us worthy. It is He who shows us mercy in the midst of our weakness when we do not feel worthy. He shows us a way out and gives us the strength to overcome. We feel a joy and fulfillment that we have trusted in the Lord. We feel bigger and stronger than we are because the Lord has made us strong to overcome. 

Psalm 4:2 O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into shame? how long will ye love vanity, and seek after leasing? Selah.
Psalm 4:2 — "O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into shame" - Comments- The word "glory" in Psalm 4:2 can refer to the office and anointing that the Lord had given to King David. These sons of men had despised David's office by attempting to bring him shame. They had used lying and vain activity to fight against King David. 

Psalm 4:2 — "how long will ye love vanity, and seek after leasing" - Comments- This included the seeking of idols, which are referred to as vanity.

DRC, "O ye sons of men, how long will you be dull of heart? why do you love vanity, and seek after lying?"

Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

Isaiah 41:29, "Behold, they are all vanity; their works are nothing: their molten images are wind and confusion."

Psalm 4:3 But know that the LORD hath set apart him that is godly for himself: the LORD will hear when I call unto him. 
Psalm 4:4 Stand in awe, and sin not: commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still. Selah.
Psalm 4:4 — Word Study on "Stand in awe" - BDB says the Hebrew word "stand in awe" ( רָגַז) (H 7264) means, "tremble, quake, rage, quiver, be agitated, be excited, be perturbed."

1. Qal- to quake, be disquieted, be excited, be perturbed

2. Hiphil- to cause to quake, disquiet, enrage, disturb

3. Hithpael- to excite oneself

The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 41times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "tremble 12, move 7, rage 5, shake 3, disquiet 3, troubled 3, quake 2, afraid 1, and misc 5."

Darby reads, "Be moved with anger, and sin not; meditate in your own hearts upon your bed, and be still. Selah."

The NKJV reads, "Be angry, and do not sin. Meditate within your heart on your bed, and be still. Selah

Therefore, it is very likely that Paul, the Apostle, was referring to this passage of Scripture in Psalm 4when he wrote Ephesians 4:26.

Ephesians 4:26, "Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath"

Scripture Reference- Also note: 

Psalm 4:8 says, "I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, only makest me dwell in safety."

Psalm 4:5 Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put your trust in the LORD. 
Psalm 4:6 There be many that say, Who will shew us any good? LORD, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us.
Psalm 4:6 — "Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us" - Comments- Or, "look favorably upon us." In this statement, David speaks a brief blessing upon these people. This phrase is viewed as a shorter version of the priestly blessing that the Lord commanded the priests to speak over the children of Israel. Many scholars believe that David had this blessing of Numbers 6:24-26 in mind. 

Numbers 6:23-27, "Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto them, The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. And they shall put my name upon the children of Israel; and I will bless them."

Psalm 4:7 Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more than in the time that their corn and their wine increased. 
Psalm 4:7 — Comments- When David blesses his enemies ( Psalm 4:6), he himself receives the same anointing that he has prayed for others to receive. This gladness of heart is the outward manifestation of the presence of the Holy Spirit.

Psalm 4:8 I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, only makest me dwell in safety.
05 Psalm 5 

Verses 1-12 

Psalm 5
Outline - Here is a proposed outline for Psalm Five:

Psalm 5:1-3 - Direction of prayer - towards God

Psalm 5:4-6 - Description of God's character

Psalm 5:7 

Psalm 5:8 - Prayer for guidance

Psalm 5:9-10 - Prayer against the wicked 

Psalm 5:11-12
Psalm 5:6 Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing: the LORD will abhor the bloody and deceitful man.
Psalm 5:6 — Word Study on "leasing" - Webster says the English word "leasing" means, "Or, "the act of lying, falsehood, a lie."

Psalm 5:9 For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; their inward part is very wickedness; their throat is an open sepulchre; they flatter with their tongue.
Psalm 5:9 — Word Study on "faithfulness" - Webster gives the following synonyms for "faithfulness" as "Trusty; honest; upright; sincere; veracious; trustworthy."

Psalm 5:9 — "their throat is an open sepulchre; they flatter with their tongue" - Comments- Paul quotes from Psalm 5:9 when he concludes that both Jews and Gentiles are under sin ( Romans 3:13). The rest of Romans 3:13 comes from Psalm 140:3. 

Romans 3:13, "Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips:"

Psalm 140:3, "They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent; adders" poison is under their lips. Selah."

06 Psalm 6 

Verses 1-10 

Psalm 6
Psalm 6:1 (To the chief Musician on Neginoth upon Sheminith, A Psalm of David.) O LORD, rebuke me not in thine anger, neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure. 
Psalm 6:2 Have mercy upon me, O LORD for I am weak: O LORD, heal me; for my bones are vexed.
Psalm 6:2 — "for I am weak" - Comments- When we clearly sin, there is a feeling of weakness that overwhelms us. We know better than to sin, but we decided to yield to temptation anyway. In this yielding, we realize just how weak we are in the presence of a mighty God. Paul explained to the Corinthians that when they sinned, they became weak ( 1 Corinthians 11:30).

1 Corinthians 11:30, "For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep."

Psalm 6:2 — "for my bones are vexed" - Comments- Bones represent the measure of a person"s health and spiritual vitality. Note:

Proverbs 3:8, "It shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones."

Proverbs 12:4, "A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband: but she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones."

Proverbs 14:30, "A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the bones."

Proverbs 15:30, "The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart: and a good report maketh the bones fat."

Proverbs 16:24, "Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to the soul, and health to the bones."

Proverbs 17:22, "A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones."

Psalm 6:3 My soul is also sore vexed: but thou, O LORD, how long?
Psalm 6:3 — "My soul is also sore vexed" - Comments- Jesus uses this phrase as He considers the distress of the upcoming crucifixion ( John 12:27).

John 12:27, "Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour."

Psalm 6:4 Return, O LORD, deliver my soul: oh save me for thy mercies" sake. 
Psalm 6:5 For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave who shall give thee thanks? 
Psalm 6:6 I am weary with my groaning; all the night make I my bed to swim; I water my couch with my tears. 
Psalm 6:7 Mine eye is consumed because of grief; it waxeth old because of all mine enemies. 
Psalm 6:8 Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; for the LORD hath heard the voice of my weeping. 
Psalm 6:9 The LORD hath heard my supplication; the LORD will receive my prayer. 
Psalm 6:10 Let all mine enemies be ashamed and sore vexed: let them return and be ashamed suddenly. 
07 Psalm 7 

Verses 1-17 

Psalm 7
Historical Background - Psalm Seen is one of several psalms that refer to David"s flight from King Saul.

Psalm 7:1 (Shiggaion of David, which he sang unto the LORD, concerning the words of Cush the Benjamite.) O LORD my God, in thee do I put my trust: save me from all them that persecute me, and deliver me:
Psalm 7:1 — Comments- Is the Hebrew name "Cush" ( כּוּשׁ) (H 3568) a reference to Kish ( קִישׁ) (H 7027), the father of King Saul? The names are similar in the Hebrew. 

Psalm 7:3 O LORD my God, if I have done this; if there be iniquity in my hands;
Psalm 7:3 — "if I have done this" - Comments- Some scholars say that this could be a reference to something that King Saul accused him of, as in 1 Samuel 24:9. It may be referring to an accusation to Kish, Saul"s father, or an accusation from an unknown person named Cush.

1 Samuel 24:9, "And David said to Saul, Wherefore hearest thou men"s words, saying, Behold, David seeketh thy hurt?"

08 Psalm 8 

Verses 1-9 

Psalm 8
Theme- Psalm 8 is considered by some scholars as a "hymn of praise," and more particularly, as a "hymn of creation." 17] This psalm shows that God created man as the pinnacle of His creation, and He thus gives to mankind His constant care. 

17] Peter C. Craigie, Psalm 1-50, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 19, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004), notes on Psalm 8, Form/Structure/Setting.
Literary Structure- As the psalmist begins to worship the name of the Lord ( Psalm 8:1), he is inspired to declare the authority that God has given to mankind through His glorious name ( Psalm 8:2), an authority that gives man dominion upon the earth ( Psalm 8:3-8). He ends with a final praise to God's name ( Psalm 8:9). As we take the prophetic message of Psalm 8 into the New Testament, the Evangelists reveal the power of the name of Jesus in taking dominion upon the earth as the Gospel is proclaimed. We read in the Gospel of Luke how Jesus Christ sent out His disciples to cast out demons and heal the sick through His name ( Luke 10:17). In the Gospel of Mark , Jesus commissions His disciples to preach the Gospel and work miracles in His name ( Mark 16:17). The early apostles learned that there was power in His name to heal ( Acts 3:16).

Luke 10:17, "And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name."

Mark 16:17, "And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;"

Acts 3:16, "And his name through faith in his name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all."

Psalm 8 is a prophecy regarding man's call to take dominion upon the earth using the wonderful name of Jesus Christ, as the author of Hebrews testifies in his citation of Psalm 8:4-6.

Psalm 8:1 (To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A Psalm of David.) O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens.
Psalm 8:1 — "To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A Psalm of David" - Comments - Three psalms open with a similar phrase, Psalm 8, 81, , 84. However, each of these three psalms are written by different authors: David, Asaph, and Korah.

Psalm 8:1, "To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A Psalm of David."

Psalm 81:1, "To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A Psalm of Asaph."

Psalm 84:1, "To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A Psalm for the sons of Korah."

Psalm 8:1 — "O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth" - Comments- Webster says the English word "excellent" means, "surpassing others in some good quality or the sum of qualities; of great worth; eminent, in a good sense; superior." 

Psalm 8:1 refers to Jesus" name. The New Testament teaches us that the church has authority in that name ( Mark 16:16, Luke 10:17, Acts 3:16).

Mark 16:17, "And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;"

Luke 10:17, "And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even the devils are subject unto us through thy name."

Acts 3:16, "And his name through faith in his name hath made this man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given him this perfect soundness in the presence of you all."

Psalm 8:1 — "who hast set thy glory above the heavens" - Comments- Jesus' name has been placed above every name in heaven and earth ( Philippians 2:9-11). Although man has been crowned with glory and honor upon earth ( Psalm 8:5), Jesus' name far exceeds all names ( Hebrews 1:4).

Philippians 2:9-11, "Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father."

Hebrews 1:4, "Being made so much better than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they."

Psalm 8:1 — Comments - As the psalmist opens Psalm 8 with praise, God responds by pouring out divine revelation upon the psalmist, who writes the rest of the psalm through divine inspiration. If David was the author, we see a man who had learned to worship God and move into an anointing, receiving and writing under divine inspiration.

Psalm 8:2 Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger.
Psalm 8:2 — Word Study on "ordained" - Strong says the Hebrew word "ordained" ( יָסַד) (H 3245) is a primitive root that means, "to set." Intensified, it means, "to found." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 42times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "foundation 15, lay 8, founded 8, ordain 2, counsel 2, established 2, foundation + 031171, appointed 1, instructed 1, set 1, sure 1."

Psalm 8:2 — Word Study on "strength" - Strong says the Hebrew word "strength" ( עֹז) (H 5797) means, "strength in various applications (force, security, majesty, praise)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 93times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "strength 60, strong 17, power 11, might 2, boldness 1, loud 1, mighty 1." Strong says it comes from the Hebrew verb ( עָזַז) (H 5810), which means, "to be stout."

Psalm 8:2 — Comments- Where does our strength to defeat the enemy come from? It comes out of our mouth in the form of praise. Jesus quotes Psalm 8:2 in Matthew 21:16, "And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?"

Jesus' quote uses the word "praise" in the place of "strength" because He was quoting from the LXX which reads, " ἐκ στόματος νηπίων καὶ θηλαζόντων κατηρτίσω αἶνον ἕνεκα τῶν ἐχθρῶν σου τοῦ καταλῦσαι ἐχθρὸν καὶ ἐκδικητήν." Thus, Brenton reads, "Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou perfected praise, because of thine enemies; that thou mightest put down the enemy and avenger."

By our praise we find strength to over come the enemy. Note these words from Frances J. Roberts:

"Praise Me, O My People, praise Me. Praise Me out of a heart full of love. Praise Me for every blessing and every victory. Yea, and praise Me when the most difficult thing to do is to praise. This is the victory that overcometh the world, even your faith, and praise is the voice of faith. It is faith rejoicing for victories claimed in advance. The song of praise is made of the very fabric of things hoped for. It becomes an evidence of unseen things. It is the raw material in My hands from which I fashion your victories.

"Give it to Me. Give Me much, give to Me often. I dwell in the midst of the praises of My people. I dwell there because I am happiest there, and just as surely as ye make Me happy with your praising, ye shall make the enemy most unhappy. He has no power whatsoever over a praising Christian. He cannot stand against a praising Church. This is the most powerful weapon ye can use against him. So praise is like a two-edged sword, the one side bringing health to your own spirit and the other side cutting down the enemy." 18]

18] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 126-7.

For example, when Moses held up his hands, Israel prevailed against the Amalekites in battle ( Exodus 17:11).

Exodus 17:11, "And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed." As long as Moses held up his hands, representing praise to God, Joshua prevailed.

We find another example of praise and God's judgment over the enemy of the Church in the book of Revelation. One of the major characteristics of the book of Revelations is its many references to worship around the throne of God. It is important to note that worship precedes judgment in Revelation For example, the worship seen in Revelation 4-5 precedes the opening of the seven seals. The worship in Revelation 15 precedes the pouring out of the seven vials of God's wrath. This insight into worship and judgment reminds us of Psalm 8:2, which tells us that when God's children worship Him, He responds by avenging their enemies.

God inhabits the praises of this people ( Psalm 9:2-3).

Psalm 9:2-3, "I will be glad and rejoice in thee: I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High. When mine enemies are turned back, they shall fall and perish at thy presence."

Babes and sucklings refer to the Church. By using Jesus" name, the Church overcomes Satan, Jesus" foe. This victory also involves intercession for a dying world.

Psalm 8:3 When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained;
Psalm 8:4-6 — — God's Exaltation of Prayer of Manasseh - Hebrews 2:6-7 quotes Psalm 8:4-6.

Hebrews 2:6-7, "But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is Prayer of Manasseh , that thou art mindful of him? or the son of Prayer of Manasseh , that thou visitest him? Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands:"

In Matthew 9:8 the people marveled that God had given such power unto men.

Matthew 9:8, "But when the multitudes saw it, they marvelled, and glorified God, which had given such power unto men."

Psalm 8:4 What is Prayer of Manasseh , that thou art mindful of him? and the son of Prayer of Manasseh , that thou visitest him? 
Psalm 8:4 — — Scripture Reference- Note a similar passage in Psalm 144:3.

Psalm 144:3, "LORD, what is Prayer of Manasseh , that thou takest knowledge of him! or the son of Prayer of Manasseh , that thou makest account of him!"

Psalm 8:5 For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour. 
Psalm 8:5 — "For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels" - Comments- Andrew Wommack teaches that mankind was never created to be below the office of the angel. 19] We see a clear verse stating the role of angels as servants to bring man along his journey of redemption in Hebrews 1:14, "Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?" The context of Psalm 8 supports the view that mankind was made a little lower than the angels in the sense that the angels dwell in God's presence while man was made to dwell upon the earth.

19] Andrew Wommack, Gospel Truth (Colorado Springs, Colorado: Andrew Wommack Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

The Hebrew word translated "angels" in Psalm 8:5 is "'elohiym" ( אֱלֹהִים) (430). The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 2 ,606 times in the Old Testament, being translated "God 2346, god 244, Judges 5, GOD 1, goddess 2, great 2, mighty 2, angels 1, exceeding 1, God-ward + 041361, godly 1." The only time it is translated "angels" is in Psalm 8:5. For this reason, many modern English translations choose to translate this statement as "thou made a little lower than God."

ASV, "For thou hast made him but little lower than God (or the angels), And crownest him with glory and honor."

God'sWord, "You have made him a little lower than yourself. You have crowned him with glory and honor."

HNV, "You have made him a little lower than God, And crowned him with glory and honor."

LITV, "For You have made him lack a little from God; and have crowned him with glory and honor."

NAB, "Yet you have made them little less than a god, crowned them with glory and honor."

RSV, "Yet thou hast made him little less than God, and dost crown him with glory and honor."

YLT, "And causest him to lack a little of Godhead, And with honour and majesty compassest him."

One translation uses the word "gods."

BBE, "For you have made him only a little lower than the gods, crowning him with glory and honour."

However, the New Testament quote of Psalm 8:4-6 is found in Hebrews 2:6-7, which supports the translation of "angel," using the Greek word ἄγγελος (H 32).

Hebrews 1:14, "Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?"

The LXX also supports the word "angels."

Brenton, "Thou madest him a little less than angels, thou hast crowned him with glory and honour."

Psalm 8:5 — "and hast crowned him with glory and honour" - Word Study on "crowned" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word ( עָטַר) means, "to cover," "to cloth oneself," "to wrap," or "to faint." TWOT says it means, "to enwrap, to cover." The TWOT says the most basic meaning of this word is seen in 1 Samuel 28:14, in which the prophet Samuel is wrapped in a robe or mantel. This same sense of the word is used in Psalm 104:2 when it describes God as clothed with light. The causative sense of this word is used in Isaiah 61:10 in which God clothes the righteous with garments of salvation.

1 Samuel 28:14, "And he said unto her, What form is he of? And she said, An old man cometh up; and he is covered with a mantle. And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the ground, and bowed himself."

Psalm 104:2, "Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment: who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain:"

Isaiah 61:10, "I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels."

Comments- How did God crown, or cloth, or wrap, man with glory and honour? He created man in His image; He gave man dominion and authority over the work of His hands; God exalted man above His creation to a position at the right hand of the Father in Christ Jesus. Some suggest that God crowned, or clothed, Adam and Eve with His glory so that they did not recognize their nakedness prior to the Fall. In other words, Adam and Eve were clothed with the light and glory of God.

What makes a man's life valuable and of much worth is the fact that God loves him; for He has crowned him with glory and honor. This means that our worth is not dependent upon our actions, as good or as evil as they may be. We cannot crown ourselves, nor can we take the crown off that our Almighty Creator gave to us.

Psalm 8:6 Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet:
Psalm 8:6 — "Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands" - Comments- This statement in Psalm 8:6 is parallel to the statement in Genesis 1:26-28, where God gave man dominion over the works of His hands.

Genesis 1:26-28, "And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth."

We know that Jesus went before us, so that this dominion will one day be restored ( Hebrews 2:10).

Hebrews 2:10, "For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings."

Psalm 8:6 — "thou hast put all things under his feet" - Comments- We find a references to this in 1 Corinthians 15:27, "For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him."

Psalm 8:7 All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field; 
Psalm 8:8 The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas. 
Psalm 8:8 — "and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas" - Comments- It was not until the late 1800's that man discovered the currents in the seas and oceans. Science has now proved that there are ocean currents that flow in "paths" across the world which affect weather and animal life on this earth. Isaiah 43:16 refers to ocean currents as well.

Isaiah 43:16, "Thus saith the LORD, which maketh a way in the sea, and a path in the mighty waters;"

09 Psalm 9 

Verses 1-20 

Psalm 9
Psalm 9:1 (To the chief Musician upon Muthlabben, A Psalm of David.) I will praise thee, O LORD, with my whole heart; I will shew forth all thy marvellous works.
Psalm 9:1 — "with my whole heart" - Comments- Praising and worshiping can be done not just thru singing and prayer, but in our daily activities, as we are conscience of God's presence in everything we do. When we endeavor to serve God with our finances, in how we relate to and lead our families, how we work faithfully on our jobs, how we control our attitudes, etc, in every area of our lives, we must be conscience to make decisions that will bring praise and honor to God. This means our whole heart ( Matthew 5:16).

Matthew 5:16, "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify you Father which is in heaven."

Psalm 9:2 I will be glad and rejoice in thee: I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High. 
Psalm 9:3 When mine enemies are turned back, they shall fall and perish at thy presence.
Psalm 9:3 — Comments- God inhabits the praises of His people. 

Psalm 9:9 The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in times of trouble.
Psalm 9:9 — "he shall judge the world in righteousness" - Comments- Paul makes a reference to Psalm 9:9 when he preached on Mar"s Hill ( Acts 17:31).

Acts 17:31, "Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead."

Psalm 9:10 And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee: for thou, LORD, hast not forsaken them that seek thee.
Psalm 9:10 — Comments- We must seek God to know His name.

Psalm 9:13-14 — "the gates of death....the gates of the daughter of Zion" - Comments- The gates of the cities were public gathering places for the people. It was at these gates that the elders of the cities made judgment. These two gates symbolize the gates to heaven and hell. This concept of gates is carried over into the New Testament ( Matthew 16:18).

Matthew 16:18, "And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."

10 Psalm 10 

Verses 1-18 

Psalm 10
Psalm 10:1 Why standest thou afar off, O LORD? why hidest thou thyself in times of trouble?
Psalm 10:1 — "Why standest thou afar off, O LORD?" - Comments- Note a similar cry from Job in Job 13:24, "Wherefore hidest thou thy face, and holdest me for thine enemy?" Note a similar verse in Psalm 13:1, "How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD? for ever? How long wilt thou hide thy face from me?"

Psalm 10:7 His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and fraud: under his tongue is mischief and vanity.
Psalm 10:7 — "His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and fraud" - Comments- Paul quotes from Psalm 10:7 to show that all people are under sin ( Romans 3:14).

Romans 3:14, "Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:"

11 Psalm 11 

Verses 1-7 

Psalm 11
Psalm 11:6 Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup.
Psalm 11:6 — "he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone" - Comments- Fire and brimstone are associated with judgment. One illustration of this is the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah ( Genesis 19:24). Another example is the destruction of the Canaanites during Joshua"s conquest of the Promised Land ( Joshua 10:11).

Genesis 19:24, "Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven;"

Joshua 10:11, "And it came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, and were in the going down to Bethhoron, that the LORD cast down great stones from heaven upon them unto Azekah, and they died: they were more which died with hailstones than they whom the children of Israel slew with the sword."

Psalm 11:6 — "this shall be the portion of their cup" - Comments- The cup represents difficult experiences that one must face. See:

Luke 22:42, "Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done."

John 18:11, "Then said Jesus unto Peter, Put up thy sword into the sheath: the cup which my Father hath given me, shall I not drink it?"

Revelation 14:10, "The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb:"

Revelation 16:19, "And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his wrath."

Psalm 11:7 For the righteous LORD loveth righteousness; his countenance doth behold the upright.
12 Psalm 12 

13 Psalm 13 

Verses 1-6 

Psalm 13
Psalm 13:6 I will sing unto the LORD, because he hath dealt bountifully with me.
Psalm 13:6 — Comments- Many of the Psalm of David begin in distress, but end in praise. 

14 Psalm 14 

Verses 1-7 

Psalm 14
Historical Background- Psalm 14is almost identical to Psalm 53:1-6; only Psalm 14:5-6 differ. Psalm 14is in book 1 ( Psalm 1-41) and Psalm 53is in book 2 ( Psalm 42-72). One difference when comparing these two Psalm is that Psalm 14used the word YHWH ( יְהוָֹה) (H 3068), while Psalm 53uses the general name for God "Eloheim" ( אֳלהִׁים) (H 430). This implies that the Psalm may have consisted of several separate, smaller books, with some of the Psalm being the same. At some point, these books were condensed into the entire book of Psalm as we know it today.

We see this duplication in Psalm 18,2Samuel 22. Also, Psalm 70:1-5 is a duplicate of Psalm 40:13-17. This duplication is also found in the book of Proverbs , implying that it had a similar composition. 

Psalm 14:1 (To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.) The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.
Psalm 14:1 — Word Study on "the fool" - Hebrew- The Hebrew word for fool is "nabal" ( נָבָל) (H 5036). This is also the name of the man called Nabal, whom God killed for his foolishness in 1Samuel 25.

Psalm 14:2 The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God. 
Psalm 14:3 They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 
Psalm 14:2-3 — Comments - Human Depravity- Romans 3:10-12 quotes from Psalm 14:2-3, revealing that that every person has sinned.

Romans 3:10-12, "As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one."

Psalm 14:4 Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eat up my people as they eat bread, and call not upon the LORD. 
Psalm 14:5 There were they in great fear: for God is in the generation of the righteous.
Psalm 14:5 — — "for God is in the generation of the righteous" - Scripture Reference- Note: 

Psalm 24:6, "This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah."

15 Psalm 15 

Verses 1-5 

Psalm 15
Psalm 15:1 (A Psalm of David.) LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill? 
Psalm 15:1 — "LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle" - Comments- This same question is asked in Psalm 24:3-6 and Isaiah 33:14-17. The same answer is given in each of these three passages of Scripture. Although every person is God"s creation, as stated in Psalm 15:1-2, only those who fear and serve the Lord are allowed access into His presence. Only the person with a pure heart can come into God's presence.

Psalm 24:3-6, "Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation. This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah."

Isaiah 33:14-17, "The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings? He that walketh righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil; He shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure. Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty: they shall behold the land that is very far off."

In Psalm 15:1 we see the priestly office being executed in the entrance into the tabernacle. Only a priest could enter into the Temple courts. This Psalm is prophetic of the priestly role of the New Testament believer.

Psalm 15:2 He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. 
Psalm 15:2 — Comments- This person walks uprightly, or blameless, and does what is right, and speaks the truth from his heart.

Psalm 15:3 He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour.
Psalm 15:3 — — "He that backbiteth not with his tongue" - Comments- The backbiter is a slanderer.

Psalm 15:3 — "nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour" - Comments- A reproach is a blame, a discredit, or a rebuke.

Psalm 15:4 In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear the LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.
Psalm 15:4 — — "In whose eyes a vile person is contemned" - Comments- A vile person is despised.

Psalm 15:4 — "He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not" - Comments- He keeps his vow, even when it hurts, or is costly. For example, Jephthah made a vow to sacrifice the first thing that comes from the doors of his house when he returned home. He kept his vow and sacrificed his own daughter ( Judges 11:31).

Judges 11:31, "Then it shall be, that whatsoever cometh forth of the doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the children of Ammon, shall surely be the LORD"S, and I will offer it up for a burnt offering."

Psalm 15:5 He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that doeth these things shall never be moved.
Psalm 15:5 — "He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent" - Comments- Usury is money loaned with interest payments. A reward would be a bribe.

Psalm 15:5 — "He that doeth these things shall never be moved"- Scripture Reference- Note: 

2 Peter 1:10, "Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall:"

16 Psalm 16 

Verses 1-11 

Psalm 16
Psalm 16:1 (Michtam of David.) Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my trust.
Psalm 16:1 — "Michtam of David" - Word Study on "Michtam" - Strong says the Hebrew word "michtam" ( מִכְתָּם) (H 4387) literally means, "an engraving," and as a technical term, "a poem." He says this word comes from a Hebrew root word ( כָּתַם) (H 3799), which means "to carve, or engrave." Therefore, some translations prefer to use a poetic term (NLT, Rotherham), while others prefer a more literal translation (DRC, LXX, VgClem).

NLT, "A psalm of David"

Rotherham, "A Precious Psalm of David"

DRC, "The inscription of a title to David himself"

LXX, " στηλογραφία τῷ δαυιδ"

VgClem, "Tituli inscriptio, ipsi David"

Comments- A similar Hebrew word ( כֶּתֶם) (3800) means, "something carved out, i.e. ore; hence, gold." Peter Craigie tells us that some scholars translate the title "A Golden Psalm" from "early rabbinical interpretations." 20] Therefore, we get a variety of translations that carry the idea of treasure or gold.

20] Peter C. Craigie, Psalm 1-50, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 19, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 154.

LITV, YLT, "A Secret Treasure of David"

Luther, "Ein glden Kleinod David"

There are six so called "Michtam Psalm" (16, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60), which open with the phrase "Michtam of David." A similar title "the writing of Hezekiah" is used as the title for the psalm of Hezekiah in Isaiah 38:9-20, which uses a similar Hebrew word ( מִכְתָּב) (H 4385), means "a writing, the characters of something written, or a document such as a letter, a copy, an edict, or a poem."

Psalm 16:1 — "Preserve me, O God" - Comments- The Hebrew word "preserve" is ( שָׁמַר) (H 8104).

Psalm 16:1 — "for in thee do I put my trust" - Comments- The Hebrew word "I put my trust" is ( חָסָה) (H 2620).

Psalm 16:2 O my soul, thou hast said unto the LORD, Thou art my Lord: my goodness extendeth not to thee;
Psalm 16:2 — "my goodness extendeth not to thee" - Comments- Note various modern English translations:

NIV, "Apart from you I have no good thing."

NASB and AmpBible, "I have no good besides thee."

NLT, "I have no other help besides yours."

Jesus refers to the Father's goodness in Luke 18:19, "And Jesus said unto him, Why callest thou me good? none is good, save one, that Isaiah , God." There are many references to the goodness of God ( James 1:17).

James 1:17, "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning."

Psalm 16:2 — Comments- The Hebrew text literally reads, "you said unto YHWH, ‘My Lord (art) thou. My goodness (kindness) not unto you.'"

Psalm 16:3 But to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight. 
Psalm 16:4 Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after another god: their drink offerings of blood will I not offer, nor take up their names into my lips.
Psalm 16:4 — Comments- We also should be careful not to utter the names of gods of other religions in vain.

Psalm 16:5-6 — The Lots and Lines of Our Inheritance- The words "lot" and "lines" refer to the inheritance of the Promised Land that was given out to the twelve tribes by the casting of the lot. David is saying that God"s eternal inheritance is of more value than his earthly inheritance. We see this same idea in Hebrews 11:8, where Abraham is said to have looked forward by faith to a heavenly city built by God.

Hebrews 11:8, "By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise: For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God."

Psalm 16:5 The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot.
Psalm 16:5 — "thou maintainest my lot" - Comments- You preserve, or make secure, my place given as an inheritance. 

Psalm 16:6 The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage.
Psalm 16:6 — "The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places" - Comments- That Isaiah , boundary lines. A lot is cast; therefore it has to first fall.

Psalm 16:7 I will bless the LORD, who hath given me counsel: my reins also instruct me in the night seasons.
Psalm 16:7 — Word Study on "reins" - Strong says the Hebrew word "reins" ( כִּלְיָה) (H 3629) literally refers to "the kidneys," and is a figurative reference to "the mind."

Psalm 16:8 I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 
Psalm 16:9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope.
Psalm 16:9 — Word Study on "glory" - Strong says the Hebrew word "glory" ( כָּבוֹד) (H 3519) literally means "weight," but it carries a figurative meaning of "spender, glory, or honor." He says this word comes from a Hebrew root word ( כָּבַד) (H 3513), which means "to be heavy," or figuratively, "to be numerous, rich, or honorable." 

The LXX translated this word as "tongue," ( η γλωσσα μου). Therefore, the New Testament quote of this passage in Acts 2:25-32 renders this word as "tongue" as well.

Acts 2:26, "Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope:"

Psalm 16:9 — — Comments- We see the spirit, soul and body referred to in Psalm 16:9.

Psalm 16:10 For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. 
Psalm 16:11 Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.
Psalm 16:8-11 — Comments - The Resurrection of Jesus Christ- Psalm 16:8-11 is quoted by the apostle Peter on the day of Pentecost as a fulfilled prophecy of the resurrection of Jesus Christ ( Acts 2:25-32).

Acts 2:25-28, "For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance."

On his first missionary journey, Paul the apostle argued with the Jews of Antioch in Pisidia in their synagogue regarding the resurrection of Jesus Christ by quoting from Psalm 16:10.

Acts 13:35, "Wherefore he saith also in another Psalm , Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption."

17 Psalm 17 

Verses 1-15 

Psalm 17
Psalm 17:8 Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings,
Psalm 17:8 — — "Keep me as the apple of the eye" - Scripture References- Note:

Deuteronomy 32:10, "He found him in a desert land, and in the waste howling wilderness; he led him about, he instructed him, he kept him as the apple of his eye."

Proverbs 7:2, "Keep my commandments, and live; and my law as the apple of thine eye."

Zechariah 2:8, "For thus saith the LORD of hosts; After the glory hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled you: for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye."

Psalm 17:9 From the wicked that oppress me, from my deadly enemies, who compass me about.
Psalm 17:9 — "from my deadly enemies, who compass me about" - Comments- This could be a reference to the events of Saul surrounding David, when he fled from Saul and was encircled by him at one time ( 1 Samuel 23:26).

1 Samuel 23:26, "And Saul went on this side of the mountain, and David and his men on that side of the mountain: and David made haste to get away for fear of Saul; for Saul and his men compassed David and his men round about to take them."

Psalm 17:15 As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness.
Psalm 17:15 — Comments- Psalm 17:15 is similar to 1 John 3:2, "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is."

18 Psalm 18 

Verses 1-50 

Psalm 18
Historical Background- Psalm 18 is found in 2 Samuel 22:1-51. 

Psalm 18:1 (To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, the servant of the LORD, who spake unto the LORD the words of this song in the day that the LORD delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul: And he said,) I will love thee, O LORD, my strength.
Psalm 18:1 — Comments- David purposes to love God and keep His commands ( 1 John 5:3), regardless of circumstances.

1 John 5:3, "For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous."

Psalm 18:6-12 — God Comes Down from Heaven- The description of God coming down from Heaven to intervene in the affairs of man in Psalm 18 is very similar to the vision that the prophet Ezekiel received in the first chapter of his writings (see Ezekiel 1:4-28). In addition, both David and the children of the Babylonian captivity were experiencing distress during this visitation from above.

Psalm 18:29 For by thee I have run through a troop; and by my God have I leaped over a wall.
Psalm 18:29 — Comments- When the anointing comes upon us, we feel that we can do anything. We become bold as a lion.

19 Psalm 19 

Verses 1-14 

Psalm 19
Historical Background- Psalm 19 shows the two ways that God reveals Himself to mankind: through creation, and through His Word. Creation gives us a general, or natural, revelation of God while the Scriptures give us specific, or special, revelation about Him. Psalm 19:1-6 deals with natural revelation while using the name El ( לא) for God. This is a contracted form of the Hebrew word Elohim ( םיהלא). Unfortunately, because of man's depravity, natural revelation is insufficient to redeem mankind. Therefore, Psalm 19:7-10 deals with special revelation through God's Word, and these verses use the proper Hebrew name for God YHWH ( הוהי), which has been revealed only to God's people Israel. E. W. Bullinger says that Psalm 19:1-6 reveals the Creator through His works, while Psalm 19:7-10 reveals Israel's Covenant God Jehovah through His Word. 21] He believes that the stars of the Zodiac were used before the time of Moses as a testimony of God to the children of man. When the Scriptures were recorded beginning with the Pentateuch around 1500 B.C, there was no longer any need to look to the stars for insight. For the divine revelation of God could now be found in the Holy Scriptures. Finally, Psalm 19:11-14 reveal man's proper response to his revelation to God.

21] E. W. Bullinger, The Witness of the Stars (London: E. W. Bullinger, c 1893), 2.

Theme- John 1:1-5 reveals to us the divine attributes of the Word of God. The Word is (1) eternal, (2) God Himself, (3) the medium of creation, and (4) the source of Life. Benny Hinn says that the "Word" within the context of this passage of Scripture means, "the Revelation of God." 22] In other words, since the beginning of time, God has revealed Himself to mankind through His creation by the means of "the light," or the revelation of Himself, that shines in the darkness of every man's soul. Hebrew Psalm 3:1 tells us that there are two aspects to God's being; His essence and His glory. John 1:1-5 tells us that the Word is an attribute of His essence, and Psalm 19:1 says creation reveals His glory. God's glory is revealed to mankind through His creation, while His essence is revealed through the Word of God. God's creation reveals to mankind a general revelation of Himself ( Psalm 19:1-6), while the Word reveals specific details of God's divine nature or essence ( Psalm 19:7-10).

22] Benny Hinn, "Fire Conference," Miracle Center Cathedral, Kampala, Uganda, 5-6 June 2009.

Hebrews 1:3, "Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;"

Psalm 19:1, To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork."

Outline - Here is a proposed outline of Psalm 19 :

— 1. Natural Revelation of God — — — — — — Psalm 19:1-6
— 2. Special Revelation of God — — — — — — Psalm 19:7-10
— 3. The Redemptive Purpose of Natural and Special Revelation — — Psalm 19:11-14
Psalm 19:1-6 — Natural Revelation of God- Psalm 19:1-6 deals with the theme of the natural revelation of God. We find a parallel passage to natural revelation in Romans 1:19-32, which teaches us that creation reveals to mankind the two-fold attributes of God. First, it reveals that there is an all-powerful and eternal God. Secondly, it reveals that this God is overseeing His creation as the Godhead. The amazing intricacies of nature tell us that creation has a purpose and a divine Creator who is intervening in His creation to insure that it fulfills its purpose.

Psalm 19:1 (To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.) The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork.
Psalm 19:2 Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge.
Psalm 19:3 There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard.
Psalm 19:4 b-6 — The Tabernacle for the Sun- Note that the greatest spectacle of God's creation and glory in the heaven is the sun.

In the book of Revelation , Jesus Christ is likened to the sun shining in its strength.

Revelation 1:16, "And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength."

Psalm 19:4 Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun,
Psalm 19:4 — Word Study on "line" - Strong says the Hebrew word "line" ( קַו) (H 6957) literally means, "a cord, especially for measuring." Figuratively, Strong says this word means, "a rule, a rim, or a musical string or accord." Holladay says it means, "a call." In Isaiah 28:10; Isaiah 28:13, the word "line" refers to a syllable imitating a prophetic speech, thus "line upon line."

Isaiah 28:10, "For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:"

Isaiah 28:13, "But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little; that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and taken."

Psalm 19:5 Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. 
Psalm 19:6 His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof.
Psalm 19:6 — Comments- Psalm 19:6 describes an amazing fact that the sun has a circuit. In other words, it does not just stand stationary in space. Scientists have discovered that the sun rotates along with all of the stars in the Milky Way galaxy in a full rotation. It takes the sun 220 million years to complete one galactic rotation. 23]

23] Hartmut Frommert and Christine Kronberg, "The Milky Way Galaxy," [on-line]; accessed 1September 2009; available from http://www.maths.tcd.ie/~powersr/New/notes/3rd%20%20year%20misc/3013%20galaxies/The%20Milky%20Way%20Galaxy.htm; Internet.

Psalm 19:7-10 — Special Revelation of God - Psalm 19:7-10 deals with special revelation through God's magnificent Word. Note in Psalm 19:1-6 the Psalmist begins by recognizing natural revelation through God"s glorious handiwork, then turns to recognize special revelation through God"s glorious Word.

Psalm 19:7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 
Psalm 19:7 — "The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul" - Word Study on "converting" - The TWOT says the Hebrew word שׁוּב (H 7725) is the twelfth most frequently used verb in the Old Testament, and is found seventy-one times in the book of Psalm. The TWOT says it basically means, "to (re)turn." Gesenius says its basic meaning is "movement back to the point of departure."

Comments - The Word of God is His "instrument" that restores man's soul, his inner make-up, his thoughts and mindset, back to the original state that God created man to be. Each person enters life with the innocence of a child, but as he grows up, the difficulties of life can defile and embitter the soul of man. God's Word is the only thing that is capable of restoring man's mind back to its original state of purity.

"the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple" - Comments - The Word of God gives wisdom to the person who lacks any sense. It takes the carnal mind of Prayer of Manasseh , depraved and darkened from sin, and restores it to the mindset that God intended it to be, a mind full of the wisdom of God, creating a person who understands the ways of God. If a person is not bright and intelligent, the Word of God will restore the mind and make it sharp and able to learn and understand.

Psalm 19:8 The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 
Psalm 19:8 — "The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart" - Comments - The heart of the new believer hungers for and delights in the Word of God.

Psalm 19:9 The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
Psalm 19:10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 
Psalm 19:10 — Comments - Nothing in the ancient world had more value than fine gold, and nothing in the ancient world tasted sweeter than honey.

Psalm 19:11-14 — The Redemptive Purpose of Natural and Special Revelation - The purpose of natural and special revelation is redemptive. Overwhelmed by the revelation of God"s glorious creation and His wondrous Word, the psalmist pleas to God in response to the revelation of Almighty God. In Psalm 19:11-14 the Psalmist is praying that sin will not have dominion over him ( Psalm 19:12), so that he might be found accepted by God ( Psalm 19:14). Note that David was the first person in the Holy Bible to call God his Father. In other words, he understood forgiveness of sins and fellowship with God, which revealed to him the fatherly attributes of God. Prior to David, no man understood this divine attribute of almighty God.

Psalm 19:11 Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward.
Psalm 19:11 — Comments - The Word of God will gives those who serve the Word warnings so that he avoids unnecessary problems in life.

Psalm 19:12 Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults. 
Psalm 19:12 — Comments- The psalmist repents of any hidden sins of the heart that he cannot specifically identify.

Psalm 19:13 Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression. 
Psalm 19:13 — "Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins" - Comments- Not only did the psalmist ask forgiveness for unknown sins, he also repents of willful, known sins. Presumptuous sins are those that man commits while knowing they are wrong.

Psalm 19:13 — "let them not have dominion over me" - Comments- In Genesis 4:7 God explained to Cain that his sacrifice was not accepted because of sin, and warns him not to let sin have dominion over him.

Genesis 4:7, "If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him."

Psalm 19:13 — "then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression" - Comments- The psalmist has tasted the joy of being upright with God as his conscience bears witness of his forgiveness of sins and pureness of heart. Perhaps the phrase "the great transgression" refers to the final day of judgment.

Psalm 19:14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.
Psalm 19:14 — "O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer" - Comments- Here we see the Trinity of the godhead. "O Lord" - The Hebrew word "Lord" used here is "YHWH". "my strength" - David knew that strength that comes from the anointing of the Holy Spirit. "and my redeemer" - He knew that the Messiah would one day come as a Redeemer, Jesus Christ. 
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Psalm 20
Psalm 20:1 (To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.) The LORD hear thee in the day of trouble; the name of the God of Jacob defend thee;
Psalm 20:1 — "the name of the God of Jacob defend thee" - Comments- Jesus taught the disciples to use His name in healing the sick and casting out demons. He also taught us to use His name in prayer.

Psalm 20:1 — "the God of Jacob" - Comments- Why is the name "the God of Jacob" used for God in Psalm 20:1? What reference to Jacob applies to this Psalm of help in the day of trouble? Perhaps no other story in the Scriptures displays a desperate man in trouble more than the night when Jacob wrestled with the angel of God all night at Peniel ( Genesis 32:7). Jacob prayed a prayer of desperate faith, relying of God"s promises, and not upon himself ( Genesis 32:9-12). If God could deliver Jacob, He could deliver any people. 

Genesis 32:7, "Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed: and he divided the people that was with him, and the flocks, and herds, and the camels, into two bands;"

Psalm 20:2-3 — Sacrifices in the Sanctuary and Petitions unto the Lord- In Psalm 20:2-3 the psalmist describes a person or nation making a sacrifice at the sanctuary of the Lord and looking to God for an answer to prayer. Often, before battle, the children of Israel would offer a sacrifice to God in prayer. We see this being done by Samuel at Mizpah ( 1 Samuel 7:7-13) and by King Saul at Gilgal ( 1 Samuel 13:4-9). Perhaps this Psalm became a pray that was used before going out to battle in the time of King David. The context of this Psalm supports a prayer before battle ( Psalm 20:7).

Psalm 20:2 Send thee help from the sanctuary, and strengthen thee out of Zion; 
Psalm 20:3 Remember all thy offerings, and accept thy burnt sacrifice; Selah.
Psalm 20:3 — Illustration - The alms and prayers of Cornelius came up before the throne of God as a remembrance ( Acts 10:4).

Acts 10:4, "And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God."

Psalm 20:4 Grant thee according to thine own heart, and fulfil all thy counsel.
Psalm 20:4 — — "Grant thee according to thine own heart" - Scripture Reference- Note: 

Psalm 37:4, "Delight thyself also in the LORD and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart."

Psalm 20:5 We will rejoice in thy salvation, and in the name of our God we will set up our banners: the LORD fulfil all thy petitions.
Psalm 20:6 Now know I that the LORD saveth his anointed; he will hear him from his holy heaven with the saving strength of his right hand. 
Psalm 20:7 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the LORD our God.
Psalm 20:7 — Comments- The name of the Lord can be called upon in times of trouble if His name is known.

In the history of Israel, the victories were never won on the battlefield, but in the prayer room. The battles may have been fought in the valleys, but the victories were won on the mountaintop. Joshua defeated the Amalekites in the valley while Moses held up the rod on the mountain (see Exodus 17:8-16). Note a similar verse in Proverbs 21:31, "The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but safety is of the LORD."
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Psalm 22
Historical Background- Note that the Old Testament passages of Jesus' crucifixion found in Psalm 22were prophesied hundreds of years before the Romans invented this method of punishment.

Structure - Psalm 22:1-21 b describe much of the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ. Psalm 22:21 c-26 declare His wonderful resurrection. Psalm 22:27-31 tells of the glorious fulfillment of the kingdom of God as a result of His victory over death, hell and the grave.

Psalm 22:1 (To the chief Musician upon Aijeleth Shahar, A Psalm of David.) My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring?
Psalm 22:1 — "To the chief Musician upon Aijeleth Shahar" - Comments- The Hebrew phrase "upon Aijeleth Shahar" ( עַל־אַיֶּלֶת הַשַּׁחַר) literally reads, "to the deer of the dawn." In the Song of Solomon Jesus is referred to figuratively as a deer ( Song of Solomon 2:9; Song of Solomon 2:17; Song of Solomon 8:14). The dawn is figurative of Christ's Resurrection.

Psalm 22:1 — "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" - Comments- Jesus uttered this cry on the Cross ( Matthew 27:46, Mark 15:34). Jesus must have wanted to quote more of this Psalm , but He probably had no breath left for it. However, this first sentence summarized and implies the rest of this Psalm.

Matthew 27:46, "And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"

Mark 15:34, "And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which Isaiah , being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"

The phrase "My God, my God" shows the certainty that Jesus is in a relationship with and knows God. The double phrase is for emphasis.

Psalm 22:2 O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou hearest not; and in the night season, and am not silent.
Psalm 22:2 — — Comments- Receiving a word from God can bring rest to our souls.

Psalm 22:3 But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel.
Psalm 22:3 — Comments- Yet, although God seems distant, He is Holy, and reigning on the throne. Note these insightful words from Frances J. Roberts:

"Behold, I am the Lord, Thy God; is anything too hard for Me? I am the light of the world, and the greatest darkness shall never be able to quench that light. I shall be to thee a cloud to preserve by day and a pillar of fire to protect by night. Both in the sunshine and in the darkness, I shall be near thee. Thou shalt delight in Me in thy joys; and in the place of difficulty My love for thee shall be as inescapably real as a blazing pillar of fire. Yea, all I was to Israel, and more, I shall be to thee. For have I not promised to give thee the desires of thine heart, and the heathen for thine inheritance.

"Let no fear hinder. For he that wavereth receiveth not. But keep thine heart single and every alien thought thou shalt rebuke in My Name, for it is of the enemy. For he knoweth full well that he has no defense against pure faith. Only if he can succeed to plant some seed of doubt can he hold back the blessing of heaven among the people of God and nullify the witness to the lost. So hold fast thy profession of faith, for there is a great recompense of reward. (Or we may say, the inheritance of faith is a most rewarding recompense.)

"So praise Me continually, for praise worketh faith, and God inhabiteth the praise of His people. If ever I seem to be far from thee, praise! If ever darkness seemeth to press about thee, this know, - thou hast neglected to praise Me. Love Me; pour out thy adoration and worship. Be sure of this: love never faileth. Loving Me never fails to bring Me to thy side. He seeth Me most clearly who lovest Me most dearly." 24]

24] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 107.

Psalm 22:3 — — Illustrations- 
1 Kings 8:11, "So that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud: for the glory of the LORD had filled the house of the LORD."

2 Chronicles 5:13, "It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the LORD and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of musick, and praised the LORD, saying, For he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: that then the house was filled with a cloud, even the house of the LORD"

Psalm 22:4 Our fathers trusted in thee: they trusted, and thou didst deliver them. 
Psalm 22:5 They cried unto thee, and were delivered: they trusted in thee, and were not confounded. 
Psalm 22:6 But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people.
Psalm 22:7 All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying,
Psalm 22:7 — — Scripture References- Note:

Matthew 27:39-40, "And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross."

Mark 15:29-30, "And they that passed by railed on him, wagging their heads, and saying, Ah, thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, 30 Save thyself, and come down from the cross." 

Psalm 22:8 He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him.
Psalm 22:8 — — Scripture References- Note:

Matthew 27:41-43, "Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said, He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him. He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God."

Mark 15:31-32, "Likewise also the chief priests mocking said among themselves with the scribes, He saved others; himself he cannot save. Let Christ the King of Israel descend now from the cross, that we may see and believe. And they that were crucified with him reviled him."

Luke 23:35-37, "And the people stood beholding. And the rulers also with them derided him, saying, He saved others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God. And the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar, And saying, If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself."

Psalm 22:9 But thou art he that took me out of the womb: thou didst make me hope when I was upon my mother"s breasts.
Psalm 22:10 I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my God from my mother"s belly.
Psalm 22:10 — Comments- The Lord had me read Psalm 22:10 often during the 1982-83school year. It became clear one Sunday afternoon when Mom called as she shared how much she had wanted to help her children. As she broke into tears over the telephone, she share how the Lord had shown her that we did not belong to her, but to God, for his marvelous service. Amen! Even from the womb we belong to God, not our parents. We have been entrusted to our parents by God, in order that they might train us up in the Lord's service. Thank you Jesus for your loving grace and mercy.

Psalm 22:10 — Comments- In her book A Divine Revelation of Heaven Mary K. Baxter writes, "An angel of the Lord said to me, ‘From the time of conception, a baby is an eternal soul…'" 25]

25] Mary K. Baxter, A Divine Revelation of Heaven (New Kensington, Pennsylvania: Whitaker House, 1998), 117.

Psalm 22:10 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Isaiah 44:2, "Thus saith the LORD that made thee, and formed thee from the womb, which will help thee; Fear not, O Jacob, my servant; and thou, Jesurun, whom I have chosen."

Isaiah 44:24, "Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the LORD that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself;"

Isaiah 49:1, "Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, ye people, from far; The LORD hath called me from the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my name."

Psalm 22:11 Be not far from me; for trouble is near; for there is none to help.
Psalm 22:12 Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round.
Psalm 22:12 — Word Study on "Bashan" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "bashan" ( בָּשָׁן) (H 1316) means "soft," or "sandy soil." PTW says it means, "fertile plain." Easton says it refers to a northern district east of the Jordan known for its fertility which was given to the half-tribe of Manasseh. It was formerly a part of the kingdom of Og. The Enhanced Strong says it is used 60 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Bashan 59, Bashanhavothjair + 2334."

Psalm 22:12 — Comments- The phrase "bulls of Bashan" occurs only once in the Old Testament. We can picture a land where there was an open range, without the barbed wire fences that we are familiar with today. We can imagine some breeds of cattle with an aggressive temperament. Such bulls amongst a herd of heifers would be very aggressive against anyone coming near the area. In contrast, some breeds of cattle are very mild in temperament. The psalmist may be comparing the aggressive bulls of Bashan to the aggressive actions of those who crucified Jesus Christ. 

John Gill says the bulls of Bashan represented all of the leaders who led in the crucifixion: the Jewish Sanhedrin, the priests, etc, as well as Herod and Pilate. 26]

26] John Gill, Psalm , in John Gill's Expositor, in OnLine Bible, v 20 [CD-ROM] (Nederland: Online Bible Foundation, 1992-2005), notes on Psalm 22:12.

Psalm 22:13 They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion. 
Psalm 22:14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels. 
Psalm 22:14 — Comments- I heard the personal testimony of a man who was attacked by a roaring lion. He told me that he turned his head to the left and saw only jaws and fangs coming at him. Fortunately, his colleague fired at the lion at the last second, hitting him in the chest and prevented his death. The fear that grips a person under such circumstances can be described like Psalm 22:14 when the physical body loses its ability to respond to danger because it becomes so weak.

Psalm 22:14 — Comments- The Shroud of Turin, which is believed to be the actual burial cloth of the Lord Jesus Christ, reveals a man who has been crucified. The image of a man that has somehow been burned into this cloth shows a swollen belly. This is the result of the effects of death by crucifixion as described in Psalm 22:14. 27]

27] Grant R. Jeffery, "The Mysterious Shroud of Turin," [on-line]; accessed 1September 2009; available from http://www.grantjeffrey.com/article/shroud.htm; Internet.

Psalm 22:15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the dust of death.
Psalm 22:16 For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have inclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.
Psalm 22:16 — "For dogs have compassed me" - Comments- The term "dogs" is used figuratively in Psalm 22:16 to describe evil men ( Isaiah 56:11, Philippians 3:2, Revelation 22:15).

Isaiah 56:11, "Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter."

Philippians 3:2, "Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision."

Revelation 22:15, "For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie."

Psalm 22:16 — "they pierced my hands and my feet" - Comments- Here is a reference to the nailing of Jesus to the Cross ( John 20:25-27).

John 20:25-27, "The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe. And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you. Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but believing."

The Shroud of Turin, which is believed to be the actual burial cloth of the Lord Jesus Christ, reveals a man who has been crucified. His hands were pierced where the hand joins the wrist. This is logical, since a nail in the middle of the palm lacks any bone to support the weight of a Prayer of Manasseh , and the nail would quickly tear through the hand under the body"s weight. If the nail was placed near to the wrist, a group of bones would be able to adequately support the body weight. 28]

28] Grant R. Jeffery, "The Mysterious Shroud of Turin," [on-line]; accessed 1September 2009; available from http://www.grantjeffrey.com/article/shroud.htm; Internet.

Psalm 22:17 I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me.
Psalm 22:18 They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.
Psalm 22:18 — Comments- Psalm 22:18 is quoted in the Gospels of Matthew and John as a fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy ( Matthew 27:35, John 19:24). These garments are also mentioned in the Gospels of Mark and Luke ( Mark 15:24, Luke 23:34).

Matthew 27:35, "And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture did they cast lots."

John 19:24, "They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers did."

Mark 15:24, "And when they had crucified him, they parted his garments, casting lots upon them, what every man should take."

Luke 23:34, "Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots."

Psalm 22:21 Save me from the lion"s mouth: for thou hast heard me from the horns of the unicorns.
Psalm 22:21 — Word Study on "the unicorns" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "unicorn" ( רְאֵם) (H 7214) probably refers the wild bull. Therefore, modern English versions often translated the word as "wild ox." The Enhanced Strong says the Hebrew word is found 9 times in the Old Testament and is translated "unicorn" all 9 times in the KJV. This word is only found in Hebrew poetry.

Psalm 22:21 — Comments- Two of the most powerful and dangerous animals in the land of Palestine would be the lion and the wild ox.

Psalm 22:22 I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee.
Psalm 22:22 — Comments- Psalm 22:22 is quoted in Hebrews 2:12, "Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee."
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Psalm 23
Introduction - The theme of Psalm 23is found in verse one, "When we look to the Lord as our Shepherd, we will not want." When the Lord is looking out for us, all of our needs will be taken care of. God never created us to experience lack. His original plan as we see in the Garden of Eden was to give man abundance. It is only when man forsook the Lord that lack and poverty came into his life. God will take care of our spiritual needs ( Psalm 23:2), our mental needs ( Psalm 23:3), our physical needs ( Psalm 23:4) and our financial, or material, needs ( Psalm 23:5). All of these needs are met out of His goodness and mercy ( Psalm 23:6) and not because of our own righteousness.

God goes before us daily to prepare our way. When we choose to walk in this way, His goodness and mercy are found. If we follow our own path, there is lack and despair. When Paul the apostle walked in God's plan for his life, all of his needs were supplied ( Philippians 4:18).

Philippians 4:18, "But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God."

Note these words from Frances J. Roberts:

"Heaven's resources are at thy command, and thou needest never to want, so long as I am thy Shepherd. Think not in thine heart that since I know all about thee, thou needest not tell Me. It is true that I know, but ye need to tell Me so that in the telling ye may experience the release of an open heart, and the fellowship of a Friend." 29]

29] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 111.

Psalm 23:1 (A Psalm of David.) The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
Psalm 23:1 — "The Lord is my shepherd" - Comments- Jesus is a Good Shepherd. A good shepherd is measured by the condition of his flock. For example, if you saw a shepherd walking down the road with a scarlet robe, holding a gold inlaid staff, with rich jewelry, you might as first thing that this was a noble person. But is his sheep that follow him are dirty, their ribs poke thru their fur, some are cut and bruised, and even have broken legs, you would no longer look at this man as good, but rather a bad shepherd. In addition, a good parent is measured by looking as the behaviour of their children, and not by the wealth of their home and car.

Notice how well taken care of the sheep are in this twenty-third Psalm. They lack nothing. There is plenty of food. Anytime you see cattle or sheep laying down during the day under a cool tree, it is because they have fed well that morning. The sheep in this Psalm are able lie down in green pastures with security and abundance.

Scripture References- Many other verses in the Scriptures refer to God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ as a type of shepherd over His people. Jesus is the good shepherd who went one step further than David"s list. Jesus gave his life for the sheep ( John 10:11).

John 10:11, "I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep."

Other similar verses:

Genesis 48:15, "And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life long unto this day,"

Psalm 78:52-53, "But made his own people to go forth like sheep, and guided them in the wilderness like a flock. And he led them on safely, so that they feared not: but the sea overwhelmed their enemies."

Psalm 80:1, "Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth."

Psalm 100:3, "Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture."

Ezekiel 34:31, "And ye my flock, the flock of my pasture, are men, and I am your God, saith the Lord GOD."

John 10:14, "I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine."

Hebrews 13:20, "Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant,"

1 Peter 2:25, "For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls."

1 Peter 5:2-4, "Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God"s heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away."

Psalm 23:1 — "I shall not want" - Word Study on "want" - Strong says the Hebrew word "want" ( חָסֵר) (H 2637) means, "to lack, fail." Holladay says it means, "to do without."

Comments- In Exodus 16:18, all of the people had enough manna. God moved on the hearts of those able to gather and blessed the souls who were not able to gather enough for their own needs.

Exodus 16:18, "And when they did mete it with an omer, he that gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered little had no lack; they gathered every man according to his eating."

In Acts 16:33-34, the jailer met the needs of Paul and Silas. That night Psalm 23:1 was again fulfilled. 

Acts 16:33-34, "And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway. And when he had brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house."

Nothing is impossible with God. Trust God, so shall your baskets be full, your cupboards running over and your needs met. Praise the Lord. If any man lacks Wisdom of Solomon , let him ask of God.

Scripture References- Other verses make this same statement.

Deuteronomy 2:7, "For the LORD thy God hath blessed thee in all the works of thy hand: he knoweth thy walking through this great wilderness: these forty years the LORD thy God hath been with thee; thou hast lacked nothing."

Deuteronomy 8:9, "A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing in it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig brass."

Psalm 34:9-10, "O fear the LORD, ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear him. The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the LORD shall not want any good thing."

Proverbs 13:25, "The righteous eateth to the satisfying of his soul: but the belly of the wicked shall want."

Matthew 6:33, "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you."

Psalm 23:1 — Comments- Tom Leuther, then an associate pastor of Calvary Cathedral International, said that the Lord spoke these words to him, saying "To the degree that I am your shepherd is the degree that you shall not want." 30] Mike Murdock said the Lord spoke to him and said, "Every step towards self-sufficiency is a step away from Me." 31] We cannot lie down in green pastures without allowing Jesus Christ to be our Shepherd. We cannot be led beside still waters without Him being our Shepherd. Our soul cannot be restored without being led by our Shepherd. Only our Shepherd can lead us in the paths of righteousness. We cannot walk through the valley of the shadow of death without fear unless He is our Shepherd. His rod and staff cannot be our comfort unless He is our Great Shepherd. We cannot partake of His table of blessings in the midst of enemies without the Great Shepherd. Our head cannot be anointed and our cup running over without Him being our Shepherd. His goodness and mercy will not follow us without Him being our Shepherd. We will not dwell eternally in the house of the Lord unless He is our Shepherd.

30] Tom Leuther, "Sermon," Calvary Cathedral International, Fort Worth, Texas.

31] Mike Murdock, interviewed by Rod Parsley, Breakthrough (Columbus, Ohio: Rod Parsley Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program, 23May 2010.

Psalm 23:2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
Psalm 23:2 — "He maketh me to lie down in green pastures" - Comments- The phrase "green pastures" refers to "pastures of tender grass." Matthew Henry says, "God's ordinances are the green pastures in which food is provided for all believers; the word of life is the nourishment of the new man. It is milk for babes, pasture for sheep, never barren, never eaten bare, never parched, but always a green pasture for faith to feed in." 32] Note 2 Samuel 23:4, "And he shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds; as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain."

32] Matthew Henry, Psalm, in Matthew Henry"s Commentary on the Whole Bible, New Modern Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc, 1991), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Psalm 23:2.

Notes these insightful words from Frances J. Roberts about the meaning of green pastures:

"When I promised thee green pastures, I had not in mind religious activity. When I said, ‘Come, buy milk and honey without money nor price', I was not challenging thee to fevered service, but to contemplative fellowship and collective communion. Only thus are souls made strong, and hearts made pure, and minds refreshed." 33]

33] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 136.

Scripture References- Note similar verses regarding a flock lying down:

Song of Solomon 1:7, "Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth, where thou feedest, where thou makest thy flock to rest at noon: for why should I be as one that turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions?"

Jeremiah 33:12, "Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Again in this place, which is desolate without man and without beast, and in all the cities thereof, shall be an habitation of shepherds causing their flocks to lie down."

Ezekiel 34:4, "The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost; but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them."

Scripture References- Note similar verses regarding green pastures and how God dries them up:

Jeremiah 23:10, "For the land is full of adulterers; for because of swearing the land mourneth; the pleasant places of the wilderness are dried up, and their course is evil, and their force is not right."

Jeremiah 25:37, "And the peaceable habitations are cut down because of the fierce anger of the LORD."

Lamentations 2:2, "The Lord hath swallowed up all the habitations of Jacob, and hath not pitied: he hath thrown down in his wrath the strong holds of the daughter of Judah; he hath brought them down to the ground: he hath polluted the kingdom and the princes thereof."

Amos 1:2, "And he said, The LORD will roar from Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, and the top of Carmel shall wither."

Lamentations 2:2, "The Lord hath swallowed up all the habitations of Jacob."

Joel 2:22, "Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for the pastures of the wilderness do spring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do yield their strength."

Psalm 23:2 — "he leadeth me beside the still waters" - Word Study on "still" - The Hebrew word "still" means "rest or satisfaction" ( Psalm 91:16; Psalm 95:11; Psalm 116:7; Psalm 132:8; Psalm 132:14, Isaiah 28:12; Isaiah 32:18, Jeremiah 6:16, Matthew 11:28-30, Hebrews 4:1-11). The same Hebrew word is used in Deuteronomy 12:9.

Deuteronomy 12:9, "For ye are not as yet come to the rest and to the inheritance, which the LORD your God giveth you."

Psalm 91:16, "With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him my salvation."

Psalm 95:11, "Unto whom I sware in my wrath that they should not enter into my rest. "

Psalm 116:7, "Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the LORD hath dealt bountifully with thee."

Psalm 132:8, "Arise, O LORD, into thy rest; thou, and the ark of thy 

strength."

Psalm 132:14, "This is my rest for ever: here will I dwell; for I have desired it."

Isaiah 28:12, "To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear."

Isaiah 32:18, "And my people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in quiet resting places;"

Jeremiah 6:16, "Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein. "

Matthew 11:28-30, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."

Hebrews 4:1-11 - Labour to enter into rest.

Word Study for "waters" - The Hebrew word "water" (H 4325) is always used in the plural form. It appears fifty times in the Old Testament and has a wide range of meanings. It literally means, "waters, floods, or seas." It occurs as a metaphor for the raging heathen, the chaotic, stormy seas at creation, and for vast nations, (or seas of people). It is used figuratively here to speak of life, sustenance, fertility, blessing, and refreshing. Note:

Psalm 1:3, "And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper."

Isaiah 12:3, "Therefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of 

salvation."

Isaiah 32:2, "And a man shall be as an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest; as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land."

Isaiah 55:1, " Hosea , every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price."

Isaiah 58:11, "And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not."

Jeremiah 17:8, "For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit."

Comments- The phrase "still waters" literally means, "waters of "stillness," whose quiet flow invites to repose. They are contrasted with boisterous streams on the one hand, and stagnant, offensive pools on the other.

God passes judgment upon the evil shepherds in Ezekiel 34:11-16; Ezekiel 34:25-31, but gives peace to His flock.

Psalm 23:3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name"s sake.
Psalm 23:3 — "He restoreth my soul" - Scripture References- Note a similar passage:

2 Corinthians 4:16, "For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day."

Psalm 23:3 — "he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name"s sake" - Comments- How does God lead us in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake? We see in 2 Samuel 12:14 that sin in the life of King caused the Lord"s name to be blasphemed by the sinners. This principle is true in every believer's life ( Romans 2:24, 1 Timothy 6:1, 2 Peter 2:2).

2 Samuel 12:14, "Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die."

Romans 2:24, "For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is written."

1 Timothy 6:1, "Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their own masters worthy of all honour, that the name of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed."

2 Peter 2:2, "And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of."

Scripture References- Note similar verses that refer to "paths of righteousness":

Psalm 65:11, "Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fatness."

Proverbs 4:11, "I have taught thee in the way of wisdom; I have led thee in right paths."

Proverbs 4:26, "Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established."

Isaiah 26:7, "The way of the just is uprightness: thou, most upright, dost weigh the path of the just."

Psalm 23:4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Psalm 23:4 — "Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil" - Comments - The event of David facing Goliath in the valley are commonly associated with the phrase "the valley of the shadow of death," since he fought Goliath in a valley ( 1 Samuel 17:2; 1 Samuel 17:40). 34]

34] Dave Wilkinson, David and Goliath, Moorpark Presbyterian Church, Moorpark, California, 27 April 2008 [on-line]; accessed 14June 2011; available from http://www.mppres.org/sermons/2008/Apr 27.html; Internet.

1 Samuel 17:2, "And Saul and the men of Israel were gathered together, and pitched by the valley of Elah, and set the battle in array against the Philistines."

1 Samuel 17:40, "And he took his staff in his hand, and chose him five 

smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a shepherd"s bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in his hand: and he drew near to the Philistine."

A valley was a place where a man of war was vulnerable, unlike the security of the high rocks.

Comments - Every person faces trials during his lifetime. The walk through the valley of the shadow of death involves a person's experiences, feelings and emotions. This is the natural man looking at life's difficult circumstances. In contrast, the decision to fear no evil is an attitude of the heart, which is the spirit man speaking in faith. 

Illustration- When I was diagnosed with prostate cancer in July 2006, I was troubled emotionally. It took me a while to get my fears and anxieties under control. However, all through this time of the initial news, there was a pounding faith in my hearts that declared, "I will not fear." Those years of meditating upon healing Scriptures and God's promises embedded within my heart the faith to overcome fear. I rose up and stood in faith, so that I did not have any surgery, but simply looked to the Lord for wisdom. He gave me some Scriptures that explained the cause and the cure for this disease that had encroached within my body. Now, having stood in faith and sought God's Wisdom of Solomon , I could overcome it and walk in health the rest of my life. The Lord was with me, and comforted me with His Word.

Scripture References- The phrase "the shadow of death" is used in other Scriptures ( Job 3:5, Isaiah 9:2).

Job 3:5, "Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it; let a cloud dwell upon it; let the blackness of the day terrify it."

Isaiah 9:2, "The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined."

Psalm 23:4 — "thy rod and thy staff they comfort me" - Word Study on "comfort" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "comfort" (H 5162) literally means, "to draw the breathe forcibly, to pant, to groan." He says in the Niphal it means, "to Lamentations , to grieve, to repent" and in the Piel, "to comfort," and in the Hithpael, "to grieve, to repent, to comfort oneself, to take revenge." The TWOT says this word is not used in the Qal, but primarily in the Niphal and the Piel. The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 108 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "comfort 57 ," "repent 41 ," "comforter 9 ," and "ease 1." The idea of repenting suggests the idea of deep signing because of regret. In its sense of comfort, the Piel form intensifies the action, so that it carries the idea of deep concern, rather than casual sorrow, so that someone joins with a person in weeping and signing together. 35] The TWOT says from this word are derived the names like "Naham," meaning "comfort," [PTW] " Nahum ," meaning "comforter," [PTW] and " Nehemiah ," meaning "Jehovah is consolation," [PTW] and "Menahem, meaning "comforter" [PTW].

35] Dick Mills, and David Mills, "Word Wealth on Psalm 23:4: Comfort," Spirit Filled Life Bible: New King James Version, ed. Jack W. Hayford (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson Publishers, c 1991),773.

Comments- Matthew Henry said that the rod and staff allude to "the shepherd's crook, or the rod under which the sheep passed when they were counted ( Leviticus 27:32), or the staff with which the shepherds drove away the dogs that would scatter or worry the sheep." 36]

36] Matthew Henry, Psalm, in Matthew Henry"s Commentary on the Whole Bible, New Modern Edition, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers, Inc, 1991), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Psalm 23:4.

Leviticus 27:32, "And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD."

Psalm 23:4 — Comments- Kenneth Hagin understands that Psalm 23reflects the Christian life. He says every believer is walking through the valley of the shadow of death because Satan has become the god of this world. 37]

37] Kenneth Hagin, The Triumphant Church (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1993, 1994), 162.

Psalm 23:5 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Psalm 23:5 — "Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies" - Comments- We see this table prepared for us in Proverbs 9:1-5. It is a table of meat and wine, of blessings and prosperity. Meat and wine are eaten during times of feasts and weddings, and not normally for everyday use. The poor man lived on bread and water, but divine wisdom will give us God"s best every day that we serve Him and eat at His table. 

Comments- Notice that God does not always remove our enemies from our presents. God often wants us to learn how to partake of His table of blessings in the midst of our difficult circumstances. But we cannot do this without making Jesus our Shepherd on a daily basis.

Scripture References- Note other uses of the word "table."

2 Samuel 9:11, "Then said Ziba unto the king, According to all that my lord the king hath commanded his servant, so shall thy servant do. As for Mephibosheth, said the king, he shall eat at my table, as one of the king"s sons."

Psalm 69:22, "Let their table become a snare before them: and that which should have been for their welfare, let it become a trap."

Psalm 78:19, "Yea, they spake against God; they said, Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?"

Malachi 1:12, "But ye have profaned it, in that ye say, The table of the LORD is polluted; and the fruit thereof, even his meat, is contemptible."

Luke 22:30, "That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel."

Psalm 23:5 — "my cup runneth over" - Comments- When we pour into our cups and glasses at the dinner table, it is our nature to stop before the cup is full so that it does not spill onto the table and then the floor. But this is not God's nature. God gives His children more than enough. God's will is that we have exceeding, abundantly, above all that we would ask or think of pouring into a cup ( Ephesians 3:20).

Ephesians 3:20, "Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us,"

The book of Proverbs reveals that when we give, God gives back to us more than we can contain. Our vats will overflow ( Proverbs 3:9-10).

Proverbs 3:9-10, "Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine."

When the children of Israel possessed the land of Canaan under the conquest of Joshua , the tribe of Judah took too much, so much so that they had to give some of their portions to their brethren, the tribe of Simeon.

Psalm 23:6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.
Psalm 23:6 — "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life" - Comments- The word "surely" is similar to Jesus saying, "Verily, verily." John Hagee says that God's goodness gives us what we do not deserve and God's mercy saves us from what we do deserve. 38]

38] John Hagee, John Hagee Today (San Antonio, Texas: John Hagee Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Psalm 23:6 — "I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever" - Comments- Psalm 27:4 reveals the purpose of dwelling in God"s house, which is to experience God"s presence and to find God"s leadership in his life.

Psalm 27:4, "One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple."

Psalm 23:6 — Comments- Psalm 23:6 says that the Lord will be with us both in this life ( Psalm 23:6 a) and in eternal life ( Psalm 23:6 b).

Scripture References - Note:

Proverbs 13:21, "Evil pursueth sinners: but to the righteous good shall be repayed."

24 Psalm 24 

Verses 1-10 

Psalm 24
Introduction- After reading of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, I asked the Lord why all Christians are not blessed with the blessings of Abraham the way this blessing abounds in Genesis? Psalm 24:4 and following were the Bible verses that the Lord showed me in order to answer this question.

Outline - Here is a proposed outline of Psalm 24.

Psalm 24:1-2 - Everything belongs to God

Psalm 24:3-6 - The righteous man can find God

Psalm 24:7-10 - Let him be Lord in your life

Psalm 24:1-2 — Everything Belongs to God- God (YHWH) is the owner of the earth ( Psalm 24:1) because He created it ( Psalm 24:2).

Psalm 24:1 (A Psalm of David.) The earth is the LORD"S, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.
Psalm 24:1 — "The earth is the LORD"S, and the fulness thereof" - Comments- Psalm 24:1 is quoted by Paul in 1 Corinthians 10:26; 1 Corinthians 10:28.

1 Corinthians 10:26, "For the earth is the Lord"s, and the fulness thereof."

1 Corinthians 10:28, "But if any man say unto you, This is offered in sacrifice unto idols, eat not for his sake that shewed it, and for conscience sake: for the earth is the Lord"s, and the fulness thereof:"

Psalm 24:1 — Comments- YHWH is the owner of this planet earth, and all of its fullness and every person and creature who dwells in it. 

Psalm 24:2 For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods.
Psalm 24:2 — Comments- The pronoun "it" is feminine in Hebrew, so that it refers to "earth" in Psalm 24:1. We know that deep beneath the earth are many underground rivers.

Genesis 7:11, "In the six hundredth year of Noah"s life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened."

NASB, "all the fountains of the great deep burst open." 

In Genesis 8:2 God stopped these deep fountains.

Genesis 8:2, "The fountains also of the deep and the windows of heaven were stopped, and the rain from heaven was restrained;"

Job 28:11(a) describes Genesis 8:2. 

Job 28:11, "He bindeth the floods from overflowing; and the thing that is hid bringeth he forth to light."

See also:

Psalm 95:4, "In his hand are the deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is his also."

Psalm 136:6, "To him that stretched out the earth above the waters: for his mercy endureth for ever."

Proverbs 8:28-29, "When he established the clouds above: when he strengthened the fountains of the deep: When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his commandment: when he appointed the foundations of the earth:"

Ezekiel 26:19, "For thus saith the Lord GOD When I shall make thee a desolate city, like the cities that are not inhabited; when I shall bring up the deep upon thee, and great waters shall cover thee;"

Psalm 24:2 — — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Job 38:4, "Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast understanding."

Job 38:8-11, "Or who shut up the sea with doors, when it brake forth, as if it had issued out of the womb? When I made the cloud the garment thereof, and thick darkness a swaddlingband for it, And brake up for it my decreed place, and set bars and doors, And said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here shall thy proud waves be stayed?"

Psalm 93:1, "The LORD reigneth, he is clothed with majesty; the LORD is clothed with strength, wherewith he hath girded himself: the world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved."

Psalm 96:10, "Say among the heathen that the LORD reigneth: the world also shall be established that it shall not be moved: he shall judge the people righteously."

Psalm 104:5-6, "Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be removed for ever. Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a garment: the waters stood above the mountains."

Psalm 119:90, "Thy faithfulness is unto all generations: thou hast established the earth, and it abideth."

Proverbs 30:4, "Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended? who hath gathered the wind in his fists? who hath bound the waters in a garment? who hath established all the ends of the earth? what is his name, and what is his son"s name, if thou canst tell?"

Jeremiah 5:22, "Fear ye not me? saith the LORD: will ye not tremble at my presence, which have placed the sand for the bound of the sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it: and though the waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevail; though they roar, yet can they not pass over it?"

Jeremiah 10:12-13, "He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the world by his Wisdom of Solomon , and hath stretched out the heavens by his discretion. When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens, and he causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures."

2 Peter 3:5, "For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:"

Psalm 24:3-6 — The Righteous Man Can Find God - Psalm 24:3-6 is similar to Psalm 15 and Isaiah 33:14-17 in its description of who can come into God"s presence. Although the whole world and all of its people belong to God ( Psalm 24:1-2), only the righteous have the privilege of coming into the presence of the Creator.

Scripture References- Note other similar verse on this topic:

Psalm 15:1-5
Psalm 66:18, "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:"

Proverbs 15:8, "The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD: but the prayer of the upright is his delight."

Proverbs 28:9, "He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination."

Isaiah 59:2, "But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear."

John 9:31, "Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth."

1 Peter 3:7, "Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered."

1 Peter 3:12, "For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil."

Psalm 24:3 Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place?
Psalm 24:3 — Comments- What follows Psalm 24:1-2 is the marvelous wonder that we can actually come to the most high God and find His blessings.

Psalm 24:4 He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully.
Psalm 24:4 — — "He that hath clean hands" - Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Psalm 26:6, "I will wash mine hands in innocency: so will I compass thine altar, O LORD:"

Isaiah 1:15, "And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood."

Matthew 27:24, "When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it."

Psalm 24:4 — — "who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity" - Scripture References- Note:

Psalm 94:11, "The LORD knoweth the thoughts of Prayer of Manasseh , that they are vanity."

Psalm 24:4 — Comments- Psalm 24:4 refers to the whole Prayer of Manasseh , spirit, soul and body. "Clean hands" refer to the outward actions (flesh, or body). A "pure heart" refers to the inward intents of the heart (spirit). "not lifted up his soul unto vanity" describes a mind not seeking God first, thus the soul of man. "sworn deceitfully" means that someone speaks and does not fulfill his word, thus a reference to the tongue of man. Song of Solomon , here we have the body, spirit, soul and tongue. This has to be a perfect, complete Prayer of Manasseh , with no sin in any area of his life. Of course, we understand from the New Testament that no earthly many qualifies for access unto God except the Lord Jesus Christ. We now come into His divine presence through the blood of Jesus our Redeemer. 

Note verses that are very similar in describing the heart and hands of a man in approaching God: 

Psalm 73:13, "Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocency."

James 4:8, "Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded."

Psalm 24:5 He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
Psalm 24:5 — Comments- Why are all Christians not blessed as in Deuteronomy 28:1-14? Because they do not strive to fulfill Psalm 24:4 in their lives, in living a pure life.

Psalm 24:6 This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah.
Psalm 24:6 — — "the generation of them that seek Him" - Scripture Reference- Note:

Psalm 14:5, "There were they in great fear: for God is in the generation of the righteous."

Psalm 14:6, "Ye have shamed the counsel of the poor, because the LORD is his refuge."

Psalm 24:6 — "that seek thy face, O Jacob" - Comments- Why "Jacob"? Perhaps because God had in mind Genesis 32:30, where Jacob wrestled with an angel and met God face to face. He sought God and was blessed. This follows the idea of NASB, "who seek your face- even Jacob."

Genesis 32:30, "And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved."

Note alternative readings, "Who seek Your face, O God of Jacob" (LXX), or, "Who seek Your face, as Jacob did." 

Psalm 24:7-10 — Let Him be Lord In Your Life- In her book Caught Up Into Heaven Marietta Davis describes in her heavenly vision the Ascension of our Lord into Heaven after His Resurrection. 39] In this vision, several voices from Heaven declare the words to Psalm 24:7-10. We often think of doors being in front of us, but she sees these as the open doors of Heaven inviting their King into glory. In other words, she sees this passage as a prophecy of Jesus' Ascension.

39] Marietta Davis, Caught Up Into Heaven (New Kensington, Pennsylvania: Whitaker House, 1982), 174-5.

Note these comments from Frances J. Roberts that give insight into this passage of Scriptures:

"Behold, I have placed within thee a spring of living water. For My Spirit shall be a continual flowing forth of life from thine innermost being. This I have promised to all My children, and this ye may experience as ye claim it by faith. For all My promises are received by faith. None are gained by merit, nor are they awards for human achievements.

"It is My Life that I am giving you. It is not an emotion; it is not a virtue, though these may follow subsequently. It is Myself. Divine grace, heavenly love, infinite mercy, fathomless peace, - all these shall spring forth unbeckoned and irrepressible out of the deeps within thee because My Spirit has taken residence there.

"If there be dryness within thy soul and ye have not this life flowing forth, ye need not grieve, neither chide thyself for being empty. Fill up the empty place with praise. Thou mayest by praise open to Me the gates of the temple of thy soul. The King shall enter and bring His glory. The Rose of Sharon shall bloom in thy heart and His fragrance shall be shed abroad." 40]

40] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 42.

Note that Psalm 24:9-10 repeat Psalm 24:7-8 for emphasis.

Psalm 24:7 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. 
Psalm 24:8 Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. 
Psalm 24:9 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in. 
Psalm 24:10 Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah.
Psalm 24:10 — "The LORD of hosts" - Comments- God is captain of the armies of Israel ( Joshua 5:14), of the armies of angels ( Luke 2:13), and of all the hosts of nations ( Jeremiah 3:19). 

Joshua 5:14, "And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his servant?"

Luke 2:13, "And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,"

Jeremiah 3:19, "But I said, How shall I put thee among the children, and give thee a pleasant land, a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations? and I said, Thou shalt call me, My father; and shalt not turn away from me."

25 Psalm 25 

Verses 1-22 

Psalm 25
Introduction - Psalm 25 is an alphabetical acrostic poem, though slightly incomplete. In other words, the first letter of each verse of this Psalm is a succession of the Hebrew alphabet. However, this succession is incomplete in the fact that two of the Hebrew letters, ב and ק, are not placed at the beginning of a verse, but rather, within the verses, yet still in the order of the alphabet. 

Literary Structure - Psalm 25 contains an inclusio structure in that the opening Psalm 25:1-2 are restated in Psalm 25:20, one of the closing verses. In both verses, the psalmist asks that he not be shamed as he puts his trust in God and that he would triumph over his enemies. Although Psalm 25:19-20 does not restated the opening verses word-for-word, the same concepts are clearly expressed.

Psalm 25:7 Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness" sake, O LORD.
Psalm 25:7 — "Remember not the sins of my youth" - Comments- When we are in great distress, we tend to look back in order to find a cause for our punishment. Here, David looks all the way back to his years as a foolish youth, in which behavior all adults find something to regret. Note that Job also mentions his youthful sins in his distress: 

Job 13:26, "For thou writest bitter things against me, and makest me to possess the iniquities of my youth."

Psalm 25:8 Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way.
Psalm 25:8 — Word Study on "sinner" - Strong says the Hebrew word "sinner" ( חַטָּא) (H 2400) means, "a criminal, one who is accounted guilty." He says the root meaning of this word literally means, "to miss." A sinner is one who has missed the way, or has been led astray. Therefore, a sinner needs to literally find his "way" back to the right path. Psalm 25:8 says that the Lord will teach the sinner how to find the right way.

Psalm 25:13 His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the earth.
Psalm 25:13 — Comments - When a man fears God and follows the path that God chooses for his life, his soul will be at ease and prosperity will come so that his children will be blessed after him.

Psalm 25:14 The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; and he will shew them his covenant.
Psalm 25:14 — — "The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him" - Illustrations:
Abraham:

Genesis 18:17-19, "And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? For I know him, that he will command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him."

Prophets:

Amos 3:7, "Surely the Lord GOD will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto his servants the prophets."

The Apostles:

John 15:15, "Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known unto you."

Psalm 25:14 — "and he will shew them his covenant" - Comments- God will demonstrate His covenant in the lives of His children. Others will see God at work in their lives, but will not understand why they are blessed.

The Lord progressively revealed His divine names to the patriarchs of the Old Testament. Within these names were revealed His character. In His character is seen His covenant promises. There are many aspects to God's covenant with men. These aspects are not revealed quickly and at one time in our lives today. His progressive revelation will work in our lives today as we serve the Lord. As we walk with the Lord, we see His faithfulness and His ability to work in every area of our lives in bringing us to perfection. We will learn the manifold aspects of His divine covenant with those who love Him and serve Him.

Psalm 25:14 — Comments - The Lord has revealed to me a number of truths from His Word that most believers do not understand. These "secrets" have given me victory time and again. He reveals insights in the principles of the Kingdom of God, aspects of His divine covenant with His children. I have written perhaps all of these insights in my spiritual diary.

Psalm 25:22 Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles.
Psalm 25:22 — Comments- After David prays for himself, he prays for his kingdom, the nation of Israel. David knows that the issues and problems in his life will affect the entire nation. God provides for the nation according to how He provides for David.

26 Psalm 26 

Verses 1-12 

Psalm 26
Theme - The theme of Psalm 26 declares that God shows mercy towards those who walk upright before Him. We must keep in mind that the Old Testament Scriptures are delivered and written as prophecy. No man has walked perfectly upright before the Lord all of His days. Therefore, only the man Jesus Christ has fulfilled the prophecy of Psalm 26. We have failed to fulfill Psalm 26 in our own goodness. Yet, there is hope; for in Christ Jesus we can now partake of the same upright before God described by the psalmist. We can rejoice in God's mercy towards us. We can shout with thanksgiving for all His is doing for us, knowing that we are secure in God's love because of what Jesus Christ accomplished on Calvary. Therefore, the psalmist was speaking prophetically both of the Lord Jesus Christ and of the believers put their trust in Him. We can walk upright before God because of Christ's Atonement and Exaltation at the right hand of God the Father.

Literary Structure - The psalmist opens this psalm with a cry for the Lord to be the judge of his right standing before God ( Psalm 26:1-2) based on God's mercy and truth ( Psalm 26:3). He has separated himself from the lifestyle of the wicked ( Psalm 26:4-5). The sacrifice has been paid that atones for his sins and renders him innocent because his sins are no more ( Psalm 26:6). With his guilt washed away by the blood of the sacrifice, he rejoices with thanksgiving ( Psalm 26:7). His desire is in God's presence ( Psalm 26:8). Still having a sense of his mortal frailty, the psalmist cries out to God to help him in his walk of integrity and deliver him from wickedness ( Psalm 26:9-10). His soul cries out for eternal redemption ( Psalm 26:11), which will be partially fulfilled for mankind as Calvary, when man is born again and his inner man made new; but complete redemption of man's soul and body will not take place until the resurrection of the saints. However, in expectation of eternal redemption, his life is secure in God's hands while he worships God with the congregation of saints ( Psalm 26:12).

Psalm 26:1 (A Psalm of David.) Judge me, O LORD for I have walked in mine integrity: I have trusted also in the LORD therefore I shall not slide.
Psalm 26:2 Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; try my reins and my heart.
Psalm 26:1-2 — Comments - A Prayer for God to Justify (or Save) Him- The cry for God to judge him ( Psalm 26:1) is parallel in thought to the next verse where he asks God to examine him and prove him ( Psalm 26:2). It is a cry for God to justify him based upon his faith in God. In the Church age, we would consider this a cry for God to save us, resulting in the born again experience.

Psalm 26:3 For thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes: and I have walked in thy truth.
Psalm 26:3 — Comments - The psalmist understands that his right standing with God is based on His mercy and His truth (His Word). 41]

41] Carl Bernard Moll, The Psalm , trans. Charles A. Briggs, John Forsyth, James B. Hammond, and J. Fred McCurdy, in Lange's Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, vol 9, ed. Philip Schaff (New York: Scribner, Armstrong and Co, 1892), 195.

Psalm 26:4 I have not sat with vain persons, neither will I go in with dissemblers.
Psalm 26:5 I have hated the congregation of evil doers; and will not sit with the wicked.
Psalm 26:6 I will wash mine hands in innocency: so will I compass thine altar, O LORD:
Psalm 26:6 — "I will wash mine hands in innocency" - Comments - We read in Matthew 27:24 that Pilate washed his hands before the multitude as a testimony of his innocence in the decision to crucify Jesus Christ. Perhaps this behaviour was Pilate's effort to follow a Jewish custom that clearly communicated a message to the crowd.

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Deuteronomy 21:6-7, "And all the elders of that city, that are next unto the slain Prayer of Manasseh , shall wash their hands over the heifer that is beheaded in the valley: And they shall answer and say, Our hands have not shed this blood, neither have our eyes seen it."

Psalm 73:13, "Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocency."

Matthew 27:24, "When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it."

Psalm 26:12 My foot standeth in an even place: in the congregations will I bless the LORD.
Psalm 26:12 — Comments - As with much Hebrew poetry, chiasm forms a part of the literary structure of Psalm 26. Perhaps Psalm 26:1 and Psalm 26:12 offer parallel thoughts regarding the psalmist walking without stumbling, and his praise to God for His divine mercy towards him.

"My foot standeth in an even place" - The psalmist had walked the hills of Palestine while tending his sheep and he knew how unstable and slippery were these rocky slopes. He makes an analogy of his carefulness to physically walk in this unstable, hilly land to the carefulness of his spiritual walk with God. The opening and closing verses of Psalm 26 offer poetic chiasm with parallel thoughts. He opened the psalm saying that he had walked in integrity and his feet will not slide ( Psalm 26:1), a walk that is comparable to walking on even, level soil. He will not stumble or fall if he walks with integrity, because the Lord will keep him from falling ( Psalm 26:12).

"in the congregations will I bless the LORD" - The parallel thoughts in Psalm 26:1 and Psalm 26:12 allow us to conclude that the Lord has vindicated the psalmist as a man of righteousness ( Psalm 26:1); therefore, he will bless the Lord in the congregations of other believers ( Psalm 26:12). He will testify with thanksgiving of God's goodness towards him for walking upright ( Psalm 26:7). 

27 Psalm 27 

Verses 1-14 

Psalm 27
Structure- If we will purify our hearts ( Psalm 27:2), then we will have access into God's presence ( Psalm 27:4). It is in God's presence where we find protection in times of trouble ( Psalm 27:5-6). He will never be far from us ( Psalm 27:9) and will be closer to us than our own father and mother ( Psalm 27:10). He will strengthen us during times when we would otherwise faint ( Psalm 27:13-14).

Psalm 27:1 (A Psalm of David.) The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
Psalm 27:1 — "the LORD is the strength of my life" - Comments- What does it mean for the Lord to be "the strength of my life"? When you know that He is with you, then you are not afraid. You are willing to make decisions knowing that the Lord will see you through. There is much inner courage and strength that is gained by His presence and by your experiences of His delivering you out of adversities.

Psalm 27:4 One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to enquire in his temple.
Psalm 27:4 — Comments - David fled in exile into the wilderness and was deprived of the opportunity to worship the Lord in the Tabernacle for a long period of time. Upon his return to Jerusalem and his appointment as king over Judah and Israel, a determination was deposited in his heart to worship the Lord with an intensity that exceeded all those around him. In his office as king, he first subdued those neighbours who were hostile towards Israel. Having established peace, his desire turned towards the construction of a magnificent place of worship for the Lord. Having been told by the prophet Nathan that his son Solomon would build the Temple ( 2 Samuel 7:1-17), David spent the rest of his kingship gathering materials and making plans for the construction of the first Temple.

Sometimes hardships in our lives turn us into a different person, a person that we could have never been had we not experienced difficulties. We become a person determined with an energy that no man can stop to do a great work for the Lord, as we see in the life of David.

Scripture References- Note: 

Psalm 23:6, "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever."

Psalm 27:14 Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.
Psalm 27:14 — Word Study on "wait" - Strong says the Hebrew word "qavah" ( קָוָה) (H 6960) means literally, "to bind (together) (perhaps by twisting), to collect." Figuratively, it means, "to expect, to gather (together), to look patiently, to tarry, to wait (for, on, upon)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 49 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "wait 29, look 13, wait for 1, look for 1, gathered 1, misc 4."

28 Psalm 28 

Verses 1-9 

Psalm 28
Theme - The Lord YHWH hears our cries when we pray, and He gives us strength to overcome.

Psalm 28:1 (A Psalm of David.) Unto thee will I cry, O LORD my rock; be not silent to me: lest, if thou be silent to me, I become like them that go down into the pit.
Psalm 28:1 — "Unto thee will I cry, O LORD my rock; be not silent to me" - Comments - The psalmist had watched the pagans around him pray to their idols, amazed as these people worshipped their silent gods. These idols of wood and stone glared back at their worshippers without having heard a sound, for their have no ears, no eyes, and no existence. The psalmist knew his God was the true and living God, a God who cares and reached down and answers prayer.

Psalm 28:1 — "lest, if thou be silent to me, I become like them that go down into the pit." - Comments - Hell is a place where God no longer hears the cries of mankind. Yes, they cry out and scream for mercy for eternity, but there is none to hear, no one cares. As the rich man cried out for help in Luke 16:22-31, his prayers were denied.

Psalm 28:2 Hear the voice of my supplications, when I cry unto thee, when I lift up my hands toward thy holy oracle.
Psalm 28:2 — "when I lift up my hands toward thy holy oracle" - Comments- Jack Taylor gave an illustration of how he is moved emotionally when he goes into a house and his grandchild lifts his hands up to him to be picked up ( Psalm 63:4; Psalm 119:48; Psalm 134:2). 42]

42] Jack Taylor, "Sermon Series on Praise," Southcliff Baptist Church, Fort Worth, Texas, September, 1982.

Psalm 63:4, "Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name."

Psalm 119:48, "My hands also will I lift up unto thy commandments, which I have loved; and I will meditate in thy statutes."

Psalm 134:2, "Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the LORD."

29 Psalm 29 

Verses 1-11 

Psalm 29
Psalm 29:6 He maketh them also to skip like a calf; Lebanon and Sirion like a young unicorn.
Psalm 29:6 — Word Study on "the unicorns" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "unicorn" ( רְאֵם) (H 7214) probably refers the wild bull. Therefore, modern English versions often translated the word as "wild ox." The Enhanced Strong says the Hebrew word is found 9 times in the Old Testament and is translated "unicorn" all 9 times in the KJV. This word is only found in Hebrew poetry.

Psalm 29:7 The voice of the LORD divideth the flames of fire.
Psalm 29:8 The voice of the LORD shaketh the wilderness; the LORD shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh.
Psalm 29:9 The voice of the LORD maketh the hinds to calve, and discovereth the forests: and in his temple doth every one speak of his glory.
Psalm 29:10 The LORD sitteth upon the flood; yea, the LORD sitteth King for ever.
Psalm 29:11 The LORD will give strength unto his people; the LORD will bless his people with peace.
30 Psalm 30 

Verses 1-12 

Psalm 30
Historical Background- This Psalm was for the dedication of the house of David. This house is referred to in 2 Samuel 5:11. 

2 Samuel 5:11, "And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar trees, and carpenters, and masons: and they built David an house."

There were several other dedications of houses recorded in the Scriptures:

Deuteronomy 20:5, "And the officers shall speak unto the people, saying, What man is there that hath built a new house, and hath not dedicated it? let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man dedicate it."

1 Kings 8:63, "And Solomon offered a sacrifice of peace offerings, which he offered unto the LORD, two and twenty thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the children of Israel dedicated the house of the LORD."

2 Chronicles 7:5, "And king Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty and two thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thousand sheep: so the king and all the people dedicated the house of God."

Ezra 6:16, "And the children of Israel, the priests, and the Levites, and the rest of the children of the captivity, kept the dedication of this house of God with joy,"

31 Psalm 31 

Verses 1-24 

Psalm 31
Psalm 31:5 Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, O LORD God of truth.
Psalm 31:5 — "Into thine hand I commit my spirit" - Comments- Jesus quotes from Psalm 31:5 as He died on the Cross ( Luke 23:46).

Luke 23:46,"And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost."

Psalm 31:9-12 — David Describes His Grief- In Psalm 31:9-12 David describes the inner emotions of grief. When I have felt grief, and the words of others have come against me, I feel weak; my strength begins to fail within me. I have learned to turn to the Lord in such times, acknowledge my sins, my weaknesses and then cast my life into His hands, trusting Him to work things out. I sit down and pray these Psalm as my prayer of faith, for there is no enough strength within me to find my own words. — 
32 Psalm 32 

Verses 1-11 

Psalm 32
Psalm 32:1-2 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Paul quotes from these verses in Romans 4:6-7.

Romans 4:6-7, "Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the Prayer of Manasseh , unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin."

Psalm 32:1 (A Psalm of David, Maschil.) Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
Psalm 32:1 — Word Study on "Maschil" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Maschil" ( מַשְׂכִּיל) (H 4905) is a participle meaning, "a didactic poem." Strong it means, "instructive," thus "a didactic poem," being derived from ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919), which literally means, "to be circumspect, and hence intelligent." The Enhanced Strong says it is found 13times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV all 13times as "Maschil." It is used as a title for thirteen of the 150 psalms ( Psalm 32; Psalm 42, 44, 45, 52through 55; 74; 78; 88; 89; 142). 

Most modern translations do as the KJV and transliterate this Hebrew word as "maschil," thus avoiding the possibility of a mistranslation. The LXX reads "for instruction." YLT reads "An Instruction." Although some of these psalms are didactic in nature, scholars do not feel that all fit this category. The ISBE says, "Briggs suggests ‘a meditation,' Thirtle and others ‘a psalm of instruction,' Kirkpatrick ‘a cunning psalm.'" 43]

43] John Richard Sampey, " Psalm ," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Psalm 32:3 When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long. 
Psalm 32:3 — — Comments- When we do not confess our sins, it begins to affect our health.

Psalm 32:8 I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye. 
Psalm 32:6-8 — Comments- Psalm 32:6-8 show us the blessings of confessed sin. It brings God"s protection, deliverance and guidance in our daily lives.

33 Psalm 33 

Verses 1-22 

Psalm 33
Structure- Psalm 33declares God"s sovereignty in all things:

God"s sovereignty in creation ( Psalm 33:6-9).

God"s sovereignty in history ( Psalm 33:10-17).

Psalm 33:9 For he spake, and it was done; he commanded, and it stood fast.
Psalm 33:9 — "he commanded, and it stood fast" - Comments- In the first chapter of Genesis , the Hebrew verbs are in the imperative when God speaks to His creation. Thus, when God spoke, He literally commanded, as this Psalm declares. Note similar verses:

Psalm 148:5, "Let them praise the name of the LORD: for he commanded, and they were created."

Isaiah 45:12, "I have made the earth, and created man upon it: I, even my hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded."

Psalm 33:10 The LORD bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought: he maketh the devices of the people of none effect. 
Psalm 33:11 The counsel of the LORD standeth for ever, the thoughts of his heart to all generations. 
Psalm 33:10-11 — Illustration- In Matthew 26:5 the Jewish leaders were determined to control the outcome of the death of the Son of God. The Jewish people had just honored Jesus' entrance into Jerusalem by crying "Hosanna to the Son of David…" ( Matthew 21:8-9) The crowds were willing to accept Him as their new king. Although the Jewish leaders wanted to kill Jesus quietly without the notice of the people, they had not yet factored in the betrayal of Judas Iscariot, which Matthew adds to the plot in Matthew 26:14-16. When Judas presented himself to the Jewish leaders, they were subject to the time of this betrayal, which took place during the festive days in Jerusalem. It was necessary that prophecy by fulfilled and that the Passover Lamb of God be sacrificed on the Day of Atonement. While the Jewish leaders believed they were organizing this most wicked scheme of all humanity, God was taking control of its outcome for redemptive reasons according to Proverbs 16:9, "A man"s heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps," and Proverbs 19:21, "There are many devices in a man"s heart; nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand."

Scripture References- Note:

Proverbs 16:9, "A man"s heart deviseth his way: but the LORD directeth his steps."

Proverbs 19:21, "There are many devices in a man"s heart; nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand."

Psalm 33:16-17 — Scripture References- Note: 

Proverbs 21:31, "The horse is prepared against the day of battle: but safety is of the LORD."

34 Psalm 34 

Verses 1-22 

Psalm 34
Characteristics- Psalm 34is an alphabetical acrostic poem made up of twenty-two verses, with the first letter of each verse of this psalm in a succession of the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet.

Theme- Psalm 34is a psalm of praise unto God and deliverance.

Psalm 34:1 (A Psalm of David, when he changed his behaviour before Abimelech; who drove him away, and he departed.) I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
Psalm 34:1 — "I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth" - Comments- David has made a declaration of faith to praise the Lord at all times in his life. He will mention God's deliverance during his times of troubles ( Psalm 34:6). He then encourages those in trouble ( Psalm 34:17), those with a broken heart ( Psalm 34:18), those in affliction ( Psalm 34:19), and those who are hated by the wicked ( Psalm 34:21) to cry unto the Lord also. In all of these experiences in life we are to continually praise the Lord; for it is in the midst of praise that God will bring us the victory ( Psalm 8:2).

Psalm 8:2, "Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger."

We find a similar statement made by Paul the apostle regarding God's comfort during his trials so that he can comfort others who go through similar trials ( 2 Corinthians 1:3-4).

2 Corinthians 1:3-4, "Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God."

Psalm 34:2 My soul shall make her boast in the LORD: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 
Psalm 34:3 O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together.
Psalm 34:3 — Comments- One of the greatest joys in the Christian life is sharing the Lord Jesus Christ together with Christian friends who love to talk about Jesus. When we bless the Lord we desire those who hear us to join in with blessing His Name. In her book Within heaven's Gates Rebecca Springer testified of her visit to Heaven. 44] In this book she reveals how a choir of praise is echoed through Heaven each time someone magnifies the Lord Jesus Christ in praise. At the praise of His glorious name the angels join with the souls of men in praising God. We see a simple illustration of this event on earth when Boaz blessed the workers and they responded with a blessing from the Lord ( Ruth 2:4).

44] Rebecca Springer, Within Heaven's Gates (Springdale, Pennsylvania: Whitaker House, 1984), 47, 57, 110.

Ruth 2:4, "And, behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said unto the reapers, The LORD be with you. And they answered him, The LORD bless thee."

Psalm 34:6 This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles. 
Psalm 34:6 — Word Study on "poor" - Strong says the Hebrew word "poor" ( עָנִי) (H 6041) means, "depressed in mind or in circumstances," and comes from the root verb ( עֲנָה) (H 6031), which means "to depress." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 80 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "poor 58, afflicted 15, lowly 1, Prayer of Manasseh 1:1, variant 3."

Psalm 34:6 — Comments- While meditating one day on how we are to approach the Lord with our needs, the Lord quickened this verse to me. I began to see how we must come to God with an attitude of brokenness and humility. As in the parable of the Pharisee and the Publican, one came to God in arrogance and pride, while the other came in brokenness as a sinner ( Luke 18:9-14).

When our children are about us playing and making noise, they often ask that we participate in their games. Many times, the parents decline their requests, choosing to sit and relax. If they do answer, the response is often slow after much pleading from the child. But the moment that same child cries out in pain, any parent will jump out of that chair instantly and run to the child's need. 

In is in our weakness and need that God runs to us the quickest. It is our attitude of heart that attracts God. It is our weakness and not our great achievements that gets God's attention. 

Psalm 34:7 The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.
Psalm 34:7 — Comments- Angels are sent forth to minister to us and to protect us. They are always in our presence. 

Scripture References- Note other Scriptures that teach about the angels who are sent to be with the righteous:

Matthew 4:11, "Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto him."

Matthew 18:10, "Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven."

Mark 1:13, "And he was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted of Satan; and was with the wild beasts; and the angels ministered unto him."

John 20:12, "And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain."

1 Corinthians 4:9, "For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men."

1 Corinthians 11:10, "For this cause ought the woman to have power on her head because of the angels."

Hebrews 1:14, "Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?"

Hebrews 13:2, "Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares."

Illustration:
2 Kings 6:16-17, "And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them. And Elisha prayed, and said, LORD, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the LORD opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha."

Psalm 34:8 O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him.
Psalm 34:8 — Word Study on "taste" - Strong says the Hebrew word "taste" ( טָעַם) (H 2938) literally means, "to taste," and figuratively, "to perceive." This same word is translated "perceiveth" in Proverbs 31:18. The noun form is used in Proverbs 11:22 and is translated as "discretion."

Proverbs 31:18, "She perceiveth that her merchandise is good: her candle goeth not out by night."

Proverbs 11:22, "As a jewel of gold in a swine"s snout, so is a fair woman which is without discretion."

The word "taste" is also used figuratively in the New Testament:

Luke 9:27, "But I tell you of a truth, there be some standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God."

Luke 14:24, "For I say unto you, That none of those men which were bidden shall taste of my supper."

John 8:52, "Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast a devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest, If a man keep my saying, he shall never taste of death."

Hebrews 2:9, "But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man."

Hebrews 6:4-5, "For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come,"

1 Peter 2:3, "If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious."

Psalm 34:9 O fear the LORD, ye his saints: for there is no want to them that fear him. 
Psalm 34:10 The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the LORD shall not want any good thing. 
Psalm 34:10 — Comments- Lions are at the top of the food chain in their ecosystems, so they are least likely to go hungry. Young lions are the strongest and most capable of hunting prey; yet, even they sometimes go hungry. The promise from God is that those people who seek Him will never, under any circumstances, go hungry.

Psalm 34:11-22 — The Psalmist Teaches on the Fear of the Lord - In Psalm 34:11-22 the Psalmist will teach others how to fear the Lord and look to Him for deliverance during times of trouble. He first gives his own personal testimony of deliverance before teaching others to follow him in his faith in God ( Psalm 34:1-10).

Psalm 34:11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
Psalm 34:11 — Comments- In Psalm 34:11 the Psalmist declares that he will teach his listeners how to fear the Lord. He will give this instruction on the fear of the Lord in Psalm 34:12-22.

Psalm 34:12-16 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Psalm 34:12-16 is quoted by Peter.

1 Peter 3:10-12, "For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile: Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it. For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil."

Psalm 34:14 Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.
Psalm 34:14 — "seek peace, and pursue it" - Comments- One way to interpret Psalm 34:14 is to understand it to tell us to find out what you have peace at doing, what gives you the most peace, and do it heartily.

Psalm 34:17 — Comments- David tells us that when the righteous cry out, the Lord will hear and deliver them out of all of their troubles. He could say this because he was speaking from personal experience. He has just told us in Psalm 34:6 that "this poor man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles." David then exhorts God's children to seek the Lord in Psalm 34:11 before stating so confidently in Psalm 34:17 that God will surely deliver them.

Psalm 34:19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all.
Psalm 34:19 — "but the LORD delivereth him out of them all" - Comments- Paul makes a reference to Psalm 34:19 in his testimony to Timothy of the Lord"s power to deliver ( 2 Timothy 3:11-12).

2 Timothy 3:11-12, "Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me. Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution."

Psalm 34:19 — — Illustration - Note Joseph's afflictions and God's deliverance in Acts 7:9-10.

Acts 7:9-10, "And the patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but God was with him, And delivered him out of all his afflictions, and gave him favour and wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh king of Egypt; and he made him governor over Egypt and all his house. Now there came a dearth over all the land of Egypt and Chanaan, and great affliction: and our fathers found no sustenance."

Psalm 34:20 He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken.
Psalm 34:20 — Comments- The Messianic prophecy recorded in Psalm 34:20 is fulfilled in John 19:36. According to the Law ( Exodus 12:46), the Passover lamb was not to have any of its bones broken. Therefore, Jesus qualified as this sacrificial lamb in which no bones were broken.

John 19:36, "For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken."

Exodus 12:46, "In one house shall it be eaten; thou shalt not carry forth ought of the flesh abroad out of the house; neither shall ye break a bone thereof."

The Shroud of Turin is believed to be the actual burial cloth of the Lord Jesus Christ. In this cloth is the image of a man that has been crucified. This cloth indicates that the legs of this man have not been broken. 45]

45] Grant R. Jeffery, "The Mysterious Shroud of Turin," [on-line]; accessed 1September 2009; available from http://www.grantjeffrey.com/article/shroud.htm; Internet.

35 Psalm 35 

Verses 1-28 

Psalm 35
Psalm 35:5-6 — Comments - The Angels of the Lord - We find a number of references in the Scriptures that say the angels of the Lord fought with men in battle 

Exodus 33:2, "And I will send an angel before thee; and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite:"

Joshua 5:14, "And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host of the LORD am I now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did worship, and said unto him, What saith my lord unto his servant?"

2 Samuel 5:24, "And let it be, when thou hearest the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, that then thou shalt bestir thyself: for then shall the LORD go out before thee, to smite the host of the Philistines."

2 Samuel 24:17, "And David spake unto the LORD when he saw the angel that smote the people, and said, Lo, I have sinned, and I have done wickedly: but these sheep, what have they done? let thine hand, I pray thee, be against me, and against my father"s house."

1 Chronicles 21:15, "And God sent an angel unto Jerusalem to destroy it: and as he was destroying, the LORD beheld, and he repented him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed, It is enough, stay now thine hand. And the angel of the LORD stood by the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite."

2 Chronicles 32:21, "And the LORD sent an angel, which cut off all the mighty men of valour, and the leaders and captains in the camp of the king of Assyria. So he returned with shame of face to his own land. And when he was come into the house of his god, they that came forth of his own bowels slew him there with the sword."

Psalm 34:7, "The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them."

Isaiah 37:36, "Then the angel of the LORD went forth, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred and fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses."

Psalm 35:27 Let them shout for joy, and be glad, that favour my righteous cause: yea, let them say continually, Let the LORD be magnified, which hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servant.
Psalm 35:27 — "which hath pleasure in the prosperity of his servant" - Comments - The word "servant" is used because God does not prosper all of His children; for some are too lazy to walk in the laws of prosperity that God has designed for us.

Psalm 35:28 And my tongue shall speak of thy righteousness and of thy praise all the day long.
36 Psalm 36 

Verses 1-12 

Psalm 36
Structure- Psalm 36:1-4 describe the character of the wicked. In contract, Psalm 36:5-9 describe God"s character. The Psalm concludes with Psalm 36:10-12 giving a plea for God to deliver him from the wicked.

Psalm 36:1 (To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David the servant of the LORD.) The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, that there is no fear of God before his eyes.
Psalm 36:1 — "that there is no fear of God before his eyes" - Comments- This part of the verse is quoted in Romans 3:18.

Romans 3:18, "There is no fear of God before their eyes."

Psalm 36:7 How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings.
Psalm 36:7 — "the shadow of thy wings" - Comments- In the tabernacle, the mercy seat of God's abiding place in the Holy of Holies was overshadowed by the wings of two cherubims. Note:

Psalm 91:1, "He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty."

37 Psalm 37 

Verses 1-40 

Psalm 37
Characteristics - Note several characteristics of Psalm 37.

A. Acrostic Poem- This is an acrostic Psalm , with every other verse beginning with successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet. However, the acrostic is not followed consistently in the case of several letters.

B. Common Phrases- The phrases "dwell in the land," or "inherit the earth," is used eight in Psalm 37.

Theme- In this world of evil, it is easy for the child of God to become frustrated and even angry because of persecutions and jealous at the prosperity of the wicked. In order to live with peace within our hearts, we must learn to cast our cares upon Him, and trust that He will take care of us and bring us through every trial into a place of blessing and prosperity. Note these words from Frances J. Roberts:

"Behold, My hand is upon thee to bless thee and to accomplish all My good purpose. For this hour I have prepared thy heart; and in My kindness I will not let thee fail. Only relinquish all things into My hands; for I can work freely only as ye release Me by complete committal - both of thyself and others. Even as was written of old: ‘Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him; and He shall bring it to pass' ( Psalm 37:5). I will be thy sustaining strength; and My peace shall garrison thy mind. Only trust Me - that all I do is done in Love. For adversities must of necessity come. They are part of the pattern of life's pilgrimage for every individual; and who can escape them? But I say unto thee, that for those who walk in Me, and for those who are encircled by the intercessory prayers of My children, I shall make of the suffering, yea, I shall make of the trials a steppingstone to future blessing." 46]

46] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 63.

A summary of this Psalm can be found in Proverbs 23:17-18.

Proverbs 23:17-18, "Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the LORD all the day long. For surely there is an end; and thine expectation shall not be cut off."

Psalm 73carries the same theme. 

Psalm 73:3, "For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked."

Psalm 37:1 (A Psalm of David.) Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity. 
Psalm 37:1 — Comments - The wicked are striving to fulfill their fleshly desires, while the righteous trust in the Lord and rest in the promise that He will give them the desires of their hearts.

Psalm 37:2 For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb. 
Psalm 37:2 — Comments - From the divine, eternal perspective, the lives of the wicked are for but a moment.

Psalm 37:3 Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed. 
Psalm 37:3 — "Trust in the LORD, and do" - Comments - In the midst of corruption, it is tempting to compromise God's Word. We are to trust in the Lord by realizing that He is divinely orchestrating our lives in the place where we are living; He is at work every day in our lives. We are to do works of righteousness and trust God to prosper our lives where He has planted us. 

"so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed" - Comments - The food of which God's children partake is not the pleasures of earthly riches obtained by corrupt means.; rather, our food is the peace and contentment that God gives us as we trust in Him.

Psalm 37:4 Delight thyself also in the LORD and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.
Psalm 37:4 — Comments - Our delight is not in earthly riches, but in a person, the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and the presence of the Holy Spirit that dwells within us. He searches our hearts and knows our desires. God created mankind for intimate fellowship with Him. As we delight in the Lord in loving devotion and spend time with Him and in His Word, we fulfill the desires of His heart. He in turn will give us the desires of our hearts. This is the principle of sowing and reaping.

In his book Heaven: Close Encounters of the God Kind Jesse Duplantis was told by King David that in Heaven God will give us the desires of our hearts. 47] In fact, God knows the makeup and interests of each human being. Thus, in heaven each mansion will be built and furnished according to the desires of those individuals while they are still alive on the earth.

47] Jesse Duplantis, Heaven Close Encounters of the God Kind (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Harrison House, 1996), 102.

If we delight in Him, He shall give us the desires of our heart, but not necessarily the desires of the flesh. Note these insightful words from Frances J. Roberts:

"Turn thy face toward Me, and leave to Me the responsibility of probing thy soul. I am the Master Surgeon. I am skilled in all cures of the soul as well as those of the body. Let Me care for thy health. Delight thyself in Me, and I shall bring about that which ye desire to see in thy character and personality. Feed upon My Word. It is there that ye shall come to a clearer understanding of My Person. Only as ye know Me can ye come to be more like Me. In association with others, man taketh to himself a measure of the mannerisms and ideologies of these other persons. So shall it be likewise to those who spend much time in My company. Silently, and without conscious effort, thou shalt be changed." 48]

48] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 168.

Psalm 37:7 Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass. 
Psalm 37:7 — "Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him" - Comments- We must learn to wait on God and let Him bring to pass our destiny in His own time and way.

Psalm 37:11 But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace.
Psalm 37:11 — Comments- In Genesis 13:10-18 we have the account of Abraham and Lot dividing the Promised Land among themselves and God revealing to Abraham his inheritance; however, the Lord did not reveal this to him until he had developed the humility to trust in God's divine providence, which Abraham demonstrated by letting Lot choose between the portions of land. This is what is meant by Jesus' statement in the Beatitudes that the meek shall inherit the earth ( Matthew 5:5). The word "earth" in this verse describes our earthly, possessions in this life. Meekness is how a man demonstrates his faith in God's divine providence and divine provision. In contrast, pride is demonstrated when a man looks to himself for material possessions and ignores divine principles to live by. There is such a peace that comes when a man learns to trust God for his provision in this life.

Matthew 5:5, "Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth."

Psalm 37:12 The wicked plotteth against the just, and gnasheth upon him with his teeth. 
Psalm 37:13 The Lord shall laugh at him: for he seeth that his day is coming.
Psalm 37:13 — — Scripture References- Note: 

Psalm 2:4, "He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision."

Psalm 37:20 But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the LORD shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.
Psalm 37:20 — "as the fat of lambs: they shall consume" - Comments- Some Modern English translations translate the phrase "the fat of lambs" as a reference to the splendor of grassy meadows."

God'sWord, "But wicked people will disappear. The LORD"s enemies will vanish like the best part of a meadow. They will vanish like smoke."

NKJV, "But the wicked shall perish; And the enemies of the Lord, Like the splendor of the meadows, shall vanish. Into smoke they shall vanish away."

Note a similar theme in James 1:10-11 :

James 1:10-11, "But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways."

Psalm 37:20 — — "into smoke shall they consume away" - Scripture Reference- Note:

James 4:14, "Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away."

Psalm 37:21 The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: but the righteous sheweth mercy, and giveth.
Psalm 37:22 For such as be blessed of him shall inherit the earth; and they that be cursed of him shall be cut off.
Psalm 37:23 The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way.
Psalm 37:23 — Comments- It is the office of the Holy Spirit to lead and to guide our steps, and not the office of man. We are not to be guided by man's voice, although we are to seek counsel from the wise. Frances J. Roberts writes, "My child, hear My voice, and give no heed to the voice of the stranger. My paths are straight, and they are narrow, but ye shall have no difficulty in finding them if ye watch Me. I am guiding thee. Ye need not look to man for direction. Ye man learn much by fellowship with the saints, but never allow any to take the part that is rightfully Mine - to direct thy steps. As it is written, ‘The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord' - not by the preacher, not by some Christian worker, but by the Lord." 49]

49] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 15.

38 Psalm 38 

39 Psalm 39 

Verses 1-13 

Psalm 39
Outline - Here is a proposed outline of Psalm 39 :

1. The Unruly Tongue — — — Psalm 39:1-3
2. The Brevity of Life — — — Psalm 39:4-6
3. The Psalmist Cries for Justification — Psalm 39:7-13 — 

Psalm 39:1-3 — — The Unruly Tongue- David knew the struggle it was to control his tongue. 

Psalm 39:1 (To the chief Musician, even to Jeduthun, A Psalm of David.) I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before me.
Psalm 3:1 — "To the chief Musician, even to Jeduthun"- Comments- The individual named "Jeduthan" is also mentioned in the titles of Psalm 62, 77. 

Psalm 62:1, "To the chief Musician, to Jeduthun, "A Psalm of David. Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from him cometh my salvation."

Psalm 77:1, "To the chief Musician, to Jeduthun, "A Psalm of Asaph. I cried unto God with my voice, even unto God with my voice; and he gave ear unto me."

1 Chronicles 16:41, "And with them Heman and Jeduthun, and the rest that were chosen, who were expressed by name, to give thanks to the LORD, because his mercy endureth for ever;"

Psalm 39:1 — — "I said, I will take heed to my ways" - Scripture References- Note:

1 Kings 2:4, "That the LORD may continue his word which he spake concerning me, saying, If thy children take heed to their way, to walk before me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, there shall not fail thee (said he) a man on the throne of Israel."

Ephesians 5:15, "See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,"

Psalm 39:1 — — "that I sin not with my tongue" - Comments- The tongue defiles the whole body:

Matthew 15:11, "Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man."

Matthew 15:18-20, "But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies: These are the things which defile a man: but to eat with unwashen hands defileth not a man."

James 1:26, "If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man"s religion is vain."

James 3:2-9
Psalm 39:1 — "I will keep my mouth with a bridle" - Comments- The psalmist will carefully guard what comes out of the mouth. Note James 1:26, which tells us to bridle our tongue.

James 1:26, "If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man"s religion is vain."

Psalm 39:1 — "while the wicked is before me" - Comments- The wicked are always watching the righteous, seeking an opportunity to destroy them ( Psalm 37:32). Therefore, we are to walk in wisdom towards them that are without." ( Colossians 4:5-6)

Psalm 37:32, "The wicked watcheth the righteous, and seeketh to slay him."

Colossians 4:5-6, "Walk in wisdom toward them that are without, redeeming the time. Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man."

Psalm 39:2 I was dumb with silence, I held my peace, even from good; and my sorrow was stirred.
Psalm 39:2 — "I was dumb with silence" - Comments- That Isaiah , the psalmist was quiet, literally, tongue-tied. 

Psalm 39:2 — "and my sorrow was stirred" - Comments- That Isaiah , his anguish or pain increased, grew worse, or he was troubled. 

Psalm 39:2 — — Scripture Reference- Note a similar verse:

Psalm 38:13, "But I, as a deaf Prayer of Manasseh , heard not; and I was as a dumb man that openeth not his mouth."

Psalm 39:3 My heart was hot within me, while I was musing the fire burned: then spake I with my tongue,
Psalm 39:3 — "while I was musing the fire burned" - Comments- Webster says the word "muse" means, "To think closely; to study in silence; to meditate."

Psalm 39:4 LORD, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it is; that I may know how frail I am.
Psalm 39:4 — "that I may know how frail I am" - Comments- Man's frailty refers to his mortality, or limited existence on earth, and weakness towards sin. 

Psalm 39:5 Behold, thou hast made my days as an handbreadth; and mine age is as nothing before thee: verily every man at his best state is altogether vanity. Selah.
Psalm 39:5 — "verily every man at his best state is altogether vanity... surely every man is vanity" - Word Study on "at his best state" - Strong says the Hebrew word "at his best state" ( נָצַב) (H 5324) means, "to station." The Enhanced Strong says this word is used 75 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as, "stand 34, set 12, officers 6, set up 7, upright 2, appointed 1, deputy 1, erected 1, establish 1, Huzzab 1, misc 9."

Comments- The Hebrew word ( נָצַב) carries the idea of "standing firm." Within the context of Psalm 39, this word refers to the psalmist's age, or days of life on earth, thus the brevity of man"s life. Psalm 39:5 means that man"s best efforts to establish himself on earth are but vain affairs, and only for a fleeting and brief moment in time. Compare the ancient pyramids of Egypt as an example of man"s best efforts to establish an eternal place for himself on earth. Yet today, on one knows the names of most of those buried in these old piles of stone.

The NKJV reads, "Indeed, You have made my days as handbreadths. And my age is as nothing before You; Certainly every man at his best state is but vapor. Selah."

Note a similar verse in James 4:14, "Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away."

Psalm 39:6 Surely every man walketh in a vain shew: surely they are disquieted in vain: he heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall gather them.
Psalm 39:6 — "Surely every man walketh in a vain shew" - Comments- The phrase "a vain shew" literally refers to an image, or a shadow. Rotherham reads, "Surely as a shadow, doth every man wander." The RSV reads, "Surely man goes about as a shadow!" The YLT reads, "Only, in an image doth each walk habitually."

"surely they are disquieted in vain" - Comments- The NIV reads, "He bustles about, but only in vain." The NKJV reads, "Surely they busy themselves in vain."

Psalm 39:6 carries the theme of the book of Ecclesiastes , which deals with the vanities of life.

Ecclesiastes 2:26, "For God giveth to a man that is good in his sight Wisdom of Solomon , and knowledge, and joy: but to the sinner he giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may give to him that is good before God. This also is vanity and vexation of spirit."

"he heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall gather them" - Comments - In contrast to the covetousness of the wicked, David gathered riches for the construction of the Temple and not for himself ( 1 Chronicles 29:1-5).

Psalm 39:12 Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear unto my cry; hold not thy peace at my tears: for I am a stranger with thee, and a sojourner, as all my fathers were.
Psalm 39:12 — Comments - The Patriarchs were certainly sojourners in the land of Canaan for many years before Jacob and the seventy departed into Egypt under Joseph's care. In Psalm 39:12 David seems to be speaking now from a divine perspective in that he views himself as a sojourner. He sees how God's children are only sojourners on the earth in life of the brevity of human life until they depart to be with the Lord in eternity, abiding in the true Promised Land. David has acknowledged the brevity of man's life on earth throughout this psalm ( Psalm 39:4-6; Psalm 39:11). Man's mortality testifies to the eternal life of mankind after death, making his earthly life appear as a temporary journey in a foreboding land. Thus, God's children view this mortal life very differently than the wicked who heap up riches in vain ( Psalm 39:6).

Psalm 39:13 O spare me, that I may recover strength, before I go hence, and be no more.
40 Psalm 40 

Verses 1-17 

Psalm 40
Psalm 40:6-8 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament- The author of the book of Hebrews quotes from Psalm 40:6-8 :

Hebrews 10:5-10, "Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me: In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God. Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law; Then said Hebrews , Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second. By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all."

Psalm 40:17 But I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me: thou art my help and my deliverer; make no tarrying, O my God.
Psalm 40:17 — "But I am poor and needy" - Comments- The statement, "I am poor and needy" is spoken by King David, a man who has wealth and much provision. Thus, he is referring to his inner man in need of God ( Matthew 5:3).

Matthew 5:3, "Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."

Tommy Tenny gives the illustration of why God responds to the poor and needy. He says that when he would come home from work, his little girls would want him to play with them and watch their tricks that they had learned as school. Sometimes, though, he preferred to sit in his sofa and rest, not really being impressed by their skills, in the sense that it was child-like tricks that any adult could perform; but when he heard one of his children cry in need, when they had fallen, or were hurt, he instantly leaped out of his sofa, completely unconcerned about his own tiredness, and ran as swiftly as he could to their aid. Tenny explains that God is not impressed with our best performances. They do not move the heart of God. It is the heart that comes to God with a desperate need that moves God to action. David knew this well as he has learned to find God's help in his times of need. 50]

50] Tommy Tenny, interviewed on Praise the Lord, on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California, July 16, 2002), television program.

Psalm 40:17 — "yet the Lord thinketh upon me" - Comments- There is not a moment that the Lord does not think about us, for He cares for us. Note these words from Frances J. Roberts:

"There is never a day, there is never an hour, there is never a moment when you are outside My thought. As David said, ‘Thou Lord thinkest on me'. Ye also can say this as surely as could David. Ye are no less dear to My heart, and I am equally concerned." 51]

51] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 60.

Psalm 40:13-17 — Comments- Psalm 40:13-17 is almost the same as Psalm 70:1-5.

41 Psalm 41 

Verses 1-13 

Psalm 41
Psalm 41:9 Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me.
Psalm 41:9 — Comments- Psalm 41:9 is a prophecy of the betrayal of Jesus by Judas Iscariot, which is referred to in John 13:18.

John 13:18, "I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me."

"Yea, mine own familiar friend" - Judas was chosen by Jesus Christ to be one of the twelve apostles ( Matthew 10:1). Jesus spent three years with these men, training them and befriending them. In the story of Absalom's effort to upsurpt the throne of David ( 2 Samuel 15:1 to 2 Samuel 18:33), many of David's government officials forsook the king and followed Absalom. These betrayers had eaten at the king's table for years. One possible friend David could be referring to in Psalm 41:9 is Ahithophel, the counselor of David. Note the similar experiences of Ahithophel and Judas. Both ate bread with their master on many occasions ( 2 Samuel 15:31 and John 13:26). Both betrayed their master and went out and hung themselves ( 2 Samuel 17:23 and Matthew 27:5).

Matthew 10:4, "Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him."

2 Samuel 15:31, "And one told David, saying, Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom. And David said, O LORD, I pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness."

John 13:26, "Jesus answered, He it Isaiah , to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it. And when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon."

2 Samuel 17:23, "And when Ahithophel saw that his counsel was not followed, he saddled his ass, and arose, and gat him home to his house, to his city, and put his household in order, and hanged himself, and died, and was buried in the sepulchre of his father."

Matthew 27:5, "And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged himself."

"in whom I trusted" - Judas Iscariot was entrusted with the money bag as Jesus and the Twelve travelled throughout Palestine ( John 12:6; John 13:29). 

John 12:6, "This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was put therein."

John 13:29, "For some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said unto him, Buy those things that we have need of against the feast; or, that he should give something to the poor."

"hath lifted up his heel against me" - Judas Iscariot lifted up his heel against Jesus Christ in the sense that he tried to crush Him and destroy Him through his betrayal. Note the use of this same idiom in Genesis 3:15, which describes the heel of the Messiah bruising the head of Satan.

Genesis 3:15, "And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel."

Psalm 41:13 Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting, and to everlasting. Amen, and Amen.
Psalm 41:13 — Comments- Psalm 41:13 is considered the closing doxology of Book 1of Psalm. Therefore, this verse can be considered as a separate verse from Psalm 41.

42 Psalm 42 

Verses 1-11 

Psalm 42
Introduction- Many scholars consider Psalm 42, 43to be one complete Psalm for several reasons. First, both Psalm have the same refrain. There are a number of other Psalm that uses a refrain throughout. For example, Psalm 107 uses the same refrain in five of its verses. 

Psalm 42:5, "Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him for the help of his countenance."

Psalm 42:11, "Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God." 

Psalm 43:5, "Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God."

Secondly, Psalm 43has no title thus implying that it may be a continuation of Psalm 42. Psalm 43, 71are the only Psalm in Book Two without a title.

Thirdly, although the Greek Septuagint lists these two Psalm with separate titles, some ancient manuscripts join these two Psalm.

Characteristics- Names of God used in the Psalm:

1. God The Lord

2. The living God

3. O my God

4. The God of my life

5. God my rock

6. O God

Theme - The theme of Psalm 42may be "How to over come enemies: Hope in God, Praise Him still, or "A prayer and a song in my heart and His loving kindness."

Psalm 42:1 (To the chief Musician, Maschil, for the sons of Korah.) As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.
Psalm 42:1 — Word Study on "Maschil" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Maschil" ( מַשְׂכִּיל) (H 4905) is a participle meaning, "a didactic poem." Strong it means, "instructive," thus "a didactic poem," being derived from ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919), which literally means, "to be circumspect, and hence intelligent." The Enhanced Strong says it is found 13times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV all 13times as "Maschil." It is used as a title for thirteen of the 150 psalms ( Psalm 32; Psalm 42, 44, 45, 52through 55; 74; 78; 88; 89; 142). 

Most modern translations do as the KJV and transliterate this Hebrew word as "maschil," thus avoiding the possibility of a mistranslation. The LXX reads "for instruction." YLT reads "An Instruction." Although some of these psalms are didactic in nature, scholars do not feel that all fit this category. The ISBE says, "Briggs suggests ‘a meditation,' Thirtle and others ‘a psalm of instruction,' Kirkpatrick ‘a cunning psalm.'" 52]

52] John Richard Sampey, " Psalm ," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Psalm 42:1 — "for the sons of Korah" - Comments- Origen tells us the psalms that include the title "sons of Korah" in its opening verse (42through 49, 84, 85, 87, 88) were written by the sons of Korah, who worked together in the unity of the Spirit to produce it. He justifies this statement by quoting Psalm 44:1, which says, "O God, we have heard with our ears."

"But if it be necessary also from the ancient Scriptures to bring forward the three who made a symphony on earth, so that the Word was in the midst of them making them one, attend to the superscription of the Psalm , as for example to that of the forty-first, which is as follows: ‘Unto the end, unto understanding, for the sons of Korah.' For though there were three sons of Korah whose names we find in the Book of Exodus , Aser, which Isaiah , by interpretation, ‘instruction,' and the second Elkana, which is translated, ‘possession of God,' and the third Abiasaph, which in the Greek tongue might be rendered, ‘congregation of the father,' yet the prophecies were not divided but were both spoken and written by one spirit, and one voice, and one soul, which wrought with true harmony, and the three speak as one, ‘As the heart panteth after the springs of the water, so panteth my soul alter thee, O God.' But also they say in the plural in the forty-fourth Psalm , ‘O God, we have heard with our ears.'" (Origen's Commentary on Matthew 14:1) 53]

53] Origen, Origen's Commentary on Matthew, trans. Allan Menzies, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 9, ed. Allan Menzies (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, c 1896, 1906), 495.

Psalm 42:1 — Word Study on "the hart" - Strong says the Hebrew word "hart" ( אַוָּל) (H 354) means, "a stag or male deer," which comes from ( אַיִל) (H 352), which literally mean, "strength (i.e, a ram)." In contrast, a female deer, or a doe, is called a hind ( אַיֶּלֶת) (H 365). Holladay says the word ( אַוָּל) means, "fallow deer," which Webster says is a small European deer (Cervus dama) having a yellowish coat spotted with white in summer. Webster says a hart means, "the male of the red deer."

The word hind ( אַיֶּלֶת) is also used in Genesis 49:21, Proverbs 5:19, and Jeremiah 14:5.

Genesis 49:21, "Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words."

Proverbs 5:19, "Let her be as the loving hind and pleasant roe; let her breasts satisfy thee at all times; and be thou ravished always with her love."

Jeremiah 14:5, "Yea, the hind also calved in the field, and forsook it, because there was no grass."

Psalm 42:2 My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God? 
Psalm 42:1-2 — Comments- Note these insightful words from Sadhu Sundar Singh regarding the hunger in man's heart for God.

"Water and petrol both come from the earth, and though they seem to be alike and even the same, they are in nature and purpose exact opposites, for the one extinguishes fire and the other adds fuel to it. So also the world and its treasures, the heart and its thirst for God are alike His creation. Now the result of the attempt to satisfy the heart with the wealth and pride and honours of this world is the same as if one tried to put out a fire with petrol, for the heart can only find ease and satisfaction in Him who created both it and the longing desire of which it is conscious (Ps. xlii 1 ,2). Therefore whoever now comes to Me I will give to him that living water so that he will never again thirst, but it shall be in him a well of water springing up into eternal life (John iv 14)." 54]

54] Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, trans. Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line]; accessed 26 October 2008; available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet, "III Prayer," section 2, part 5.

Psalm 42:3 My tears have been my meat day and night, while they continually say unto me, Where is thy God?
Psalm 42:3 — Comments- The enemy"s challenge Isaiah , "Where is God?" Death also challenges with this cry. "The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God." ( Psalm 53:1)

Psalm 42:4 When I remember these things, I pour out my soul in me: for I had gone with the multitude, I went with them to the house of God, with the voice of joy and praise, with a multitude that kept holyday. 
Psalm 42:5 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him for the help of his countenance.
Psalm 42:5 — "hope thou in God" - Comments- We have hope as Christians of Jesus and the resurrection and of eternal life.

Psalm 42:5 — "for I shall yet praise him for the help of his countenance" - Comments- Despite circumstances, I will still continue to praise my God ( Psalm 8:2).

Psalm 42:5 — Comments- We must have hope in order to praise God. That is our reason for praise. Amen and Amen. Truly you are God.

Psalm 8:2, "Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger."

Psalm 42:6 O my God, my soul is cast down within me: therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar.
Psalm 42:6 — "therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan" - Word Study on "Jordan" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Jordan" ( יַרְדֵּן) (H 3383) means "a descender."

Comments- The "land of the Jordan" probable refers to a mountainous strip of land just east of the Jordan River. 

Psalm 42:6 — "and of the Hermonites" - Comments- Mount Hermon is north of Lake Hula and its springs give rise to the Jordan River. The YLT reads, "And of the Hermons…"

Psalm 42:7 Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts: all thy waves and thy billows are gone over me. 
Psalm 42:7 — "Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts" - Comments- Note these insightful words from Frances J. Roberts regarding this verse:

"Lo, thou seekest revival. Thou doest well; only seek it not in the energy of the flesh. For the flesh is ever intent upon its own interests; yea, it ever lusteth after those things which do perish with the using. For I would that ye might seek Me in Spirit: then would I come down upon you in all My fullness, and would hold back nothing of all that I desire to do unto thee. For My ways are hid from them that seek Me in the energy of the flesh. Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of the waterspouts, ( Psalm 42:7) and lo, I am in thee, yea for this very purpose above all other purposes, have I taken up Mine abode within thee; that My Spirit might be diffused through thy spirit, and that we might be one even as I am one with the Father." 55]

55] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 73.

This phrase seems to be figurative language to describe man's spirit crying out to the living God, seeking the Lord in spirit, from a pure and passionate heart, rather than seeking the Lord in the flesh. I have had this verse quickened to my while worshipping the Lord (May 10, 2004).

Psalm 42:8 Yet the LORD will command his lovingkindness in the daytime, and in the night his song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life. 
Psalm 42:8 — "and in the night his song shall be with me" - Comments- Note these insightful words from Frances J. Roberts about a song in the night.

"Behold, I am near at hand to bless thee, and I will verily give to thee out of the abundance of heaven. For My heart is open to thy cry; yea, when thou criest unto Me in the night seasons, I am alert to thy call, and when thou searchest after Me, the darkness shall not hide My face, for it shall be as the stars which shine more brightly in the deep of night. Even so shall it be. And in the night of spiritual battle, there shall I give unto thee fresh revelations of Myself, and thou shalt see Me more clearly than thou couldst in the sunlight of ease and pleasure. Man by nature chooseth the day and shunneth the night; but I say unto thee that I shall make thy midnight a time of great rejoicing, and I will fill the dark hour with songs of praise. Yea, with David, thou shalt rise at midnight to sing. It has been written, ‘Joy cometh in the morning', but I will make thy song to break out in the night. For he who lifts the shout of faith and praise in the night, to him verily there shall be joy in the morning." 56]

56] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 80.

Psalm 42:9 I will say unto God my rock, Why hast thou forgotten me? why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy?
Psalm 42:9 — "I will say unto God my rock" - Comments- A rock sets us on solid ground that we may stand against life"s circumstances ( Matthew 7:24-25). 

Matthew 7:24-25, "Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise Prayer of Manasseh , which built his house upon a rock: And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock."

Psalm 42:9 — "why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy" - Comments- The enemy in Psalm 42:9 could be many things, such as death, Satan himself, tribulation and trials, people, etc. 

Death will be the last enemy to be destroyed. 

1 Corinthians 15:26, "The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death."

Psalm 42:10 As with a sword in my bones, mine enemies reproach me; while they say daily unto me, Where is thy God? 
Psalm 42:11 Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God.
43 Psalm 43 

44 Psalm 44 

Verses 1-26 

Psalm 44
Psalm 44:1 (To the chief Musician for the sons of Korah, Maschil.) We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told us, what work thou didst in their days, in the times of old.
Psalm 44:1 — "for the sons of Korah" - Comments- Origen tells us the psalms that include the title "sons of Korah" in its opening verse (42through 49, 84, 85, 87, 88) were written by the sons of Korah, who worked together in the unity of the Spirit to produce it. He justifies this statement by quoting Psalm 44:1, which says, "O God, we have heard with our ears."

"But if it be necessary also from the ancient Scriptures to bring forward the three who made a symphony on earth, so that the Word was in the midst of them making them one, attend to the superscription of the Psalm , as for example to that of the forty-first, which is as follows: ‘Unto the end, unto understanding, for the sons of Korah.' For though there were three sons of Korah whose names we find in the Book of Exodus , Aser, which Isaiah , by interpretation, ‘instruction,' and the second Elkana, which is translated, ‘possession of God,' and the third Abiasaph, which in the Greek tongue might be rendered, ‘congregation of the father,' yet the prophecies were not divided but were both spoken and written by one spirit, and one voice, and one soul, which wrought with true harmony, and the three speak as one, ‘As the heart panteth after the springs of the water, so panteth my soul alter thee, O God.' But also they say in the plural in the forty-fourth Psalm , ‘O God, we have heard with our ears.'" (Origen's Commentary on Matthew 14:1) 57]

57] Origen, Origen's Commentary on Matthew, trans. Allan Menzies, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 9, ed. Allan Menzies (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, c 1896, 1906), 495.

Psalm 44:1 — Word Study on "Maschil" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Maschil" ( מַשְׂכִּיל) (H 4905) is a participle meaning, "a didactic poem." Strong it means, "instructive," thus "a didactic poem," being derived from ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919), which literally means, "to be circumspect, and hence intelligent." The Enhanced Strong says it is found 13times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV all 13times as "Maschil." It is used as a title for thirteen of the 150 psalms ( Psalm 32; Psalm 42, 44, 45, 52through 55; 74; 78; 88; 89; 142). 

Most modern translations do as the KJV and transliterate this Hebrew word as "maschil," thus avoiding the possibility of a mistranslation. The LXX reads "for instruction." YLT reads "An Instruction." Although some of these psalms are didactic in nature, scholars do not feel that all fit this category. The ISBE says, "Briggs suggests ‘a meditation,' Thirtle and others ‘a psalm of instruction,' Kirkpatrick ‘a cunning psalm.'" 58]

58] John Richard Sampey, " Psalm ," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

45 Psalm 45 

Verses 1-17 

Psalm 45
Introduction- Psalm 45 clearly has a similarity to the Song of Songs as it talks about love, a wedding and even uses similar phrases. It is called "a song of loves" and is believed to be a traditional Jewish wedding song.

Psalm 45:1 (To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim, for the sons of Korah, Maschil, A Song of loves.) My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things which I have made touching the king: my tongue is the pen of a ready writer. 
Psalm 45:1 — "To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim, for the sons of Korah, Maschil, A Song of loves." - Comments- "To the chief Musician" - The RSV reads, "To the choir master." The LXX reads "For the end." YLT reads "To the Overseer." The ISBE suggests that the phrase "to the chief musician" indicated that this particular psalm was an official collection of psalms for public worship in the custody of the choir master of the temple." 59]

59] John Richard Sampey, " Psalm ," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Word Study on "Shoshannim" - Strong says the Hebrew word "Shoshannim" ( שׁוּשַׁן) (H 7799) means, "a lily (from its whiteness)," and is derived from the primitive root ( שׂוּשׂ) (H 7797), which literally means, "to be bright, cheerful." The Enhanced Strong says it has 15 uses in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "lily 13, Shoshannim 2." It is obvious transliterated from the Hebrew in Psalm 45:1 and is in the plural form. The other place where this word is transliterated in the KJV is Psalm 69:1. These two uses where it is transliterated are done so because it seems to refer to a musical instrument or to a familiar tune that was entitled "Lilies."

Psalm 69:1, (To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim, A Psalm of David.) "Save me, O God; for the waters are come in unto my soul."

"for the sons of Korah" - Origen tells us the psalms that include the title "sons of Korah" in its opening verse (42through 49, 84, 85, 87, 88) were written by the sons of Korah, who worked together in the unity of the Spirit to produce it. He justifies this statement by quoting Psalm 44:1, which says, "O God, we have heard with our ears."

"But if it be necessary also from the ancient Scriptures to bring forward the three who made a symphony on earth, so that the Word was in the midst of them making them one, attend to the superscription of the Psalm , as for example to that of the forty-first, which is as follows: ‘Unto the end, unto understanding, for the sons of Korah.' For though there were three sons of Korah whose names we find in the Book of Exodus , Aser, which Isaiah , by interpretation, ‘instruction,' and the second Elkana, which is translated, ‘possession of God,' and the third Abiasaph, which in the Greek tongue might be rendered, ‘congregation of the father,' yet the prophecies were not divided but were both spoken and written by one spirit, and one voice, and one soul, which wrought with true harmony, and the three speak as one, ‘As the heart panteth after the springs of the water, so panteth my soul alter thee, O God.' But also they say in the plural in the forty-fourth Psalm , ‘O God, we have heard with our ears.'" (Origen's Commentary on Matthew 14:1) 60]

60] Origen, Origen's Commentary on Matthew, trans. Allan Menzies, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 9, ed. Allan Menzies (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, c 1896, 1906), 495.

Word Study on "Maschil" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Maschil" ( מַשְׂכִּיל) (H 4905) is a participle meaning, "a didactic poem." Strong it means, "instructive," thus "a didactic poem," being derived from ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919), which literally means, "to be circumspect, and hence intelligent." The Enhanced Strong says it is found 13times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV all 13times as "Maschil." It is used as a title for thirteen of the 150 psalms ( Psalm 32; Psalm 42, 44, 45, 52through 55; 74; 78; 88; 89; 142). 

Most modern translations do as the KJV and transliterate this Hebrew word as "maschil," thus avoiding the possibility of a mistranslation. The LXX reads "for instruction." YLT reads "An Instruction." Although some of these psalms are didactic in nature, scholars do not feel that all fit this category. The ISBE says, "Briggs suggests ‘a meditation,' Thirtle and others ‘a psalm of instruction,' Kirkpatrick ‘a cunning psalm.'" 61]

61] John Richard Sampey, " Psalm ," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

"A Song of loves" - The NIV translates this phrase as "A Wedding Song of Solomon ," thus identifying its use, which is believed to be a literally title to a traditional Jewish wedding song. The LITV reads "A Song of the Beloved."

Comments- The opening description of Psalm 45 indicates that these songs contained in the book of Psalm were organized in a very particular way by the Temple musicians for worship. We see an indication of the careful order of Temple worship when reading in Kings-Chronicles about the ministry of the Temple worship and service during the reigns of David and Solomon. They appointed divisions of priests, Levites, singers, musicians, porters and Nethinims each with their specific time of service. It was a highly organized structure of worship. This is why many of the psalms are group and identified in their opening verses. 

Psalm 45:1 — "My heart is inditing a good matter" - Word Study on "heart" - The Hebrew word ( לֵב) (H 3820) is a commonly used word for "heart" being found 593times in the Old Testament. Thus, it has a wide variety of meanings, "inner Prayer of Manasseh , mind, will, heart, understanding."

Word Study on "is inditing" - Strong says the Hebrew word "is inditing" ( רָחַשׁ) (H 7370) is a primitive root is only used one time in the entire Old Testament, meaning, "to gush, indite."

Word Study on "a matter" - BDB says the Hebrew "matter" ( דָּבָר) (H 1697) literally means,, "speech, word, speaking, thing, saying, utterance, business, occupation, Acts , matter, case, something, manner." The Enhanced Strong says this common Hebrew word is used 1493times in the Old Testament; therefore, it covers a variety of meanings. 

Psalm 45:1 — "I speak of the things which I have made touching the king" - Word Study on "of the things which I have made" - Strong says the Hebrew word "of the things which I have made" ( מַעֲשֶׂה) (H 4639) means, "an action, a transaction, an activity, a product, a property." The Enhanced Strong says this common Hebrew word is used 235 times in the Old Testament.

Psalm 45:1 — "my tongue is the pen of a ready writer" - Comments- There are a number of instances in the Scriptures when a prophet of God attempts to describe the way he feels when the anointing falls upon him and a word from the Lord weighs upon him. For those who are given a prophecy of judgment and doom, they call this a "burden of the Lord" because it weighs heavy upon their hearts. Here in Psalm 45:1 David is being overwhelmed with the revelation of the person and nature of the Messiah when He takes His bride. Therefore, this Word from the Lord is not so much a heavy burden as it is a glorious experience in the presence of God. He feels inspired to write down this divine revelation and put it into words and thus, we have in Psalm 45 the record of this experience.

How often, as I have spent time in the Holy Scriptures, that a door of revelation was opened and I was given insight into His Word. I immediately took a pen and began to write these things down lest I forget them. I learned to always keep a pen and paper beside me lest while driving in a car or at work or while meditating, I should lose that piece of insight into God's Word. Ultimately, this revelation points to the King of Kings, Jesus Christ. The writer of this Psalm knew that experience of such divine revelation and he also took a pen and recorded this beautiful psalm.

As a young Christian, when insight into God's Word would come to me, I felt as if I wanted to "explode" from being filled with something that I could not contain. I often shared such insights with other fellow believers as a way of releasing this infilling. But as a more mature believer, I have learned to not only share such insights, but to grab a pen and record these truths. This method of writing has become my "relief valve" and allows me to capture and treasure those precious insights into God's Word indefinitely. It has now become a lifestyle that I practice almost daily.

I have come to believe that there are several ways to enter into God's presence, which is through prayer, through praise and worship and through meditating upon God's Word. Song of Solomon , when such inspirations come while meditating upon His Word, I often feel as David felt in Psalm 45 when he attempts to describe the majesty and beauty of the Lord. I sometimes feel that when I am in His Word, I am also in His presence. This is not an experience that I have every time I read the Holy Bible just as it is not an experience we have every time we pray or worship the Lord. But such experiences come more frequently as we mature in Christ. The same can be said regarding prayer and worship as well. Through time and practice we learn how to come into His presence through these three avenues. 

Psalm 45:2 Thou art fairer than the children of men: grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever. 
Psalm 45:2 — Comments- The phrase "the children of men" is a poetic phrase found often in the Hebrew poetry. We see it used again in this psalm in Psalm 45:12.

Psalm 45:12, "And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift; even the rich among the people shall intreat thy favour."

We see these type of phrases used for the first time in the book of Genesis.

Genesis 6:2, "That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose."

Psalm 45:6-7 — — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Psalm 45:6-7 is quoted in Hebrews 1:8-9.

Hebrews 1:8-9, "But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows."

Psalm 45:8 All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad. 
Psalm 45:8 — "All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces" - Comments- Paul Crouch suggests that Psalm 45:8 gives us a description of the sweet aroma that fills the atmosphere in Heaven. 62] There are numerous testimonies as to the aromas in Heaven. Mary Baxter describes her experience in heaven when she was standing before the throne of God. The Lord opened a book which was lying at the altar located in front of God's throne. She writes, "Amazed, I saw what looked like smoke ascending from the book. Suddenly, the most beautiful perfume I ever smelled filled the whole area where I stood. The angel told me that this book contains the prayers of the saints and that God was sending his angels to earth to answer the prayers from the cries of their hearts. Everybody was praising and magnifying God." 63] Jesse Duplantis says regarding his visit to Heaven, "There were flowers in heaven that I have never seen before in my life and fragrances I have never smelled." 64] However, Psalm 45:8 specifically refers to the aroma of "Christ's" garments. Kenneth Copeland shared the testimony of how he has smelled the anointing and presence of Jesus on several occasions. He described it as the smell of roses. One day when this smell filled the pulpit area, the Lord spoke to him and said that the "Rose of Sharon" had just passed by. 65] 

62] Paul Crouch, Behind the Scenes, on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), 25 February 2009, television program.

63] Mary K. Baxter, A Divine Revelation of Heaven (New Kensington, Pennsylvania: Whitaker House, 1998), 38.

64] Jesse Duplantis, Heaven Close Encounters of the God Kind (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Harrison House, 1996), 71.

65] Kenneth Copeland, "Sermon," (Southwest Believers Convention, Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), 8 August 2008.

"whereby they have made thee glad" - Comments- The sweet aroma of perfumes have the effect of making our hearts glad.

Psalm 45:9 Kings" daughters were among thy honourable women: upon thy right hand did stand the queen in gold of Ophir.
Psalm 45:10 Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own people, and thy father"s house;
Psalm 45:10 — "forget also thine own people, and thy father"s house" - Comments- When a bride was taken from another land, she did not have the opportunity to return and visit her family. She had to learn to forget her family for the sake of her husband. In fact, the only way to keep her peace of mind and mental health and not despair is to forget the natural longings for her family.

In a figurative sense, a Christian has to forsake the bonds of family tradition and serve the Lord. They are to lay aside the traditions of men. Jesus Himself forsook His family for the work of the ministry ( Matthew 10:37).

Matthew 10:37, "He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me."

There were many traditions and superstitions that my wife left behind after a few years away from the Philippines. She commented on a number of occasions that she did not think the same as she used to think. She said that if she ever returned to live in the Philippines that she would be a different person.

Psalm 45:11 So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty: for he is thy Lord; and worship thou him. 
Psalm 45:12 And the daughter of Tyre shall be there with a gift; even the rich among the people shall intreat thy favour. 
Psalm 45:12 — "the daughter of Tyre" - Comments- This is a poetic phrase used throughout Hebrew poetry. It is used in Psalm 45:2 of this psalm.

Psalm 45:2, "Thou art fairer than the children of men: grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever."

We see these type of phrases used for the first time in the book of Genesis.

Genesis 6:2, "That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair; and they took them wives of all which they chose."

Psalm 45:12 — Comments- The ancient city of Tyre, centered on the Mediterranean coast, was perhaps the most important and richest merchant city of Old Testament times (ISBE). 66]

66] H. Porter, "Tyre," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Psalm 45:13 The king"s daughter is all glorious within: her clothing is of wrought gold.
Psalm 45:13 — Comments - The king's daughter is glorious in her inner chamber (within): with robes interwoven with gold.

Psalm 45:14 She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of needlework: the virgins her companions that follow her shall be brought unto thee.
Psalm 45:14 — "She shall be brought unto the king in raiment of needlework" - Word Study on "raiment of needlework" - HALOT says the Hebrew word רקמה means, "something colorfully woven."

Comments - Note the following English translations:

YLT, "In divers colours she is brought to the king, Virgins--after her--her companions, Are brought to thee."

NKJV, "She shall be brought to the King in robes of many colors; The virgins, her companions who follow her, shall be brought to You."

Note that Joseph was also given a robe of many colours in Genesis 37:3, "Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the son of his old age: and he made him a coat of many colours."

Psalm 45:15 With gladness and rejoicing shall they be brought: they shall enter into the king"s palace.
Psalm 45:16 Instead of thy fathers shall be thy children, whom thou mayest make princes in all the earth. 
Psalm 45:16 — Comments- When my wife left her home, family and friends in the Philippines for three and a half years, it was a very painful time of missing her loved ones. However, when we had our first child, much of that loneliness was forgotten for the joy of a child.

46 Psalm 46 

Verses 1-11 

Psalm 46
Introduction- A possible title of Psalm 46 is "God our Refuge." It is a psalm of meditation.

Psalm 46:1 (To the chief Musician for the sons of Korah, A Song upon Alamoth.) God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
Psalm 46:1 — "To the chief Musician for the sons of Korah" - Comments- Origen tells us the psalms that include the title "sons of Korah" in its opening verse (42through 49, 84, 85, 87, 88) were written by the sons of Korah, who worked together in the unity of the Spirit to produce it. He justifies this statement by quoting Psalm 44:1, which says, "O God, we have heard with our ears."

"But if it be necessary also from the ancient Scriptures to bring forward the three who made a symphony on earth, so that the Word was in the midst of them making them one, attend to the superscription of the Psalm , as for example to that of the forty-first, which is as follows: ‘Unto the end, unto understanding, for the sons of Korah.' For though there were three sons of Korah whose names we find in the Book of Exodus , Aser, which Isaiah , by interpretation, ‘instruction,' and the second Elkana, which is translated, ‘possession of God,' and the third Abiasaph, which in the Greek tongue might be rendered, ‘congregation of the father,' yet the prophecies were not divided but were both spoken and written by one spirit, and one voice, and one soul, which wrought with true harmony, and the three speak as one, ‘As the heart panteth after the springs of the water, so panteth my soul alter thee, O God.' But also they say in the plural in the forty-fourth Psalm , ‘O God, we have heard with our ears.'" (Origen's Commentary on Matthew 14:1) 67]

67] Origen, Origen's Commentary on Matthew, trans. Allan Menzies, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 9, ed. Allan Menzies (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, c 1896, 1906), 495.

Psalm 46:1 — "A Song upon Alamoth" - Word Study on "alamoth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "Alamoth" ( עֲלָמֹות) (H 5961) means "young women," or "soprano." YLT reads, "‘For the Virgins' - A Song."

Psalm 46:1 — "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble" - Comments- A refuge is a place of safety. 

Illustration- God is with us. My brother, Steve was leaning against a door in a hallway with his arms crossed. The Lord spoke to him and said to move your left arm. So he quickly lifted it to the side, and immediately the door that his elbow had been resting against burst open and someone came scurrying out of this room into the hallway. God was there. This is the lesson that my brother learned. God is in our mist. He is a wonderful, loving companion, serving and fellowshipping with us. He is our choice in the day of trouble.

Psalm 46:2-3 — Comments- Psalm 46:2-3 describes the earth as in turmoil.

Psalm 46:3 Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah. 
Psalm 46:4-5 — Comments- God with us and in us. The Psalm 46:4-5 changes from turmoil ( Psalm 45:2-3) to a mood of peace.

Psalm 46:10 Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.
Psalm 46:10 — "Be still, and know that I am God" - Word Study on "Be still" - The Hebrew word "be still" does not mean to be silent, but rather, "Cease and desist." YLT reads, "Desist." The JPS reads, "Let be." Therefore, Psalm 46:10 is God speaking to the nations to stop their wars and fightings because He will be strong and victorious over them.

Illustration- One day, as I was flipping through some Christmas cards and reading the captions under the pictures of nature scenes: mountains, streams, running water, green grass, snow covered landscapes, I read this verse, "Be still and know that I and God" on one of the cards. We sometimes need do nothing else in our private time with God, except to be still, to think of Him, without all at our anxious chatter about our problems.

"I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth" - Comments- It is a fact that God will be exalted. It will be accomplished among heathen in the earth. Yet, God's Word also pleads with us to begin exalting His name now, together in one accord, and hymns and spiritual Song of Solomon , singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. (See Colossians 3:16)

Colossians 3:16, "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual Song of Solomon , singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord."

Psalm 46:10 — Comments- Note the contrast of the two parts of Psalm 46:10 : 

1. Be still, and know that I am God- Silence, stillness.

2. I will be exalted in the earth- Joy and praise and exaltation. 

Praise is the result of stillness before God. This is one way you can know that He is with us. He is in our mist and all is in His hands. He is in control. Thus, Psalm 46:1 says, "God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble."

Psalm 46:10 took the burden out of my quiet time with God. Just be still and you will know that God is. Praise the Lord! Hallelujah! Amen!!!

Psalm 46:11 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah.
47 Psalm 47 

Verses 1-9 

Psalm 47
Psalm 47:1 (To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.) O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice of triumph.
Psalm 47:1 — "A Psalm for the sons of Korah" - Comments- Origen tells us the psalms that include the title "sons of Korah" in its opening verse (42through 49, 84, 85, 87, 88) were written by the sons of Korah, who worked together in the unity of the Spirit to produce it. He justifies this statement by quoting Psalm 44:1, which says, "O God, we have heard with our ears."

"But if it be necessary also from the ancient Scriptures to bring forward the three who made a symphony on earth, so that the Word was in the midst of them making them one, attend to the superscription of the Psalm , as for example to that of the forty-first, which is as follows: ‘Unto the end, unto understanding, for the sons of Korah.' For though there were three sons of Korah whose names we find in the Book of Exodus , Aser, which Isaiah , by interpretation, ‘instruction,' and the second Elkana, which is translated, ‘possession of God,' and the third Abiasaph, which in the Greek tongue might be rendered, ‘congregation of the father,' yet the prophecies were not divided but were both spoken and written by one spirit, and one voice, and one soul, which wrought with true harmony, and the three speak as one, ‘As the heart panteth after the springs of the water, so panteth my soul alter thee, O God.' But also they say in the plural in the forty-fourth Psalm , ‘O God, we have heard with our ears.'" (Origen's Commentary on Matthew 14:1) 68]

68] Origen, Origen's Commentary on Matthew, trans. Allan Menzies, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 9, ed. Allan Menzies (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, c 1896, 1906), 495.

Psalm 47:1 — "O clap your hands, all ye people" - Comments- Kenneth Hagin says that Jesus refers to this verse in one of his divine visitations. He says that the clapping of the hands in this context was an attitude of victory and not a form of worship. Note:

"In the visitation, Jesus discussed clapping with me from the Scriptures. He said, ‘There is not one Scripture in the New Testament about clapping. The Bible says in Psalm 47:1, "O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice of triumph." Clapping in this verse denoted an attitude of victory; it was not a form of praise. That is the only time clapping before the Lord is mentioned, and that is in the Old Testament. There are also some occurrences in the Old Testament where people clapped their hands for other reasons, but it had no connection with the worship of God. Then there are also Scriptures about the waves and the floods clapping their hands, but you understand, that is figurative language. There is not one single Scripture in the New Covenant about anyone clapping their hands.'" 69]

69] Kenneth Hagin, Plans Purposes and Pursuits (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1988, 1993), 101.

48 Psalm 48 

Verses 1-14 

Psalm 48
Psalm 48:1 (A Song and Psalm for the sons of Korah.) Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness. 
Psalm 48:1 — "A Song and Psalm for the sons of Korah" - Comments- Origen tells us the psalms that include the title "sons of Korah" in its opening verse (42through 49, 84, 85, 87, 88) were written by the sons of Korah, who worked together in the unity of the Spirit to produce it. He justifies this statement by quoting Psalm 44:1, which says, "O God, we have heard with our ears."

"But if it be necessary also from the ancient Scriptures to bring forward the three who made a symphony on earth, so that the Word was in the midst of them making them one, attend to the superscription of the Psalm , as for example to that of the forty-first, which is as follows: ‘Unto the end, unto understanding, for the sons of Korah.' For though there were three sons of Korah whose names we find in the Book of Exodus , Aser, which Isaiah , by interpretation, ‘instruction,' and the second Elkana, which is translated, ‘possession of God,' and the third Abiasaph, which in the Greek tongue might be rendered, ‘congregation of the father,' yet the prophecies were not divided but were both spoken and written by one spirit, and one voice, and one soul, which wrought with true harmony, and the three speak as one, ‘As the heart panteth after the springs of the water, so panteth my soul alter thee, O God.' But also they say in the plural in the forty-fourth Psalm , ‘O God, we have heard with our ears.'" (Origen's Commentary on Matthew 14:1) 70]

70] Origen, Origen's Commentary on Matthew, trans. Allan Menzies, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 9, ed. Allan Menzies (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, c 1896, 1906), 495.

Psalm 48:2 Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King.
Psalm 48:2 — "is mount Zion, on the sides of the north" - Comments- Note that the Temple was located on the northern side of the city.

Psalm 48:3 God is known in her palaces for a refuge. 
Psalm 48:4 For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together. 
Psalm 48:5 They saw it, and so they marvelled; they were troubled, and hasted away. 
Psalm 48:6 Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in travail.
Psalm 48:6 — "as of a woman in travail" - Comments- This is figurative of the suddenness of a calamity ( 1 Thessalonians 5:3).

1 Thessalonians 5:3, "For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape."

Psalm 48:14 For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto death.
Psalm 48:14 — "he will be our guide even unto death" - Comments- The LXX reads, "he will be our guide for evermore." (Brenton)

49 Psalm 49 

Verses 1-20 

Psalm 49
Theme - Psalm 49 is placed within the second major section of the book of Psalm , a section that places emphasis upon indoctrination. The theme of this Psalm declares that man's riches cannot redeem his soul from hell, and only God can redeem a soul from hell. The rich man is referred to in Psalm 49:2; Psalm 49:6; Psalm 49:10-12; Psalm 49:16-20; yet, riches are the confidence of fools. God offers man's only hope of redemption through faith in Him, and under the new covenant redemption is offered through the sacrifice of His Son on Calvary. 

Psalm 49:1-4 — The Call to Assembly the People to Hear God's Wisdom - Psalm 49:1-4 begins with a call for God's people to gather together to hear the decree. The atmosphere of a king setting upon his throne to speak wisdom embraces these opening verses.

Scripture References- The book of Psalm has similar introductory passages when God calls His people together to decree judgment upon them, as in Psalm 50:3-6; Psalm 78:1-2.

Psalm 50:3-6, "Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about him. He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may judge his people. Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice. And the heavens shall declare his righteousness: for God is judge himself. Selah."

Psalm 78:1-2, (Maschil of Asaph.) "Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline your ears to the words of my mouth. I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old:"

In Deuteronomy Moses also called heaven and earth to be his witnesses ( Deuteronomy 4:26; Deuteronomy 30:19; Deuteronomy 31:28; Deuteronomy 32:1-2) as he declares the Word of God to the children of Israel. Thus, Moses is declaring divine judgment which only God can decree. Moses is speaking in behalf of God and decreeing divine judgment upon Israel. 

A number of verses throughout the book of Isaiah will reflect the motif of a judgment hearing assembled before God's throne with heaven and earth as witnesses ( Isaiah 1:18; Isaiah 41:1; Isaiah 41:21; Isaiah 43:9-10; Isaiah 43:26; Isaiah 44:23; Isaiah 45:20-21; Isaiah 48:1; Isaiah 48:14; Isaiah 49:1; Isaiah 49:13; Isaiah 49:22; Isaiah 51:17; Isaiah 51:22).

Psalm 49:1 (To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.) Hear this, all ye people; give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world: 
Psalm 49:1 — "A Psalm for the sons of Korah" - Comments- Origen tells us the psalms that include the title "sons of Korah" in its opening verse were written by the sons of Korah, who worked together in the unity of the Spirit to produce it. He justifies this statement by quoting Psalm 44:1, which says, "O God, we have heard with our ears."

"But if it be necessary also from the ancient Scriptures to bring forward the three who made a symphony on earth, so that the Word was in the midst of them making them one, attend to the superscription of the Psalm , as for example to that of the forty-first, which is as follows: ‘Unto the end, unto understanding, for the sons of Korah.' For though there were three sons of Korah whose names we find in the Book of Exodus , Aser, which Isaiah , by interpretation, ‘instruction,' and the second Elkana, which is translated, ‘possession of God,' and the third Abiasaph, which in the Greek tongue might be rendered, ‘congregation of the father,' yet the prophecies were not divided but were both spoken and written by one spirit, and one voice, and one soul, which wrought with true harmony, and the three speak as one, ‘As the heart panteth after the springs of the water, so panteth my soul alter thee, O God.' But also they say in the plural in the forty-fourth Psalm , ‘O God, we have heard with our ears.'" (Origen's Commentary on Matthew 14:1) 71]

71] Origen, Origen's Commentary on Matthew, trans. Allan Menzies, in The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 9, ed. Allan Menzies (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, c 1896, 1906), 495.

Psalm 49:5 Wherefore should I fear in the days of evil, when the iniquity of my heels shall compass me about? 
Psalm 49:5 — Comments - Every person faces "days of evil" ( Ephesians 5:16). Paul refers to the evil day in his exhortation for believers to put on the whole armor of God ( Ephesians 6:13).

Ephesians 5:16, "Redeeming the time, because the days are evil."

Ephesians 6:13, "Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand."

Psalm 49:6 They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the multitude of their riches;
Psalm 49:6 — Comments - A man's wealth consists of the accumulation of his physical strength, which proceeds from decisions he made through his mental well-being, his spirit driving him onward to fulfill a destiny that he does not always understand. Thus, man's spirit, mind, and body are manifested into his physical wealth. For this reason, a man who does not trust in God has no alternative but to trust in his own efforts to redeem his soul from the sufferings of this life.

Psalm 49:7 None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him: 
Psalm 49:7 — Comments - Paul the apostle will explain that man's efforts cannot redeem his soul, for it is by grace that we are saved. Paul writes, " Ephesians 2:8-9, "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast."

Psalm 49:8 (For the redemption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth for ever:)
Psalm 49:7-8 — Comments- Psalm 49:7-8 say that the redemption of a man"s soul is costly, price that man is unable to pay. However, and the psalmist will tell us that God will pay that cost, saying, "But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave." ( Psalm 49:15) He paid the cost by sending His own Son to die for our sins on Calvary.

Psalm 49:14 Like sheep they are laid in the grave; death shall feed on them; and the upright shall have dominion over them in the morning; and their beauty shall consume in the grave from their dwelling. 
Psalm 49:14 — "and the upright shall have dominion over them in the morning" - Comments - In this life, the rich rule over the poor; but in eternity the poor will be exalted and the rich made low ( James 1:9-11). In the morning, when eternity rises and this age ceases, the upright will rule and reign upon the earth.

James 1:9-11, "Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted: But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away. For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways."

Psalm 49:15 But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave: for he shall receive me. Selah.
Psalm 49:15 — Word Study on "receive" - Strong says the Hebrew word "receive" ( לָקַח) (H 3947). Is a primitive root that literally means, "to take." This is the same Hebrew word used when God took Enoch ( Genesis 5:24).

Genesis 5:24, "And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him."

50 Psalm 50 

Verses 1-23 

Psalm 50
Psalm 50:1 (A Psalm of Asaph.) The mighty God, even the LORD, hath spoken, and called the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof. 
Psalm 50:1 — "A Psalm of Asaph" - Comments- Eleven of the psalms credit themselves to Asaph ( Psalm 50, 73-83), one of David"s musicians, sang and played the cymbals, as well as operated in the office of a prophet ( 1 Chronicles 15:17-19, 2 Chronicles 29:30).

1 Chronicles 15:17-19, "So the Levites appointed Heman the son of Joel; and of his brethren, Asaph the son of Berechiah; and of the sons of Merari their brethren, Ethan the son of Kushaiah; And with them their brethren of the second degree, Zechariah , Ben, and Jaaziel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehiel, and Unni, Eliab, and Benaiah, and Maaseiah, and Mattithiah, and Elipheleh, and Mikneiah, and Obededom, and Jeiel, the porters. So the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were appointed to sound with cymbals of brass;"

2 Chronicles 29:30, "Moreover Hezekiah the king and the princes commanded the Levites to sing praise unto the LORD with the words of David, and of Asaph the seer. And they sang praises with gladness, and they bowed their heads and worshipped."

Psalm 50:2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined. 
Psalm 50:3 Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about him.
Psalm 50:3 — Comments- We find a similar description of the throne of God in Ezekiel 1:4-28. The context of both of these passages is concerning the judgment of God upon His people Israel.

Psalm 50:4 He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may judge his people.
Psalm 50:4 — Comments- In Deuteronomy Moses also called heaven and earth to be his witnesses ( Deuteronomy 4:26; Deuteronomy 30:19; Deuteronomy 31:28; Deuteronomy 32:1-2). The description of heaven and earth coming together to be a part of divine judgment is understood in Isaiah 66:1, "Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest?" In Deuteronomy Moses is declaring divine judgment which only God can decree. Moses is speaking in behalf of God and decreeing divine judgment upon Israel. 

Deuteronomy 4:26, "I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that ye shall soon utterly perish from off the land whereunto ye go over Jordan to possess it; ye shall not prolong your days upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed."

Deuteronomy 30:19, "I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:"

Deuteronomy 31:28, "Gather unto me all the elders of your tribes, and your officers, that I may speak these words in their ears, and call heaven and earth to record against them."

Deuteronomy 32:1-2, "Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass:"

Note also:

Judges 11:10-11, "And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, The LORD be witness between us, if we do not so according to thy words. Then Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the people made him head and captain over them: and Jephthah uttered all his words before the LORD in Mizpeh."

The Scriptures teach that in the mouth of two or three witnesses a matter is confirmed ( Deuteronomy 17:6). Isaiah 1:2 describes for us a scene where God is passing judgment, while heaven and earth serve as two witnesses. Thus, God is judging Israel in a judicial manner similar to the way elders decreeing judgments at the gates of the ancient cities.

Deuteronomy 17:6, "At the mouth of two witnesses, or three witnesses, shall he that is worthy of death be put to death; but at the mouth of one witness he shall not be put to death."

Psalm 50:10 For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.
Psalm 50:10 — "and the cattle upon a thousand hills" - Comments- I first understood why cattle grazed upon hills during a trip to the hilly region of southwest Uganda, East Africa in 2008. The hills are suited for grazing livestock, while the valleys, which have the fertile topsoil that washes down from the hills, is suited for agriculture. The ancient land of Palestine must have been used in such a manner by its inhabitants.

Psalm 50:11 I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are mine.
Psalm 50:10-11 — Comments- God Oversees His Creation- God knows the life and death of each and every animal in His creation ( Matthew 6:26; Matthew 10:29). God revealed to Job the fact that He oversees every aspect of His creation ( Job 38:1 to Job 39:30).

Matthew 6:26, "Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?"

Matthew 10:29, "Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father."

The Scriptures record how God occasionally used animals to bring about His divine purpose and plan. For example, he used a dove in Noah's time to bring back an olive branch as a sign that they could disembark from the ark ( Genesis 8:10-11). He used a plague of frogs ( Exodus 8:1-15), a plague of lice ( Exodus 8:16-19), a plague of flies ( Exodus 8:20-32), and a plague of locusts ( Exodus 10:1-20) to deliver the children of Israel from Egyptian bondage. He used a donkey to speak to the mad prophet Balaam ( Numbers 22:28). He used ravens to feed Elijah by the brook ( 1 Kings 17:6). He spoke to a whale and commanded him to swallow and split up Jonah ( Jonah 1:17; Jonah 2:10).

Genesis 8:10, "And he stayed yet other seven days; and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark; And the dove came in to him in the evening; and, lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf pluckt off: so Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the earth."

Numbers 22:28, "And the LORD opened the mouth of the ass, and she said unto Balaam, What have I done unto thee, that thou hast smitten me these three times?"

1 Kings 17:6, "And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank of the brook."

Jonah 1:17, "Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights."

Jonah 2:10, "And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land."

Psalm 50:15 And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.
Psalm 50:15 — — Comments- When God brings deliverance, He receives glory and honour.

Psalm 50:15 — Illustration - The People of the Exodus see Pharaoh coming, they cry out to God, and He delivers them through the Red Sea ( Exodus 14-15). The result is Moses" song of Praise for God"s deliverance 

Psalm 50:23 Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: and to him that ordereth his conversation aright will I shew the salvation of God.
Psalm 50:23 — "Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me" - Word Study on "offereth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "offereth" ( זָבַח) (H 2076) literally means, "to slaughter an animal, (usually in sacrifice.) The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew verb is used 134times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "sacrifice 85, offer 39, kill 5, slay 5."

Word Study on "praise" - Strong says the Hebrew word "praise" "todah" ( תּוֹדָה) (H 8426) literally means, "an extension of the hand, an avowal, adoration." It is a sacrifice of thanksgiving, since this same word is used in Psalm 50:14 as the word "thanksgiving."

Psalm 50:14, "Offer unto God thanksgiving; and pay thy vows unto the most High:"

Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Psalm 54:6, "I will freely sacrifice unto thee: I will praise thy name, O LORD for it is good."

Jeremiah 33:11, "The voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the voice of them that shall say, Praise the LORD of hosts: for the LORD is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: and of them that shall bring the sacrifice of praise into the house of the LORD. For I will cause to return the captivity of the land, as at the first, saith the LORD."

Hebrews 13:15, "By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that Isaiah , the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name."

Psalm 50:23 — "and to him that ordereth his conversation aright will I shew the salvation of God" - Comments- To him that sets his conduct aright, God will "cause him to see" His salvation.

Illustration- One day while driving to church I was praying in tongues. I had been speaking those things which were not as though they were. I had been speaking and believing for certain events in any life. I began to pray and asked the Lord why things were going so well in my life. I had health, a good job and peace in every area of my life. The Lord then quickened Psalm 50:23 to me, seeming to show me that I was "ordering," or setting forth these things my life.

Psalm 50:23 — Comments- Many times God's deliverance is conditional to our trust in Him and to our thanks to Him. This is gathered from the NIV reading of Psalm 50:23, "He who sacrifices thank offerings honors me, and he prepares the way so that I may show him the salvation of God." Praise prepares a way for God to deliver us.
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Introduction - In Psalm 51David records his prayer of repentance for his sin with Bathsheba. David's sin had already been forgiven, yet the guilt and consequences of his sin still lingered, as it often does under the new covenant. In his prayer David asks the Lord not to take the Holy Spirit from him. Under the Old Covenant the Holy Spirit came and departed upon prophets, kings and priests as they ministered for the Lord. Under the New Covenant the Holy Spirit comes and dwells in believes forever and does not depart. David's prayer is a prophetic cry for the full redemption of his soul, which will not take place until the full work of Calvary is accomplished and Jesus comes to received His Church. Despite this sin the New Testament tells us that David was a man after God's heart ( Acts 13:22). 

Acts 13:22, "And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfil all my will."

Psalm 51:1 (To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet came unto him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba.) Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 
Psalm 51:4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. 
Psalm 51:4 — "that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest" - Comments- This part of the verse is quoted in Romans 3:4 to justify that God is always in the right, and man is a fault.

Romans 3:4, "God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged."

Psalm 51:5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.
Psalm 51:5 — — Comments- Born a sinner, sinful by nature ( Leviticus 15:18, Romans 3:23).

Leviticus 15:18, "The woman also with whom man shall lie with seed of copulation, they shall both bathe themselves in water, and be unclean until the even."

Romans 3:23, "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;"

Psalm 51:6 Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.
Psalm 51:7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
Psalm 51:7 — Comments- Hyssop was a plant that was used to sprinkle blood upon people and things, since it was associated with cleansing and purification. It represented the cleansing of the person"s heart and soul. Note:

Exodus 12:22, "And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the bason, and strike the lintel and the two side posts with the blood that is in the bason; and none of you shall go out at the door of his house until the morning."

Leviticus 14:4-7, "Then shall the priest command to take for him that is to be cleansed two birds alive and clean, and cedar wood, and scarlet, and hyssop: And the priest shall command that one of the birds be killed in an earthen vessel over running water: As for the living bird, he shall take it, and the cedar wood, and the scarlet, and the hyssop, and shall dip them and the living bird in the blood of the bird that was killed over the running water: And he shall sprinkle upon him that is to be cleansed from the leprosy seven times, and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the living bird loose into the open field."

Leviticus 14:49-52, "And he shall take to cleanse the house two birds, and cedar wood, and scarlet, and hyssop: And he shall kill the one of the birds in an earthen vessel over running water: And he shall take the cedar wood, and the hyssop, and the scarlet, and the living bird, and dip them in the blood of the slain bird, and in the running water, and sprinkle the house seven times: And he shall cleanse the house with the blood of the bird, and with the running water, and with the living bird, and with the cedar wood, and with the hyssop, and with the scarlet:"

Numbers 19:6, "And the priest shall take cedar wood, and hyssop, and scarlet, and cast it into the midst of the burning of the heifer."

Hebrews 9:19-22, "For when Moses had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the people, Saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath enjoined unto you. Moreover he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry. And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission."

In nature, it grows on walls:

1 Kings 4:33, "And he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall: he spake also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes."

The Jews sprinkled with hyssop and then washed themselves ( Numbers 19:1-10). Song of Solomon , 

Hebrews 10:22, "Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water."

Psalm 51:8 Make me to hear joy and gladness; that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.
Psalm 51:8 — "that the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice" - Comments- This may reflect a broken relationship with God.

Psalm 51:11 Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.
Psalm 51:11 — "Cast me not way from thy presence" - Comments- If sin is not confessed and dealt with, God will first remove His presence and then His Holy Spirit. Saul had been cast out of God"s presence ( 1 Samuel 14:37).

1 Samuel 14:37, "And Saul asked counsel of God, Shall I go down after the Philistines? wilt thou deliver them into the hand of Israel? But he answered him not that day."

Psalm 51:11 — "and take not thy holy spirit from me" - Comments- David knew that the Holy Spirit had been taken and removed from Saul: 

1 Samuel 16:14, "But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD troubled him."

1 Samuel 18:12, "And Saul was afraid of David, because the LORD was with him, and was departed from Saul."

1 Samuel 28:15-16, "And Samuel said to Saul, Why hast thou disquieted me, to bring me up? And Saul answered, I am sore distressed; for the Philistines make war against me, and God is departed from me, and answereth me no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams: therefore I have called thee, that thou mayest make known unto me what I shall do. Then said Samuel, Wherefore then dost thou ask of me, seeing the LORD is departed from thee, and is become thine enemy?"

Psalm 51:12 Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.
Psalm 51:12 — "Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation" - Comments- In June of 1979, I woke up about 2:00 a.m. in the morning, drove to the church where I had been raised and rededicated my life to the Lord. I said, "Lord, if you will give me the peace and joy that I had as a child going to church, I will serve you." As David prayed here for God to restore to him the joy of His salvation, God did restore my joy. I went home that night and slept in peace for the first time in years, no longer under the conviction of sin.

Psalm 51:12 — "and uphold me with thy free spirit" - Word Study on "uphold" - Strong says the Hebrew word "uphold" ( סָמַךְ) (H 5564) means, "to prop, to lean on or take hold of." 

Word Study on "free" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "free" ( נְדִיבָה) (H 5082) means, "nobility, a noble and happy condition." Strong says this word is the feminine of the Hebrew ( נָדִיב) (H 5081), which Gesenius says means, "voluntary, willing, spontaneous, ready, generous noble."

RSV, NASB - a willing spirit

NLT - willing to obey you

Comments- God gives his Spirit freely.

Psalm 51:12 — Comments- In Psalm 51:11 David asks for the present of the Lord, and the Holy Spirit. He then asks in Psalm 51:12 for the joy of his salvation. There is joy and the Holy Spirit in God's presence ( Psalm 16:11). The joy of the Lord is our strength ( Nehemiah 8:10)

Psalm 16:11, "Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore."

Nehemiah 8:10, "Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength."

Psalm 51:13 Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 
Psalm 51:14 Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my salvation: and my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. 
Psalm 51:14 — "Deliver me from bloodguiltiness" - Comments- David was guilty of murder.

Psalm 51:15 O Lord, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
Psalm 51:15 — Comments- This is David"s request for lips that would worship God in spirit and in truth, and not just lip service, but from his heart.

Psalm 51:16 For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering.
Psalm 51:16 — Comments - King David received a divine revelation during this time of distress and brokenness. He understood that God was not as interested in the sacrifice as He was the condition of a man's heart. God wants a man to yield his life in daily sacrifice to Him. For example, Cain and Abel both offered sacrifices, but God was pleased with one and not the other. Saul also serves as an example of what not to offer ( 1 Samuel 15:22).

1 Samuel 15:22, "And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams."

Scripture References- Note a similar verse:

Hebrews 10:8, "Above when he said, Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law;"

Psalm 51:17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.
Psalm 51:17 — — Comments- God is present in a repentant heart ( Psalm 34:18, James 4:8).

Psalm 34:18, "The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit."

James 4:8, "Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded."

Psalm 51:18 Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the walls of Jerusalem.
Psalm 51:18 — "build thou the walls of Jerusalem" - Comments- We see this prophecy fulfilled in the natural when Nehemiah rebuilt the walls of this city after the Captivity.
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Psalm 52:1 (To the chief Musician, Maschil, A Psalm of David, when Doeg the Edomite came and told Saul, and said unto him, David is come to the house of Ahimelech.) Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, O mighty man? the goodness of God endureth continually.
Psalm 52:1 — Word Study on "Maschil" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Maschil" ( מַשְׂכִּיל) (H 4905) is a participle meaning, "a didactic poem." Strong it means, "instructive," thus "a didactic poem," being derived from ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919), which literally means, "to be circumspect, and hence intelligent." The Enhanced Strong says it is found 13times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV all 13times as "Maschil." It is used as a title for thirteen of the 150 psalms ( Psalm 32; Psalm 42, 44, 45, 52through 55; 74; 78; 88; 89; 142). 

Most modern translations do as the KJV and transliterate this Hebrew word as "maschil," thus avoiding the possibility of a mistranslation. The LXX reads "for instruction." YLT reads "An Instruction." Although some of these psalms are didactic in nature, scholars do not feel that all fit this category. The ISBE says, "Briggs suggests ‘a meditation,' Thirtle and others ‘a psalm of instruction,' Kirkpatrick ‘a cunning psalm.'" 72]

72] John Richard Sampey, " Psalm ," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).
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Psalm 53
Introduction- Psalm 53is almost identical to Psalm 14, only differing in Psalm 53:5. Psalm 14is in book 1 ( Psalm 1-41) and Psalm 53is in book 2 ( Psalm 42-72). A second difference is that Psalm 14used the word YHWH ( יְהוָֹה) (H 3068) of special Revelation , while Psalm 53uses the general name for God ( אֳלהִׁים) (H 430). This similarity of psalms from books one and two implies that the Psalm may have initially consisted of several separate, smaller books, with some of the Psalm being the same, and these books were later compiled into the entire book of Psalm as we know it today, perhaps during the time of Ezra the scribe.

We see this duplication also in Psalm 18,2Samuel 22. This type of duplication is also found in the book of Proverbs , with individual proverbs from Solomon's first collection and second collection being the same, implying that it had a similar composition. 

Psalm 53:1-3 — Comments- Romans 3:10-12 quotes these verses as meaning that everyone has sinned.

Romans 3:10-12, "As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one."

Psalm 53:1 (To the chief Musician upon Mahalath, Maschil, A Psalm of David.) The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. Corrupt are they, and have done abominable iniquity: there is none that doeth good. 
Psalm 53:1 — Word Study on "Maschil" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Maschil" ( מַשְׂכִּיל) (H 4905) is a participle meaning, "a didactic poem." Strong it means, "instructive," thus "a didactic poem," being derived from ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919), which literally means, "to be circumspect, and hence intelligent." The Enhanced Strong says it is found 13times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV all 13times as "Maschil." It is used as a title for thirteen of the 150 psalms ( Psalm 32; Psalm 42, 44, 45, 52through 55; 74; 78; 88; 89; 142). 

Most modern translations do as the KJV and transliterate this Hebrew word as "maschil," thus avoiding the possibility of a mistranslation. The LXX reads "for instruction." YLT reads "An Instruction." Although some of these psalms are didactic in nature, scholars do not feel that all fit this category. The ISBE says, "Briggs suggests ‘a meditation,' Thirtle and others ‘a psalm of instruction,' Kirkpatrick ‘a cunning psalm.'" 73]

73] John Richard Sampey, " Psalm ," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Psalm 53:1 — "Corrupt are they" - Comments- The Hebrew word( שָׁחַת) (H 7843), translated "corrupt," is the same Hebrew word that is used to described mankind before the flood ( Genesis 6:11-12), and the fool ( Psalm 14:1).

Genesis 6:11-12, "The earth also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. And God looked upon the earth, and, behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth."

Psalm 14:1, "The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good."
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Psalm 54:1 (To the chief Musician on Neginoth, Maschil, A Psalm of David, when the Ziphims came and said to Saul, Doth not David hide himself with us?) Save me, O God, by thy name, and judge me by thy strength.
Psalm 54:1 — Word Study on "Maschil" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Maschil" ( מַשְׂכִּיל) (H 4905) is a participle meaning, "a didactic poem." Strong it means, "instructive," thus "a didactic poem," being derived from ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919), which literally means, "to be circumspect, and hence intelligent." The Enhanced Strong says it is found 13times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV all 13times as "Maschil." It is used as a title for thirteen of the 150 psalms ( Psalm 32; Psalm 42, 44, 45, 52through 55; 74; 78; 88; 89; 142). 

Most modern translations do as the KJV and transliterate this Hebrew word as "maschil," thus avoiding the possibility of a mistranslation. The LXX reads "for instruction." YLT reads "An Instruction." Although some of these psalms are didactic in nature, scholars do not feel that all fit this category. The ISBE says, "Briggs suggests ‘a meditation,' Thirtle and others ‘a psalm of instruction,' Kirkpatrick ‘a cunning psalm.'" 74]

74] John Richard Sampey, " Psalm ," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).
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Psalm 55
Psalm 55:1 (To the chief Musician on Neginoth, Maschil, A Psalm of David.) Give ear to my prayer, O God; and hide not thyself from my supplication. 
Psalm 55:1 — Word Study on "Maschil" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Maschil" ( מַשְׂכִּיל) (H 4905) is a participle meaning, "a didactic poem." Strong it means, "instructive," thus "a didactic poem," being derived from ( שָׂכַל) (H 7919), which literally means, "to be circumspect, and hence intelligent." The Enhanced Strong says it is found 13times in the Old Testament being translated in the KJV all 13times as "Maschil." It is used as a title for thirteen of the 150 psalms ( Psalm 32; Psalm 42, 44, 45, 52through 55; 74; 78; 88; 89; 142). 

Most modern translations do as the KJV and transliterate this Hebrew word as "maschil," thus avoiding the possibility of a mistranslation. The LXX reads "for instruction." YLT reads "An Instruction." Although some of these psalms are didactic in nature, scholars do not feel that all fit this category. The ISBE says, "Briggs suggests ‘a meditation,' Thirtle and others ‘a psalm of instruction,' Kirkpatrick ‘a cunning psalm.'" 75]

75] John Richard Sampey, " Psalm ," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Psalm 55:12-14 — Betrayal- Comments- The greatest hurts in life come from those who are closest to you, not from a stranger. The description here could very well be a reference to Ahithophel, who was King David"s counselor ( 2 Samuel 15:31). Note Psalm 55:14, "We took sweet counsel together." Note:

2 Samuel 15:31, "And one told David, saying, Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom. And David said, O LORD, I pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness."

Psalm 55:17 Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice. 
Psalm 55:17 — Comments- The Hebrew day started at 6:00 p.m. in the evening. Therefore, Psalm 55:17 lists the times of prayer in the order of the day. Note these insightful words from Frances J. Roberts regarding Psalm 55:17 :

"See Me early; seek Me late; seek Me in the midst of the day. Ye need Me in the early hours for direction and guidance and for My blessing upon thy heart. Ye need Me at the end of the day to commit into My hands the day's happenings - both to free thyself of the burdens and to give them over into My hands that I may continue to work things out. And ye need Me more than ever in the busy hours, in the activities and responsibilities, that I may give thee My grace and My tranquility and My wisdom. I do not ask you to take time for Me with the intention of placing a burden upon thee in requiring thee to do so. Rather than adding a requirement, I seek to lift thy load. Rather than burdening thee with a devotional obligation, I desire to take from thee the tensions of life." 76]

76] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 174.

56 Psalm 56 

Verses 1-13 

Psalm 56
Theme - When we compare Psalm 56 and Psalm 34, we can see that Psalm 56 is a cry of deliverance, while Psalm 34is a psalm of thanksgiving after deliverance.

Psalm 100:4 says to enter God's gates with thanksgiving ("todah" - Psalm 56:12) and His courts with praise ("tehillah" - Psalm 34:1).

Psalm 100:4, "Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name."

Psalm 56:12, "Thy vows are upon me, O God: I will render praises unto thee."

Psalm 34:1, A Psalm of David, when he changed his behaviour before Abimelech; who drove him away, and he departed. "I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth."

Psalm 56:1 (To the chief Musician upon Jonathelemrechokim, Michtam of David, when the Philistines took him in Gath.) Be merciful unto me, O God: for man would swallow me up; he fighting daily oppresseth me. 
Psalm 56:1 — "To the chief Musician upon Jonathelemrechokim…when the Philistines took him in Gath" - Comments- The title of Psalm 56 comes from the story in 1 Samuel 21:10 thru Psalm 22:1. Note: 

1 Samuel 21:15, "Have I need of mad men, that ye have brought this fellow to play the mad man in my presence? shall this fellow come into my house?"

David went to Gath two different times:

1 Samuel 21:10 to 1 Samuel 22:1 

1 Samuel 27-29
Psalm 56:1 — "Michtam of David" - Word Study on "Michtam" - Strong says the Hebrew word "michtam" ( מִכְתָּם) (H 4387) literally means, "an engraving," and as a technical term, "a poem." He says this word comes from a Hebrew root word ( כָּתַם) (H 3799), which means "to carve, or engrave." Therefore, some translations prefer to use a poetic term (NLT, Rotherham), while others prefer a more literal translation (DRC, LXX, VgClem).

NLT, "A psalm of David"

Rotherham, "A Precious Psalm of David"

DRC, "The inscription of a title to David himself"

LXX, " στηλογραφία τῷ δαυιδ"

VgClem, "Tituli inscriptio, ipsi David"

Comments- A similar Hebrew word ( כֶּתֶם) (3800) means, "something carved out, i.e. ore; hence, gold." Peter Craigie tells us that some scholars translate the title "A Golden Psalm" from "early rabbinical interpretations." 77] Therefore, we get a variety of translations that carry the idea of treasure or gold.

77] Peter C. Craigie, Psalm 1-50, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 19, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 154.

LITV, YLT, "A Secret Treasure of David"

Luther, "Ein glden Kleinod David"

There are six so called "Michtam Psalm" (16, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60), which open with the phrase "Michtam of David." A similar title "the writing of Hezekiah" is used as the title for the psalm of Hezekiah in Isaiah 38:9-20, which uses a similar Hebrew word ( מִכְתָּב) (H 4385), means "a writing, the characters of something written, or a document such as a letter, a copy, an edict, or a poem."

Psalm 56:8 Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book? 
Psalm 56:8 — "put thou my tears into thy bottle" - Comments- Mary K. Baxter, in her book A Divine Revelation of Heaven, tells of the room of tears that she visited in heaven. 78] It was a room lined with crystal shelves, where many bottles were placed. These bottles are filled with the tears of the saints that they shed for the Lord. Under each bottle was a plaque with a name on it. What an awesome truth to realize that the angels are catching each of our tears that we shed and is storing them in these precious bottles.

78] Mary K. Baxter, A Divine Revelation of Heaven (New Kensington, Pennsylvania: Whitaker House, 1998), 32-6.

Arthur Blessitt tells the story of when he was being given a tour of a museum in Iran. The tour guide led them thru the different artifacts. When Blessitt saw a little bottle behind the display cabinet, he asked the tour guide what it was for. The guide said that this was a tear bottle. It was used in the orient even during Bible times. When a soldier went off to battle, the loved ones would keep a tear bottle, with the opening of the bottle shaped to fit comfortably around the eye. Alexander the Great went on a 5-year military campaign before returning home. These tears would be collected in the bottles and kept until the loved one comes home. 79] 

79] Arthur Blessitt, interviewed by Randy and Paula White, on Praise the Lord (Santa Ana, California: Trinity Broadcasting Network, 10 September 2002), television program.

Psalm 56:9 When I cry unto thee, then shall mine enemies turn back: this I know; for God is for me.
Psalm 56:10 In God will I praise his word: in the LORD will I praise his word.
Psalm 56:11 In God have I put my trust: I will not be afraid what man can do unto me.
Psalm 56:11 — — Scripture Reference- Note:

Hebrews 13:6, "So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me."

Psalm 56:12 Thy vows are upon me, O God: I will render praises unto thee.
Psalm 56:12 — "Thy vows are upon me, O God" - Comments- The word "vows" in Psalm 56:12 refers to "promises" he has made unto God. He praises God's Word and puts his trust in God ( Psalm 56:4; Psalm 56:10-11). God's Word is sure to happen in his life. Song of Solomon , the Psalmist will, by faith, in the midst of daily oppression ( Psalm 56:1), render back or pay back his vow to God through an offering of thanksgiving.

57 Psalm 57 

Verses 1-11 

Psalm 57
Structure- The refrains of Psalm 57 divide it into two sections. Psalm 57:1-5 are a cry for God"s mercy in the midst of evil. Psalm 57:6-11 are a response of praise for God"s steadfastness in our lives. Psalm 57:5; Psalm 57:11 are refrains, indicating that this Psalm was used as a song in temple worship. 

Psalm 57:1 (To the chief Musician, Altaschith, Michtam of David, when he fled from Saul in the cave.) Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my soul trusteth in thee: yea, in the shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast.
Psalm 57:1 — "Michtam of David" - Word Study on "Michtam" - Strong says the Hebrew word "michtam" ( מִכְתָּם) (H 4387) literally means, "an engraving," and as a technical term, "a poem." He says this word comes from a Hebrew root word ( כָּתַם) (H 3799), which means "to carve, or engrave." Therefore, some translations prefer to use a poetic term (NLT, Rotherham), while others prefer a more literal translation (DRC, LXX, VgClem).

NLT, "A psalm of David"

Rotherham, "A Precious Psalm of David"

DRC, "The inscription of a title to David himself"

LXX, " στηλογραφία τῷ δαυιδ"

VgClem, "Tituli inscriptio, ipsi David"

Comments- A similar Hebrew word ( כֶּתֶם) (3800) means, "something carved out, i.e. ore; hence, gold." Peter Craigie tells us that some scholars translate the title "A Golden Psalm" from "early rabbinical interpretations." 80] Therefore, we get a variety of translations that carry the idea of treasure or gold.

80] Peter C. Craigie, Psalm 1-50, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 19, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 154.

LITV, YLT, "A Secret Treasure of David"

Luther, "Ein glden Kleinod David"

There are six so called "Michtam Psalm" (16, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60), which open with the phrase "Michtam of David." A similar title "the writing of Hezekiah" is used as the title for the psalm of Hezekiah in Isaiah 38:9-20, which uses a similar Hebrew word ( מִכְתָּב) (H 4385), means "a writing, the characters of something written, or a document such as a letter, a copy, an edict, or a poem."

Psalm 57:6 They have prepared a net for my steps; my soul is bowed down: they have digged a pit before me, into the midst whereof they are fallen themselves. Selah.
Psalm 57:7-11 — — Comments- Psalm 57:7-11 is also found in Psalm 108:1-5.

58 Psalm 58 

Verses 1-11 

Psalm 58
Psalm 58:1 (To the chief Musician, Altaschith, Michtam of David.) Do ye indeed speak righteousness, O congregation? do ye judge uprightly, O ye sons of men?
Psalm 58:1 — Word Study on "Altaschith" - Strong says the Hebrew word "Altaschith" ( אַלתַּשְׁחֵת) (H 516) literally means, "Thou must not destroy," and is derived from ( אַל) (H 408), meaning, "not," and ( שָׁחַת) (H 7843), meaning, "to decay, ruin." Strong suggests it is "the opening words to a popular song." 

Psalm 58:1 — "Michtam of David" - Word Study on "Michtam" - Strong says the Hebrew word "michtam" ( מִכְתָּם) (H 4387) literally means, "an engraving," and as a technical term, "a poem." He says this word comes from a Hebrew root word ( כָּתַם) (H 3799), which means "to carve, or engrave." Therefore, some translations prefer to use a poetic term (NLT, Rotherham), while others prefer a more literal translation (DRC, LXX, VgClem).

NLT, "A psalm of David"

Rotherham, "A Precious Psalm of David"

DRC, "The inscription of a title to David himself"

LXX, " στηλογραφία τῷ δαυιδ"

VgClem, "Tituli inscriptio, ipsi David"

Comments- A similar Hebrew word ( כֶּתֶם) (3800) means, "something carved out, i.e. ore; hence, gold." Peter Craigie tells us that some scholars translate the title "A Golden Psalm" from "early rabbinical interpretations." 81] Therefore, we get a variety of translations that carry the idea of treasure or gold.

81] Peter C. Craigie, Psalm 1-50, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 19, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 154.

LITV, YLT, "A Secret Treasure of David"

Luther, "Ein glden Kleinod David"

There are six so called "Michtam Psalm" (16, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60), which open with the phrase "Michtam of David." A similar title "the writing of Hezekiah" is used as the title for the psalm of Hezekiah in Isaiah 38:9-20, which uses a similar Hebrew word ( מִכְתָּב) (H 4385), means "a writing, the characters of something written, or a document such as a letter, a copy, an edict, or a poem."

Psalm 58:2 Yea, in heart ye work wickedness; ye weigh the violence of your hands in the earth.
Psalm 58:2 — Word Study on "weigh" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word ( פָּלַס) (H 6424) means, "to make level, even, i.e. to prepare a way; metaphorically, it means, "You weigh out…by holding the balance level." Strong says it means, "to roll flat, i.e, prepare (a road); also to revolve, i.e, weigh (mentally)." Holladay says it means, "to make a path."

59 Psalm 59 

Verses 1-17 

Psalm 59
Psalm 59:1 (To the chief Musician, Altaschith, Michtam of David; when Saul sent, and they watched the house to kill him.) Deliver me from mine enemies, O my God: defend me from them that rise up against me.
Psalm 59:1 — "Michtam of David" - Word Study on "Michtam" - Strong says the Hebrew word "michtam" ( מִכְתָּם) (H 4387) literally means, "an engraving," and as a technical term, "a poem." He says this word comes from a Hebrew root word ( כָּתַם) (H 3799), which means "to carve, or engrave." Therefore, some translations prefer to use a poetic term (NLT, Rotherham), while others prefer a more literal translation (DRC, LXX, VgClem).

NLT, "A psalm of David"

Rotherham, "A Precious Psalm of David"

DRC, "The inscription of a title to David himself"

LXX, " στηλογραφία τῷ δαυιδ"

VgClem, "Tituli inscriptio, ipsi David"

Comments- A similar Hebrew word ( כֶּתֶם) (3800) means, "something carved out, i.e. ore; hence, gold." Peter Craigie tells us that some scholars translate the title "A Golden Psalm" from "early rabbinical interpretations." 82] Therefore, we get a variety of translations that carry the idea of treasure or gold.

82] Peter C. Craigie, Psalm 1-50, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 19 , eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 154.

LITV, YLT, "A Secret Treasure of David"

Luther, "Ein glden Kleinod David"

There are six so called "Michtam Psalm" (16, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60), which open with the phrase "Michtam of David." A similar title "the writing of Hezekiah" is used as the title for the psalm of Hezekiah in Isaiah 38:9-20, which uses a similar Hebrew word ( מִכְתָּב) (H 4385), means "a writing, the characters of something written, or a document such as a letter, a copy, an edict, or a poem."

Psalm 59:1 — "when Saul sent, and they watched the house to kill him" - Comments- The story of Psalm 59 is found in 1 Samuel 19:11-18.

60 Psalm 60 

Verses 1-12 

Psalm 60
Psalm 60:1 (To the chief Musician upon Shushaneduth, Michtam of David, to teach; when he strove with Aramnaharaim and with Aramzobah, when Joab returned, and smote of Edom in the valley of salt twelve thousand.) O God, thou hast cast us off, thou hast scattered us, thou hast been displeased; O turn thyself to us again.
Psalm 60:1 — "Michtam of David" - Word Study on "Michtam" - Strong says the Hebrew word "michtam" ( מִכְתָּם) (H 4387) literally means, "an engraving," and as a technical term, "a poem." He says this word comes from a Hebrew root word ( כָּתַם) (H 3799), which means "to carve, or engrave." Therefore, some translations prefer to use a poetic term (NLT, Rotherham), while others prefer a more literal translation (DRC, LXX, VgClem).

NLT, "A psalm of David"

Rotherham, "A Precious Psalm of David"

DRC, "The inscription of a title to David himself"

LXX, " στηλογραφία τῷ δαυιδ"

VgClem, "Tituli inscriptio, ipsi David"

Comments- A similar Hebrew word ( כֶּתֶם) (3800) means, "something carved out, i.e. ore; hence, gold." Peter Craigie tells us that some scholars translate the title "A Golden Psalm" from "early rabbinical interpretations." 83] Therefore, we get a variety of translations that carry the idea of treasure or gold.

83] Peter C. Craigie, Psalm 1-50, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 19, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 154.

LITV, YLT, "A Secret Treasure of David"

Luther, "Ein glden Kleinod David"

There are six so called "Michtam Psalm" (16, 56, 57, 58, 59, 60), which open with the phrase "Michtam of David." A similar title "the writing of Hezekiah" is used as the title for the psalm of Hezekiah in Isaiah 38:9-20, which uses a similar Hebrew word ( מִכְתָּב) (H 4385), means "a writing, the characters of something written, or a document such as a letter, a copy, an edict, or a poem."

Psalm 60:6 God hath spoken in his holiness; I will rejoice, I will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth.
Psalm 60:6 — "God hath spoken in his holiness" - Comments- The phrase "in his holiness" is used in: 

Psalm 108:7, "God hath spoken in his holiness; I will rejoice, I will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth."

Amos 4:2, "The Lord GOD hath sworn by his holiness, that, lo, the days shall come upon you, that he will take you away with hooks, and your posterity with fishhooks."

61 Psalm 61 

Verses 1-8 

Psalm 61
Theme- Psalm 61is about the divine protection of God. Therefore, the names of God used in this Psalm are descriptive of this attribute of God"s divine nature.

Psalm 61:2, "From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I."

Psalm 61:3, "For thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower from the enemy."

Psalm 61:4, "I will abide in thy tabernacle for ever: I will trust in the covert of thy wings. Selah."

Psalm 61:4 I will abide in thy tabernacle for ever: I will trust in the covert of thy wings. Selah.
Psalm 61:4 — Comments - On the curtains of the Tabernacle were embroideries of heavenly cheribum ( Exodus 26:1). As the priest entered the Holy Place, he could look up at the draped ceiling and see the embroidery of the cheribum with their wings spreading across the Tabernacle.

Exodus 26:1, "Moreover thou shalt make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine twined linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet: with cherubims of cunning work shalt thou make them."

62 Psalm 62 

Verses 1-12 

Psalm 62
Introduction - In Psalm 62the psalmist shows the certainty of God"s salvation by using the words, "Truly, surely, only." 

Psalm 62:7-8 — Comments - God is Our Refuge- We all must come away to a place of refuge each day and find strength from the Lord. Otherwise, the cares of this life would overcome us. The man that makes God his refuge in daily prayer is a man that can stand against the storms. This we see in the life and ministry of King David.

Regarding Psalm 62:8 David Wilkerson said, "Communion gives birth to trust." He explains that when we learn to pour out our hearts to him and see Him work for us, our trust in Him naturally grows. 84]

84] David Wilkerson, "These Times Demand Special Trust," E-sermon (Lindale, Texas: World Challenge, Inc,) 17 December 2007.

63 Psalm 63 

Verses 1-11 

Psalm 63
Psalm 63:1-6 — A Description of the Total Man Worshiping God- Psalm 63:2-6 describes a person totally given to worship. He worships God with his heart ( Psalm 63:1), eyes ( Psalm 63:2), his lips ( Psalm 63:3), his hands ( Psalm 63:4), his soul ( Psalm 63:5), his mouth ( Psalm 63:5) and with his mind ( Psalm 63:6).

Psalm 63:1 (A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah.) O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is;
Psalm 63:1 — "O God, thou art my God" - Comments- We must experience God as "our God," on a personal level, before we understand how good He is to us as His dear children. 

Psalm 63:1 — "early will I seek thee" - Comments- We must seek God first above all else. 

Psalm 63:1 — "my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is" - Comments- The things of this world seem empty and unable to satisfy our souls after we encounter the presence of God. Only those who have experienced the presence of God ( Psalm 63:2 a) know how dry the things of this world compare to His glory.

Psalm 63:1 — Comments- This psalm of David in exile in the wilderness uses descriptions from this arid land to figuratively describe his inner struggles.

64 Psalm 64 

Verses 1-10 

Psalm 64
Psalm 64:6 They search out iniquities; they accomplish a diligent search: both the inward thought of every one of them, and the heart, is deep.
Psalm 64:6 — "both the inward thought of every one of them, and the heart, is deep" - Scripture References- Note similar verses: 

Proverbs 18:4, "The words of a man"s mouth are as deep waters, and the wellspring of wisdom as a flowing brook."

Proverbs 20:5, "Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water; but a man of understanding will draw it out."

Chapter 65
Theme- This Psalm has a similar theme to that found in Romans 8:19-23. God's redemption for man (1-3) brings him into His presence (4). In God's presence is a majesty to great to behold (5-7). This redemption extends to all of mankind (8) and overflows into the redemption of His creation (9-13). 

We see the theme of the redemption of mankind and of His creation in chapter 8 of Romans.

Psalm 65:3 Iniquities prevail against me: as for our transgressions, thou shalt purge them away.
Psalm 65:3 — Comments- God did provide an atonement to purge our sins away through the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. Note:

JPS, "The tale of iniquities is too heavy for me; as for our transgressions, Thou wilt pardon them."

WEB, "Sins overwhelmed me, But you atoned for our transgressions."

Psalm 65:11 Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fatness.
Psalm 65:11 — "and thy paths drop fatness" - Comments- When we learned to walk in the path that Jesus has called us, we find of peace, fullness and abundance; however, mixed within these manifold blessings is a life of self-discipline that crucifies the flesh, as well as unpleasant experiences, such as persecutions and suffering for the name of Jesus. This does not means that these experiences are leanness to our soul, for the Scriptures declare that to a hungry soul, even the bitter things in life are sweet ( Proverbs 27:7).

Proverbs 27:7, "The full soul loatheth an honeycomb; but to the hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet."

This means that when we continue to follow Jesus in the difficult times, He has a way of bringing us through such bitter experiences within an inner peace and joy that passes understanding, for this inner joy is s divine joy placed there by God, a joy that does not proceed from the flesh, but from the spirit of man. Thus, does our walk with Jesus drop fatness at all times, both in the easy times and in the difficult times. 

Psalm 65:12 They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness: and the little hills rejoice on every side.
Psalm 65:13 The pastures are clothed with flocks; the valleys also are covered over with corn; they shout for joy, they also sing.
Psalm 65:13 — "The pastures are clothed with flocks" - Comments- In Chipley, Florida, while driving on Highway 77, you see hills covered in cattle: such a beautiful sight.

Psalm 65:13 — "the valleys also are covered over with corn; they shout for joy, they also sing." - Comments- In 1998 while driving through Scipio, Utah, I saw the majestic Rocky Mountains on either side and the beautiful valleys clothed and covered with corn and alfalfa fields. It puts a feeling inside you that is hard to describe. You feel the joy of the land all around you as it receives proper tending, and you see the land as it yields the increase that God"s intended it to produce. There is a sense of fulfillment in the experience of driving through this fruitful land.

The earth not only shouts and sings. It also travails ( Romans 8:22).

Romans 8:22, "For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now."

65 Psalm 65 

66 Psalm 66 

Verses 1-20 

Psalm 66
Psalm 66:10 For thou, O God, hast proved us: thou hast tried us, as silver is tried.
Psalm 66:10 — Scripture Reference- Note: 

1 Peter 1:7, "That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:"

Psalm 66:13-14 — Comments - We are to Fulfill our Vows- How often we have promised God that we would do something if he would just deliver us this once. God expects us to fulfill our vows ( Ecclesiastes 5:2-7). As a kid in school, several times when trouble came, I would promise to serve God if he would help me through the trouble. He always did.

67 Psalm 67 

Verses 1-7 

Psalm 67
Psalm 67:1 (To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A Psalm or Song.) God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause his face to shine upon us; Selah.
Psalm 67:1 — Comments- Psalm 67:1 is similar to the blessing that God commanded the priest to speak upon the children of Israel in Numbers 6:23-27.

Numbers 6:23-27, "Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto them, The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee: The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace. And they shall put my name upon the children of Israel; and I will bless them."

68 Psalm 68 

Verses 1-35 

Psalm 68
Psalm 68:1 (To the chief Musician, A Psalm or Song of David.) Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered: let them also that hate him flee before him.
Psalm 68:1 — "Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered" - Comments- This phrase was used by Moses when the ark was set forward in the march in the wilderness ( Numbers 10:35).

Numbers 10:35, "And it came to pass, when the ark set forward, that Moses said, Rise up, LORD, and let thine enemies be scattered; and let them that hate thee flee before thee."

Psalm 68:2 As smoke is driven away, so drive them away: as wax melteth before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.
Psalm 68:2 — Comments- The easiest thing for wind to drive away is smoke and the easiest substance for fire to melt is wax. This reflects the ease at which God overcomes His enemies. The wind and fire are understood as manifestations of God's presence in Scriptures. We see this in the smoke upon mount Sinai during the giving of the Ten Commandments and in the vision of Isaiah when he saw the Temple of the Lord. 

Exodus 19:18, "And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, because the LORD descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly."

Exodus 20:18, "And all the people saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off."

Isaiah 6:4, "And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with smoke."

Note that God"s angels serve Him and at times are manifested as wind and fire ( Hebrews 1:7).

Hebrews 1:7, "And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire."

Also note:

Hebrews 12:29, "For our God is a consuming fire."

Thus, the angels of God are used by Him to drive away His enemies before us. We see this taking place in the battles that Joshua fought and those that David fought ( 2 Samuel 5:24). We know that an angel of the Lord went before Moses and the Israelites in the wilderness.

2 Samuel 5:24, "And let it be, when thou hearest the sound of a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, that then thou shalt bestir thyself: for then shall the LORD go out before thee, to smite the host of the Philistines."

Psalm 68:3 But let the righteous be glad; let them rejoice before God: yea, let them exceedingly rejoice.
Psalm 68:4 Sing unto God, sing praises to his name: extol him that rideth upon the heavens by his name JAH, and rejoice before him.
Psalm 68:4 — Comments- As the angels of the Lord go before us in battle, God commands us to sing forth praises unto His name. This took place a number of times in Scripture. For example, God told King Jehoshaphat in 2 Chronicles 20:14-22 to send forth his armies with singers leading the way to battle, for the battle was the Lord's. We see a number of times n Scripture where God sends the tribe of Judah, which means "praise" to lead the children of Israel into battle.

Psalm 68:5 A father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in his holy habitation.
Psalm 68:6 God setteth the solitary in families: he bringeth out those which are bound with chains: but the rebellious dwell in a dry land.
Psalm 68:7-8 — Comments- Psalm 68:7-8 is found in Deborah"s battle song of Judges 5:4-5, although it is not the same word for word.

Judges 5:4-5, "LORD, when thou wentest out of Seir, when thou marchedst out of the field of Edom, the earth trembled, and the heavens dropped, the clouds also dropped water. The mountains melted from before the LORD, even that Sinai from before the LORD God of Israel."

Psalm 68:18 Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the LORD God might dwell among them.
Psalm 68:18 — — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Psalm 68:18 is quoted in Ephesians 4:8.

Ephesians 4:8, "Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men."

Psalm 68:22 The Lord said, I will bring again from Bashan, I will bring my people again from the depths of the sea: 
Psalm 68:22 — Comments- Psalm 68:22 is clearly a prophecy of the restoration of the nation of Israel. The "depths of the sea" could represent the nations of the earth, since the sea often represents the nations throughout Scripture.

Psalm 68:23 That thy foot may be dipped in the blood of thine enemies, and the tongue of thy dogs in the same. 
Psalm 68:24-27 — Comments- Psalm 68:24-27 describes a parade, a victory march. Since this march to Jerusalem follows the gathering of the children of Israel back to their nations, it could refer to the Second Coming of Christ when He returns at the end of the Tribulation Period and rules and reigns upon the earth from the holy city of Jerusalem.
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Psalm 69
Psalm 69:1 (To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim, A Psalm of David.) Save me, O God; for the waters are come in unto my soul.
Psalm 69:1 — Word Study on "Shoshannim" - Strong says the Hebrew word "Shoshannim" ( שׁוּשַׁן) (H 7799) means, "a lily (from its whiteness)," and is derived from the primitive root ( שׂוּשׂ) (H 7797), which literally means, "to be bright, cheerful." The Enhanced Strong says it has 15 uses in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "lily 13, Shoshannim 2." It is obvious transliterated from the Hebrew in Psalm 45:1 and is in the plural form. The other place where this word is transliterated in the KJV is Psalm 69:1. These two uses where it is transliterated are done so because it seems to refer to a musical instrument or to a familiar tune that was entitled "Lilies."

Psalm 45:1, "To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim, for the sons of Korah, Maschil, A Song of loves. My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things which I have made touching the king: my tongue is the pen of a ready writer."

Psalm 69:7 Because for thy sake I have borne reproach; shame hath covered my face.
Psalm 69:7 — Comments- Note a similar description of the Lord Jesus in Isaiah 53:3, "He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not."

Psalm 69:8 I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother"s children.
Psalm 69:8 — Comments- Psalm 69:8 gives an accurate description of the relationship that Jesus had with His family during His earthly ministry ( Mark 3:21, Luke 8:19-21, John 7:3-5).

Mark 3:21, "And when his friends heard of it, they went out to lay hold on him: for they said, He is beside himself."

Luke 8:19-21, "Then came to him his mother and his brethren, and could not come at him for the press. And it was told him by certain which said, Thy mother and thy brethren stand without, desiring to see thee. And he answered and said unto them, My mother and my brethren are these which hear the word of God, and do it."

John 7:3-5, "His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence, and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see the works that thou doest. For there is no man that doeth any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh to be known openly. If thou do these things, shew thyself to the world. For neither did his brethren believe in him."

Psalm 69:9 For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me.
Psalm 69:9 — "For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up" - Comments- Psalm 69:9 describes the cleansing of the temple by Jesus Christ ( John 2:17).

John 2:17, "And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up."

Psalm 69:21 They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.
Psalm 69:21 — omments- We see the prophecy of Psalm 69:21 fulfilled in Matthew 27:34.

Matthew 27:34, "They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink."

Psalm 69:22 Let their table become a snare before them: and that which should have been for their welfare, let it become a trap.
Psalm 69:23 Let their eyes be darkened, that they see not; and make their loins continually to shake.
Psalm 69:22-23 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Psalm 69:22-23 quoted in Romans 11:9-10.

Romans 11:9-10, "And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a recompence — unto them: Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway."

Psalm 69:24 Pour out thine indignation upon them, and let thy wrathful anger take hold of them. 
Psalm 69:25 Let their habitation be desolate; and let none dwell in their tents.
Psalm 69:25 — Comments- Psalm 69:25 was fulfilled in the death of Judas for his betrayal of Jesus ( Acts 1:16-20).

Acts 1:16-20, "Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus. For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry. Now this man purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. And it was known unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch as that field is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The field of blood. For it is written in the book of Psalm , Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take."
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Psalm 70
Introduction - Psalm 70 is almost the same as Psalm 40:14-17.
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Psalm 71
Psalm 71:16 I will go in the strength of the Lord GOD: I will make mention of thy righteousness, even of thine only.
Psalm 71:16 — "I will make mention of thy righteousness, even of thine only" - Comments- Only God is righteous. He declares his righteous through Jesus Christ, because of righteousness is as filthy rags ( Isaiah 64:6).

Isaiah 64:6, "But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away."

72 Psalm 72 

Verses 1-20 

Psalm 72
Introduction- The verses in Psalm 72are a two-fold prophecy. They describe both the reign of King Solomon over the nation of Israel, and they describe the coming reign of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Psalm 72:1 (A Psalm for Solomon.) Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy righteousness unto the king"s son.
Psalm 72:1 — "A Psalm for Solomon" - Comments- Although Solomon wrote 1 ,005 Song of Solomon , only two have been recorded in the book of Psalm (72,127). A third one is recorded in the Scriptures as the book called the Song of Solomon.

1 Kings 4:32, "And he spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five."

Psalm 127:1, A Song of degrees for Solomon. "Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain."

Psalm 72:1 — "and thy righteousness unto the king"s son" - Comments- Solomon was well known at the king"s Song of Solomon , following in the footsteps of King David.

Psalm 72:7 In his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth.
Psalm 72:7 — Comments- The name Solomon means "peace" ( 1 Chronicles 22:9). During his reign, the kingdom of Israel had great peace ( 1 Kings 4:24). 

1 Chronicles 22:9, "Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies round about: for his name shall be Song of Solomon , and I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his days."

1 Kings 4:24, "For he had dominion over all the region on this side the river, from Tiphsah even to Azzah, over all the kings on this side the river: and he had peace on all sides round about him."

Psalm 72:7 is also a divine prophecy of the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Psalm 72:8 He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth.
Psalm 72:8 — Comments- This two-fold prophecy describes the extent of Solomon"s reign ( 1 Kings 4:24), and also is a description of the reign of the Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Kings 4:24, "For he had dominion over all the region on this side the river, from Tiphsah even to Azzah, over all the kings on this side the river: and he had peace on all sides round about him."

Psalm 72:9 They that dwell in the wilderness shall bow before him; and his enemies shall lick the dust.
Psalm 72:10 The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts.
Psalm 72:10 — "The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents" - Scripture Reference- Note:

2 Chronicles 9:21, "For the king"s ships went to Tarshish with the servants of Huram: every three years once came the ships of Tarshish bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks."

Psalm 72:10 — — "the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts" - Scripture Reference- Note:

1 Kings 10:1-2, "And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the LORD, she came to prove him with hard questions. And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels that bare spices, and very much gold, and precious stones: and when she was come to Song of Solomon , she communed with him of all that was in her heart."

Psalm 72:18-20 — Comments- Psalm 72:18-20 serves as the closing of book 2. They do not necessarily apply to Psalm 72only, but rather to Psalm 42through 72of book 2.

Psalm 72:18 Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous things. 
Psalm 72:20 — Comments- The Psalm of book 2are 42thru 72. Of these thirty-one Psalm , nineteen are attributed to David (51thru 70). This ending may refer to this smaller collection of Davidic Psalm within book 2.
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Psalm 73
Theme- A summary of the theme of Psalm 73can be found in Proverbs 23:17-18.

Proverbs 23:17-18, "Let not thine heart envy sinners: but be thou in the fear of the LORD all the day long. For surely there is an end; and thine expectation shall not be cut off."

Psalm 37 also carries the same theme as Psalm 73. 

Psalm 37:1, "Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity."

There are other passages in the Scriptures in which men of God cried out in despair of the prosperity of the wicked.

Job 21:7, "Wherefore do the wicked live, become old, yea, are mighty in power?"

Ecclesiastes 8:12, "Though a sinner do evil an hundred times, and his days be prolonged, yet surely I know that it shall be well with them that fear God, which fear before him:"

Jeremiah 12:1-3, "Righteous art thou, O LORD, when I plead with thee: yet let me talk with thee of thy judgments: Wherefore doth the way of the wicked prosper? wherefore are all they happy that deal very treacherously? Thou hast planted them, yea, they have taken root: they grow, yea, they bring forth fruit: thou art near in their mouth, and far from their reins. But thou, O LORD, knowest me: thou hast seen me, and tried mine heart toward thee: pull them out like sheep for the slaughter, and prepare them for the day of slaughter."

Malachi 2:17, "Ye have wearied the LORD with your words. Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied him? When ye say, Every one that doeth evil is good in the sight of the LORD, and he delighteth in them; or, Where is the God of judgment?"

One of the reasons that the wicked have their season of prosperity is because of God's longsuffering to all mankind ( 2 Peter 3:9). He works in everyone's lives to bring them to salvation ( 2 Timothy 2:4).

2 Peter 3:9, "The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance."

1 Timothy 2:4, "Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth."

There were times in the Old Testament when God did not destroy the children of Israel because of His covenant with them.

2 Kings 8:19, "Yet the LORD would not destroy Judah for David his servant"s sake, as he promised him to give him alway a light, and to his children."

W. A. Criswell, long-time pastor of First Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas, notes other biblical passages of the problem of evil and suffering in the book of Job , Luke 13:1-5, John 9:1-3, Romans 8:18-39, and 2 Corinthians 1:3-5; 2 Corinthians 4:7 thru Psalm 5:10, Psalm 12:7-8. 85]

85] W. A. Criswell, The Criswell Study Bible (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Inc, 1991), notes on Psalm 73.

Psalm 73:13 Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocency.
Psalm 73:13 — "and washed my hands in innocency" - Comments- The heart refers to the cleansing of the inner Prayer of Manasseh , the hands refer to the cleansing of a man"s outward actions.

Scripture Reference- Note:

Deuteronomy 21:6-7, "And all the elders of that city, that are next unto the slain Prayer of Manasseh , shall wash their hands over the heifer that is beheaded in the valley: And they shall answer and say, Our hands have not shed this blood, neither have our eyes seen it."

Psalm 26:6, "I will wash mine hands in innocency: so will I compass thine altar, O LORD:"

Matthew 27:24, "When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it."

Psalm 73:23-24 — Comments - God's Plan of Redemption - Psalm 73:23-24 reflects God's plan of redemption in the areas of justification, sanctification, and glorification. The phrase "nevertheless I am continually with thee: thou hast holden me by my right hand" reveals that the psalmist is in right standing with God; the phrase "thou shalt guide me with thy counsel" reveals the psalmist is walking by God's Word in lifestyle of indoctrination and divine service; the phrase "and afterward receive me to glory" reveals the psalmist's future hope of glorification in heaven.
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Psalm 75
Psalm 75:9-10 — Comments- The greatest weapon that we have against the enemy is our praises lifted to God. David tells us in Psalm 8:2 that out of the mouth of babes and sucklings God has perfected praise in order to still the enemy. Praise weakens our enemies and strengthens us ( Matthew 21:16).

Psalm 8:2, "Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger."

Matthew 21:16, "And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?"

